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KOC O Island lies 375 resort offering the finest live-aboard amenities like nitrox, 
miles off Costa Rica’s Pacific rebreathers, an E-6 photo lab and spacious staterooms with 
coast. It is a lush, verdant private baths. Just leave your worries at the dock and enjoy 


paradise whose surrounding _ the most diving has to offer on 
waters are filled with the ocean’s _ ae an inclusive Okeanos Aggressor 


most glorious giants—whale sharks, mantas, tuna and “aati adventure. When »oSBESSo Yp 
thousands of hammerhead sharks. You can journey to : mi §=6booking, ask us 


about our many 


Coco and experience, first-hand, her amazing marine life — 
—— 
s for groups and 


during a nine-day or ten-day Okeanos Aggressor adventure. Specials including free spot. 
Weather permitting, you’ll also hike through the island’s Senior Citizen discount. FLEET 


rain forest and swim in the cool waters of one of the many Dive Coco Island from your ee nets us 
desktop! View our thrilling videos 888-348-2628 


at www.aggressor.com. www.aggressor.com 


waterfalls. The 110-foot Okeanos Aggressor is a floating 


AGGRESS OR F LebsbaT 





CAYMAN ISLANDS Coco ISLAND 


KONA, HAWAII RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 .P ©. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 : E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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Flash and the Digital Camera 


Many digital cameras fire their built-in flash more than once when For an external flash system to achieve proper exposure it must 
taking a flash picture. This happens so fast it is difficult to see — a duplicate what the camera’s built-in flash is doing. The Ikelite DS 
small preflash is fired to help the camera determine focus, exposure Sensor detects the light from the camera's built in flash and instructs 
and/or color balance. After the preflash the camera then fires the any Ikelite Digital Substrobe to mimic the output of the camera’s 
flash to illuminate the subject and the camera takes the picture. built-in flash. 


DSso Substrobe 


When using an Ikelite DSso Substrobe and DS Sensor with a digital 
camera there is NO TRIAL AND ERROR lighting or need to restrict the 
camera to the manual exposure mode. Ikelite provides true flash 
automation with digital camera systems that require preflash. 


























Digital Still Housings 


Digital imaging has given the world 

a new way to communicate. Take a 

picture, view it instantly, and 

: download it to your computer. 

y a “o Pictures can be e-mailed, posted on 

: j web pages, or printed on ink jet or 

laser printers. No film or processing 

is required. 

Ikelite’s unique clear Digital Still 

Cases offer visual assurance your 

system is safe, with a clear view of 

camera information and control 

functions. Ikelite housings operate 

safely to 60m (200’). Camera 

installation is quick and simple with 
controls placed conveniently at 

fF your fingertips. Housings are 

. available for various models of 

. digital cameras by Nikon, 

4 Olympus, Sony, and Kodak. 

} Most housings allow use of the 

. camera’s built-in flash and/or 

' the addition of the external 

Ikelite DSso Substrobe with the 

DS Sensor which adds full 

automation to digital still cameras. 

Cameras such as the Nikon CP 950, 

990 and 995 which provide strobe 

connections can use the full line of 

Ikelite Substrobes. 


DSso Specifications: 
SiZe...... 8cm xX 12 CM - 3.2” X 4.7” 
Weight......0.6 kg - 1.3 pounds 
Guide# (ISO 100)......28 (underwater) 
Coverage Angle......70 degrees 
80° with provided diffuser 
Color Temp......5700 degrees Kelvin 
Power Source...... 4 “AA” alkaline batteries 
Flashes......200 full power: 
Recycle Time .25.! 3.5 seconds 


The DS5o Substrobe Package has everything you need to add external 
flash to your digital camera system. Includes DSso Substrobe, DS Sensor, 
Flash Diffuser and Mounting Arm. 


Housing shown is for 
Olympus 2000, 2020, 2040, 
3000, 3030 and 3040 










ikelite 


underwater systems 
50 W. 33rd. Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317-923-4523 


For additional information 
contact your local dive shop or 


lkelite for a free catalog. 
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Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


is required, i Ge es 
resulting in ‘RE : 
muscle 

fatigue not Ke7,f.. 
only for , 


beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which. 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 












The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 
special 
blade shape 

tela creates 
OF esure MOS 


gg BC 
pawn kek W generating a 


Lower-presSure 


pressure differential above and below the 


blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The St-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 


aeronautical engineering in the water 





NdAcUtesS Will”. 


Nature's Wing and Propelier-Fin are trademarks of 
Nature's Wing Fin Design, LLC California, USA. 
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TABATA U.S.A. INC. 
2380 Mira Mar Ave. 
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socorros 


galapagos 


hawaii 


cocos 


fiji 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS Lush green 
——— islands lapped 
es by Caribbean 

=  Dlue waters—its 
= % No wonder the 
BVI has trance- 
like beats run- 
ning through Eric Hanauer’s head. He explored 
the Rhone and the Chikuzen, learned the art of 
playing hide-and-seek with pipehorses, and 
came to terms with the fact that some of the best 
dives happen after you run out of film. Get into 
the groove on page 84. 





i nit 


FIJI A scatter of islands out in the South 
sere Pacific has people jump- 
bese ing out of the run-or-get- 
run-over lifestyle of the 
digital age, and jumping 
into a pool of pure bliss. 
Here, Killer Whales slide 
‘fijl onto their sides to get a 
| good look at you, and 
belie their vicious moniker. IS an experience 
that will turn your digital present into the distant 
past. Go far and away in Fiji on page 105. 


ar & Away 
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GALAPAGOS ISLANDS It’s the Ford Modeling 
Agency of the 
underwater 
world. Meet your 
models: Marbled 
== Rays, sea lions, 

Whitetip Reef 
Sharks—all primped and primed, eagerly await- 
ing their photographer. Grab your film and burn 
through rolls between live-aboard jaunts in the 
islands that left Darwin scratching his head. 
Ready, set, go.. .page 56. 


Diving . 
Fy Footsteps 





HAWAII If only we could make it so that when 
you turned to 
this article, the 
theme music 
from “Hawaii 

% Five-O” started 
playing. It's 

1978 and a youngster named Freddy, his older 

brother and two hot babes are sailing around 

the Hawaiian Islands. They discover the Hula 

Lands hypnotic diving, its forbidden places 


wf 


seven—O 


and the secret to good “Maui wowwie.” Cast - 


off your bow line on page 94. 





MALPELO & COCOS The Westmorlands 
ventured into 
the rough and 
tumble waters 
of these over- 
grown Sea- 
mounts to find 
hammerheads, Mobula Rays, moray eels and a 
few new dive sites the rest of the world has yet 
to see. They also discovered that exploration 
isn't relegated to those with commercial spon- 
sors. Find a world all your own on page 62. 





SOCORROS 


ISLANDS = Three-foot-long 
Remoras hitch 
a ride on a 
Manta Ray with 
a wingspan 
greater — than 
shaquille 


O'Neal's; cleaning stations attract swarms of 
hammerheads; Silky Sharks come so close, 
you can almost see them breathing.... “Am 
| dreaming, Auntie Em?” No, Dorothy, but 
youre not on the cattleboat anymore. 
See page 60. 


























FRED BAVENDAM isa New 
Hampshire-based underwater 
photographer whose stories have 
appeared in National Geographic, 
International Wildlife and Geo. 
And, Fred has a special love for 
octupl. 

He says, 

“They 

beguile 

me with 

their sen- 

sitivity 

and in- 

telligence.” In this photo, Fred is 
deep in conversation with a Pacif- 
ic Giant Octopus off Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia. Looks 
like the octopus is more interested 
in a bear hug. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


MANDY BOLEN likes to travel light, 
and as a freelance diving journalist, she 
has no problem with excess baggage 
fees. She shows up with the necessary 
dive equipment, a 
notebook and a pen 
(usually “lifted” 
from a_ hotel), 
while her photog- 
rapher struggles 
with numerous 
cases and a rinse 
bucket. But Man- 
dy’s mocking laugh- 
ter is always quickly silenced as a piece of 
heavy equipment is heaped upon her, the 
self-proclaimed “unencumbered writer.” 


CLARA TAYLOR’s freelance work for 
the Key West Citizen, where she pho- 
tographs the home of the week for the 
Saturday edition, keeps her diving in 
the capital of 3 

Florida. For 

three months, 

Clara (with 

Mandy Bolen) 

photographed 

student in- 

structors for “The Glamorous Life” (an 
exposition of the certification of a dive 
instructor) for Skin Diver. Her photog- 
raphy has been used in many publica- 
tions, including National Geographic, 


GQ and USA Today. 


leaving weekly from Nassau 
to the Exuma Cays. 


NOLO SONI 


Shawvks, gvoupevs, painted walls, blue holes and move. 
Nitvox, photo/video lab aboava. 22 passengers / || cabins. 
Sea-kayaking, fishing, bivAing, beaching... 
the ultimate escape on your own private yacht. 


PO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 © 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 


email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www. aquacatcruises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 
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EDITORIAL 





TAKE OUT YOUR C-CARD. HAVE A GOOD LONG LOOK AT IT. THAT CARD GIVES YOU EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO 
a place that more than 90 percent of your neighbors will never experience. It has been said before that we 
know more about the moon and space than we do about the wonders, workings and inhabitants of the 
ocean. The ocean is the only place on earth where an ordinary citizen, without years of specialized train- 
ing and education, can discover and see things others have never before experienced. 

And discoveries are made all the time. Last month we chronicled the discovery of both a World War II 
ship and warplane off Palau. I just read about an entire city, Herakleion, that was sunk during an earth- 
quake nearly 2,000 years ago and recently rediscovered in just 30 feet of water off Egypt. Almost every 
day, marine biologists and divers see and report marine creatures unknown to science. And there’s the leg- 
endary Architeuthts (or Giant Squid). No one has ever seen one alive, but the deep ocean must teem with 
them because they help sustain the bulk of Sperm Whales. This month we even sent Stuart and Michele 
Westmorland off to find the mythical Rivadeneyera Seamount. Fishermen have, for years, told tales of the 


seamount, where waters, they say, boil with sharks, rays and massive schools of fish. Problem is, most fish- 


Explorers Club 


ermen in that part of the world don’t carry a GPS. 
If they do, they’re not telling. 

: But you don’t have to chase after some elusive 
: dockyard, X-marks-the-spot gossip to truly explore 


another world. It happens every time you enter the 





* water. It’s why first-time contributor, Fred 
Bavendam, did back-to-back trips in the Galapagos, and why Field Editor Marty Snyderman is rarely dry, 
especially on assignment in the Socorros. (This month we’ve also tapped into his comprehensive knowl- 
edge of the seven seas for our World Dive Atlas.) Each of them has found a way to feed their need 
to discover new worlds, to experience the pulse of the earth and the very soul of adventure. They, 
like you, are explorers. And, like you, it all began with a C-card and exclusive membership in Earth’s last 


true explorers club. ** 


TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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The ReefMaster offers unatenea 
expandability; start with just the 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 


ReefMaster CL ReefMaster RC 


Compact and lightweight. Slip proof rubber armored 

Fully expandable with housing, rugged and fully 

all SeaLife accessories. expandable with all SeaLife 

F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 

speed. $149* shutter speed with color 
corrected flash. $189* 


Pioneer Research 


: ating colors of the underwater seascape, dowr to 150 feet 


switch lenses underwater and capture dramatic images that 
lets you start easy and get great results. As you add the 


ReefMaster PRO Set ReefMaster MAXX 


Includes RC Camera, 3X Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 


MACRO Lens / Underwater 2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. $729* 
Filter, External Flash and 


Dive Travel Carry Case. $419* 
*Suggested List Price. 


® 
Zantac. I ReefMaster 


1-800-257-7742 « Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
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You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package SKIN DIVER ONLINE 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: DaryL CARSON 
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ie UNDERWATER MALAYSIA INTERNATIONAL ay 
IMAGING FESTIVAL 
1-866-UWPHOTO © www.UnderwaterMalaysia.com 
SEPTEMBER 4-14, 2002 





In Malaysia, it’s an unforgettable visit to paradise each time you dive our warm, clear waters of emerald and blue. 
Discover breathtaking underwater wonders in our unspoiled dive destinations like Layang-Layang, Mabul, Sipadan, 
Redang, Perhentian, Tioman, Sabah’s Pulau Tiga, where:the Survivor series was filmed, and many others. 
Malaysia, Truly Asia... let us make your dive holiday a trip to Paradise. 

For more information contact Tourism Malaysia: 

East Coast 800-558-6787, www.VisitMalaysia.com 
West Coast 800-336-6842, www. TourismMalaysia.com 


www.tourism.gov.my 
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team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the world: 
most spectacular land 
and seascapes. From 





tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the : Jim Soe ear NEUE eae se 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fiji's waters have it all. . < gi mE og 
' ames Ladao ; 
For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada ™ ST ae aes ealioaass ATES 
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THE CALL TO ADVENTURE 
came at a most inauspi- 
cious time. I was draped 
over the top of my doc- 
tor’s couch, butt-naked, 
getting a booster shot. I 
was recovering from a bad 
staff infection on my foot. 

My SEAL buddy had 
called to offer me the 
chance to dive on a nuclear 
sub and photograph Navy 
SEALs practicing lockout 
maneuvers. The purpose 
of this exercise is to deliv- 
er SEALs and gear (such 
as inflatables) from a sub 
to the surface. This type of 
mission is usually done 
in darkness. 

My trip would be a 
brief one and a half days, 
but the reprieve from the 
needle would be welcome. 

Due to top secret Navy 
mumbo-jumbo, I can’t let 
you in on exactly where I 
was (I could but then Id 
have to kill you), so descriptions of the 
vessel will have to suffice. It was a giant 
landing craft with its bow—or was that 
the stern?—opened up to take us 
aboard. One of the SEALs explained 
how two large inflatables filled with 
men and gear could be launched like a 


FREEFL OW 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 


_ Divers wait at the lockout port as 
the hull is opened; a diver emerges 
and the maneuver begins. 
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rocket through the front. 

Aside from all the fancy equipment, 
the lifestyle of the SEALs intrigued me, 
too. Absent was the protocol I had come 
to expect after growing up on war 
movies. Men were sleeping on cots in 
the sun, while others were fishing and 
stoking up a barbecue. Even the Captain 
seemed the epitome of casualness as he 
scanned the horizon in his jacket and 
boxer shorts. As it turns out, since the 
SEALs take on the most dangerous 
operations, they are given a good degree 
of informality during their time between 
training. This is the way to live before 
risking life and limb for your country! 


Somewhere In the Pacific... 


The time came for our first dive on 
the sub, and I was made aware of the 
rules. Rule number one: Never swim 
near the giant props. Rule number two: 
Do not swim underneath or on the sides 
of the sub. Rule number three: I was on 
my own, and if lost, well, I wasn’t sup- 
posed to be there in the first place. 


As we launched off the boat hero- 


style, in the inflatable, I felt the same 
exhilaration as when preparing to dive 
with whales. I hit the water and started 
swimming down to the sub like there 
was no tomorrow. The sub had its 





antenna out of the water, but it was still 
50 feet down to the deck. Although the 
visibility was 100 feet, only a portion of 
the hull could be viewed. The theme to 
Battlestar Galactica started playing in 
my head. OK, it was time to get to work. 

The giant conning tower was rigged 
at the top with cables stretching 
forward to a lockout port on the deck. 
Divers were gathered at the port, 
octopus regs in hand for the emergence 
of the SEALs. Soon, a large blast of 
bubbles signaled the breach in the hull, 
and a diver emerged without scuba 
gear. | was expecting some 
fancy fin work but instead, 
I snapped pictures as 
the SEALs _ performed 
basic octopus-assisted as- 
cents. Couldn’t they just 
do a free ascent? 

But the object is not 
only for the SEALs to 
reach the surface, but also 
boats and engines. So the 
SEALs would use lift bags 
to bring equipment to 
the surface. 

The dives ended as 
quickly as they began, 
but I was relieved to rest 
my sore foot. And diving 
with the SEALs was a lot 
more fun than being butt- 
naked getting booster 
shots. 

—Niki Konstantinou 





SEALS/Nikolas Konstantinou. WOHOF/Courtesy U.S. Navy. Bonne Terre/Courtesy West End Diving Center. Jail/Courtesy Scuba Madness. 





women wre: e through the 
Navy’s all-male barrier. TI “hey 
are: Mary J. Bonnin, ses 
Karin Lynn, Commander 
Bobbie Scholley, Captain Marie 
E. Knafelc, M 2, Ph.D., Com- 
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The worlds largest subterranean lake 
has people talking. 





BONNE TERRE MINE, THE WORLD’S 
largest inland scuba diving facility, is in 
the national spotlight once again. The 
mine, which is also the world’s largest 
man-made underground cavern, is one of 
only four inland diving sites highlighted 
in Periscope’s recreation feature in the 
July 2, 2001, edition of Newsweek. 

This is one of several recognitions 
Diving Bonne Terre Mine has received 


mander Karen K 
Dr. Susan Kayar. 
As evident 


. ohanowich and 


sed by the elite 
careers of these women, the 
Navy has become one of t 


ts Donna Tobias in action, 1973. 


most egalitarian and gender-blind of all employers, Captain 
Lynn confirms, “It’s not w ho you are, but bow you perform that 


counts.’ SF ssaps 


Hillery Viders, PhD. 


ee : the WDHOE cisit num, WDHOFory 


in the past few years. Last year, the site 
was featured in the top 10 of National 
Geographic Adventure’s “The Adventure 
100,” a competition that highlighted the 
favorite adventures of the country’s 
foremost outdoors writers and experts. 
Diving Bonne Terre Mine also has been 
featured on The Family Channel, 





mine, three levels of which are filled 
with pure spring water, making it the 
world’s largest subterranean lake. The 
Goergens turned the mine, which 1s 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, into an unforgettable, 
one-of-a-kind scuba diving experience. 

“It is like diving a ghost town or 


“Good Morning America” 


Discovery Channel. 


and the shipwreck,” said Doug Goergens. “It’s 


an amazing glimpse at the past.” “= 


Located 150 feet beneath the town of 


Bonne Terre, MO, the five-level, 80- 


square-mile mine welcomes approxi- 


mately 15,000 divers 
annually. More than 24 
different scuba diving 
tours are conducted in 
the crystal clear water 
with 100-plus-foot visi- 
bility. Diving 1s avail- 
able year-round. 

Bonne Terre was the 
world’s largest producer 
of lead until the supply 
diminished in 1961. The 
mine was closed, so the 
pumps that removed the 
water were turned off 
and the cavernous 
underground rooms 
were forgotten. 

Twenty years later, 
Doug and = Cathy 
Goergens, owners of 
the West End Diving 
Center in St. Louis, 
MO, rediscovered the 


For more information, visit 


2dive.com, or call (314) 731-5003. 


s 

Go to Jail 
WHAT CAN YOU DO_ 
with a “Get Out of Jail 
Free” card—underwa- 
ter? How about raise 
$10,000 for charity. 

That’s what six 
teams of underwater 
Monopoly players did recently at Scuba 
Madness’ Fourth Annual U/W Monopoly 
Fundraiser at the Florence, SC, YMCA. On a 10 by 


DDD. 


10-foot board, players battled it out for Park Place 
and Marvin Gardens for seven hours. 


The Hartsville Rescue Squad team won the game 
and took home 25 percent of the total money raised; 
the other charities receive 15 percent of the total 
money raised. 

The teams played for the Boys and Girls Club, the Pee 
Dee Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Assault, the 
Florence Humane Society, the Hartsville Rescue Squad 
and other not-profit organizations. Funds also went to 
the Divers Alert Network (DAN). 
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Readers Speak Out 


A Setting Sun 


I was saddened to read of the passing of Kimiuo Asek. 
I was in the U.S. Navy in Guam in 1973 and was fortu- 
nate to make several dives with Kimiuo in the Truk 
Lagoon. He had just opened his dive shop and Al 
Giddings was there as well. What great dives we had. 
Kimiuo will be sorely missed. 


—Steve Cooper, Tarzana, CA 


Your Passport to New Worlds 

A friend of mine received his 
July 2001 Photo Annual issue of 
Skin Diver. When I looked 
through it, I was fascinated. The 
pictures are extraordinary. I am a 
new diver, so all of the pictures 
remind me of the sites I have 
seen, and give me a glimpse into 


Return to Grace 

I just wanted to drop you a long overdue line to 
commend you on the vast improvement in your mag- 
azine. My friends and I have been diving since 1963, 
and we started diving and reading Skin Diver as a 
direct result of watching Sea Hunt. At the time, we all 
learned to dive in the tropical waters off New York 
City, without luxury items such as BCs and pressure 
gauges. I have to say that for a good many years in 
the late ’80s and early 90s, Skin Diver was not even 
worth reading. But you have definitely turned all of 
that around. 

Your Photo Annuals have been nothing short of 
spectacular and your regular monthly articles have 
again turned into news I can use. In closing, I would 
like to say thanks to all of you at Skin Diver for bring- 
ing the magazine back to what it was so many years 
ago. After all, for me, Skim Diver is as much a part of 
diving history as anything else I can bring to mind. 





PHOTO ANNUAL list 
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TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE 
A Shelluva Life 


I truly enjoyed the article “Ancient 
Mariners—Oahu’s Sea Turtles,” by 
David Fleetham in the June issue 
[Pacific Diver insert]. Green Sea 
Turtles, Hawksbill Turtles and 
Loggerhead Turtles have suffered at 
the hands of mankind, and now it 
may only be through human inter- 
vention that these marine species are 
kept from becoming extinct. Despite 
their status as a “threatened” species, 


Hawaii’s sea turtle population 
appears to be holding its numbers 
and perhaps, 


even increasing. 
Sea turtles can 
remain sub- 
merged for more 
than two hours. 
Often they can be 
found tucked 
underneath rocky 
ledges, sleeping 
during the day. However, a stressed tur- 
tle can use up their oxygen rapidly and 
can drown within three to five minutes. 


Ceomenamd aon, 
eerie nae ny enna ba nar poe ng Steet ae 
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the worlds I haven’t yet explored. 





—Sandy Fairclough, via e-mail 


It 1s very important that divers utilize 
good judgement and do not disturb the 
submerged turtles. 


—Gerald Steven Tlapa, Los Angeles, CA 


Blinded By the Light 


We often find underwater pointing 
devices using laser light for sale in 
dive supply catalogues. It is known 
that if shined into eyes, laser light 
can destroy the retina. Aquatic ani- 
mals rely to a large extent on vision 
to function properly. And the eyes of 
a wide range of 
these animals, 
from conch to 
fish, focus light 
the 
same way our 
eyes do. Laser 
beams __ being 
pointed directly 
into the eyes 
could result in damage to the retinas 
and possibly cause animals to suffer 
from blindness or diminished vision. 


on retinas 


Qabe'e fea Ter TR Raia 


Keep up the great work. 


—Del Morafchik, via e-mail 


It is important that divers keep this 
in mind. 


—wWolf Krebs, via e-mail 


Someone Gives a Dam 

Kudos to you on your report on the 
Narmada River dam project in India 
(“Environment,” April 2001). As an 
environmental 
anthropology 
student at the 
University of | 
Michigan, I have 
been following 
this story for sev- 
eral years. Your 
article on it was 
the first non- 
academic piece that I have seen. Thank 
you for your progressive, socially and 
environmentally responsible journal- 
ism. I hope to see more articles of this 
type in the future and that other 
magazines follow in your footsteps. 





—Becca Meuninck, Edwardsburg, MI 





WE'RE WATC H L N G 


DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN?) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 





www.diversalertnetwork.org 


To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 














ENVIRONMENT 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


Nature is Good for Your Health 


...what makes us 
well: the positive 
feedback loops 
between nature 


and humans. 
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SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I HAD THE IMMENSE 
good fortune to lead a group of handicapped 
divers on a reef dive in Fiji. I was amazed not 
only by their grace underwater—a place 
where they could be completely free—but at 
the effect of diving on their spirits and self- 
esteem. It appeared to me that this immersion 
in the nonhuman world renewed them and 
rekindled the magic of being alive. Now it 
appears that such excursions may also have 
direct health benefits. 

Writing in the American fFournal of 
Preventive Medicine (v. 20:3), Professor 
Howard Frumkin of Emory University has 
shown that nature can be good for you. Very 
good, in fact. In his article, “Beyond 
Toxicity,” Frumkin reviews recent advances 
in the field of environmental health from 
around the world. In Australia, he found that 
heart patients with pets had lower cholesterol 
and triglycerides than those without. In the 
U.S., he discovered that prison inmates 


seemed to become less violent when they were 
allowed to work in a garden. One study found 
that dental patients who were permitted to 
look at images of landscapes had lower blood 
pressure than those obliged to look at a blank 
wall. Another revealed that hospital patients 
recovered faster, with fewer pain medications, 
if their room looked out on trees. To 
Frumkin, these and other results confirm the 
obvious: nature heals. 

The esteemed Harvard biologist E.O. 
Wilson has commented _ favorably on 
Frumkin’s ideas. Wilson is the originator of 
the hypothesis known as biophilia, the innate 
drive of people to affiliate with nature. For 
Wilson, the reason for this attraction lies in 
our genes. For almost the entirety of our three 
and a half million-year history, our selection 
of habitat was driven by our biology. A few 
thousand years ago—literally a blink in evolu- 
tionary time—we began to shape our own 
environment, determine our own surround- 





Photo/Tom Ordway. 








ings. We know it as “civilization” and 
appreciate its many achievements. 

But it brought with it a tragic dis- 
tancing from nature. This process has 
culminated in our own highly techno- 
logical age, when we inhabit largely 
artificial environments and spend 
hours of each day in a “virtual” realm 
of pure abstraction, while the natural 
environment “out there” loses dozens 
of species every day. 

It doesn’t help that we think we can 
function outside our own biology. We 
seem to think we are completely in con- 
trol of the processes that support life 
on the planet. It’s a dangerous fallacy. 

Commenting on Frumkin’s article, 
Wilson warns that “...innate algo- 
rithms...can be blocked or reversed 
only at the peril of mental health.” 
For as Frumkin observes, habitat 
selection and other biologically-driven 
‘behaviors that put us in contact with 
nature confer tangible “survival 
advantages” upon us. 

Is this news? Not entirely. From St. 
Francis to John Muir and beyond, 
there have been philosophers of the 
Earth who have preached the virtues of 
contact with nature. We acknowledge 
the fact ourselves, maintaining indoor 
aquariums and houseplants to increase 
our feeling of well-being, not to men- 
tion sharing our space with pets. In 








some places, like Japan, where space is 
at a premium, people “rent” pets for 
brief periods, just to have some contact 
with the nonhuman world. Yet even 
though we accept the value of nature 
in our private sphere, we continue to 
isolate ourselves from it, physically 
and psychologically. 

Nature preserves and _ national 
parks, for example, can be immensely 
restorative and valuable. But reports 
from around the world tell of declin- 
ing species diversity within these 
fenced enclosures. Without replenish- 
ment from the outside communities, 
enclosed populations come to lack the 





genetic variety and vigor needed to 
maintain themselves. 

I think these places seduce us into a 
dangerous complacency. We feel better 
about the loss of wild habitats as long 
as we know that somewhere a few acres 
have been put aside for selected 
species. In this way, we ease our con- 
science without really learning how to 
live sustainably. 

And that’s the big challenge. Not to 
remove ourselves from nature, but, as 
Frumkin’s article reminds us, to put 
ourselves back “into” it in a way that is 
beneficial to both. 

How can we do this? Frumkin has 
lots of ideas. Some new fields like 
“ecotherapy” are already tapping into 
the healing power of nature. 

But that is only the beginning. 
Frumkin suggests a new direction in 
environmental medicine. Today, epi- 
demiologists try to identify cancers 
and birth defects from exposure to 
radiation or dioxin. Like the mitiga- 
tion of oil spills or nuclear releases, 
that sector of environmental health 
seeks to reconstruct a destructive 
causal cascade. Frumkin calls for a 
new approach to supplement crisis 
management. His vision amounts to a 
positive, proactive blueprint for a new 
way of living. 

He says that researchers should look 











into the environmental causes of not 
only what makes us sick, but what 
makes us well: the positive feedback 
loops between nature and humans. 
Physicians should work with landscape 
designers, architects, veterinarians, 
urban planners and software engineers 
who might be able to apply this new 
information to how we actually live. 

So when we dive, let us take a 
moment to reflect on the deeper signifi- 
cance of what we are doing. It’s fun 
alright, more fun than just about any- 
thing on the planet. But it is also the 
renewal of the bond between us and the 
natural world on which we depend. ** 
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fully automatic, 
high pressure compressor 

for all breathing air applications! 
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Continuous Duty Units 


Max-Air 90 Compact E3 
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» 10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 

D Tri-chem air purification system 
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Escape to Dive Specia 
From $553 Per person 
: 7 Nights 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ...and much much more. 
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Ports for SLR 


Flat vs. Dome 


lam about to buy a housing for my Nikon F100, and I am confused about whether I 


should buy a flat port or a dome port to go with it. 





A “PORT” IS A PIECE OF GLASS OR 
plastic that is placed in front of the lens of 
a housed single lens reflex (SLR) camera. 
While there are a variety of shapes and 
sizes, ports are generally divided into two 
categories: flat ports and dome ports. As a 
rule, flat ports are used in macro photog- 
raphy, and dome ports are used for wide- 
angle work. With most housings, the ports 
are interchangeable. In other words, you 
can use a flat port with a macro lens on 
one dive, then quickly change the port to 
use a dome port with a wide-angle lens on 
a subsequent dive. 

To understand why a flat port is gener- 
ally preferred for macro work while a 
dome is used for wide-angle photography, 
let’s take a look at what the different ports 
do. In either case, a port is an element in 
the water/glass/air interface, and it func- 
tions like the face plate of a mask. Due to 
the phenomenon of refraction, objects are 
magnified and appear to be closer and 
larger than they really are when viewed 
underwater through the relatively flat 
faceplate of a dive mask. The same mag- 
nification property is an inherent part of 
the design of a flat port. The magnifica- 
tion factor helps macro photographers fill 
a pleasing percent- 


The properties of a flat ace of their photo- 


port help make this 
Longnose Hawkfish 
fill the frame. 


Housings: 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


graphic frame with relatively small sub- 
jects. Many small fish and other reef crea- 
tures are difficult to get close to, but even 
when you can’t get as close as you want, a 
flat port helps you fill your frame with 
your subject instead of with empty space. 
And many nudibranch and hermit crab- 
sized subjects that are easy to approach 
closely might appear to be too small to 
make a compelling shot, but the magnifi- 
cation factor often enables photographers 


...a flat port helps you fill your frame with your 
subject instead of with empty space. 


to overcome that obstacle. 

The glass or plastic in a dome port 1s 
curved and eliminates, or corrects, the 
refraction that is 
inherent in flat ports. 
The purpose of a 
dome port is to allow 
a lens to maintain the 
same angle of view in 
the housing that it has 
in air. A dome port 
accomplishes this task 
by keeping all the 
light rays used to 
make the image at a 
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Wide-angle seascapes are 
best photographed with a 
large dome port. 
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90 degree angle to the film plane. 20 mm lens behind a dome port, the diameter of the dome, the sharper 
In essence, a dome port allows a_ lens remains a 20 mm lens. The bot- images are likely to be. However, it 
wide-angle lens to remain a wide- tom line here is that when you want a is important to make sure that a 


dome port is matched to the wide- 


The purpose of a dome port is to allow a lens to maintain angle lens being used, and even 


when that is the case, you might 


the same angle of view in the housing that it has in air. need to place a diopter in front of 


the lens so that your image will be in 


angle lens. In rough terms, if you lens to document a wide field, you focus. Most housing manufacturers 
were to use a 20 mm lens behind a __ need to use a dome port. publish a list that suggests various 
flat port it essentially becomes a Dome ports are not all the same _ diopter/lens combinations with 


35 mm lens. If you use the same though. The wider the radius or their dome ports. 





Getting Startec 


IF YOU ARE LIKE A LOT OF NEW UNDERWATER PHOTO- 


graphers you feel both a sense of excitement and a bit of 


intimidation about creating your own underwater images. 
You might have been on boats 
with a number of advanced 
underwater photographers 
and seen all their gear and lis- 
tened to conversations filled 
with terms such as f/stops, 
film speed, guide numbers, 
etc. Being a beginner, you may 
have not had a clue as to what 
they were talking about. And 
there you are with a brand- 
new point-and-shoot camera 
in a box. But not to worry. To 
enjoy your own success, you 
just need a little guidance. | 
First, take a few minutes > 


: So, You Have a 









Once you’re in the water, try to get close to your 
subject. If you can be within 3 to 5 feet of your subject 
with the lenses that come standard with most point-and- 
shoot cameras, you have a 
decent chance of creating a | 
good shot. Generally, the — 
more water you _ shoot 
through, the less pleasing ~ 
your image is likely to be — 
because colors weaken and 
images lose their crispness. : 

Also, make sure your sub- — 
jects fill a pleasing percentage — 
of your picture. Few things 
are as damaging to an under- 
water image as a subject 
that is so small within the 
frame that the image is 
difficult to see and becomes 





and read the information that — Beginning underwater photographers should follow the old uninteresting. | 
came with your camera pack- adage: practice makes perfect. Be aware that many point- 


age. There is much more 

helpful information in those sheets of paper than you 
suspect. Second, once you have become familiar with 
your equipment, consider taking a class. You don’t have 
to take the advanced class, but becoming familiar with 
photographic fundamentals is a key to long-term success 
and enjoyment. If you can’t find a class in your local 


area or your schedules don’t mesh, consider taking an 


online course. This course is designed for underwater 
photographers of all experience levels, no matter what 
type of camera equipment is owned. And rest assured 
that any photography course will help you to become 
familiar with the language of underwater photography, 
create more compelling images and protect your 
equipment. After attending a class, you'll gain the 
confidence and knowledge necessary to make you a 
successful photographer. 





WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


and-shoot cameras have acces- 
sories that will enable you to take full-frame photographs 
of relatively small subjects, such as nudibranchs, cowries 
and hermit crabs. Give these accessories a try if you are 
especially interested in photographing macro critters. 

Photograph your dive buddies doing things that divers 
enjoy, such as looking at or interacting with marine life, 
exploring wrecks and taking photographs of their own. 
The flip side of this suggestion is that you avoid the 
“Wave at the camera” or “Hi Mom” kinds of shots. 

Lastly, photograph people and marine life face first. 
Viewing audiences want to see the faces and eyes of your 
subjects, not tails swimming away. 

Reading the information that comes with your camera 
equipment, taking a course and following these tips will 
help you get started on the right foot and lead you down 
the path of photographic pleasure and success. 




















Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course 





consists of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 


24 www.skin-diver.com 








./ 
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Se From Wrecks tind R cfs... te. 
Adventures begin at AKR, where you'll dive the Bay | 
_ Island's largest shipwreck, El Aguila, just three minutes — 

from our dock. Frolic with dolphins, ofccteymelielayl grouper or 

explore our eel gardens. Wiertats(-lg f-\e)ele meleL mere) ¢-1) ledges 

and walls, or take a remote island excursion for a chance © 

shark encounter. Experience it all aboard the (ore ]anl(o]g ake) ie 

our modern custom dive fleet r-Vale) under ida) ‘supervision of pectic 

our PADI Gold Palm 5-Star dive pros. 


Te Ruins and River Rafting 
Continue your adventure in the mighty Mayan City of 
, Copan, where you'll explore the ceremonial 
(o]ge)Ulaletcmejmtaltcm-lalerciait people. mii (om aalgelele la) 
| thick cloud forests laced with trails of exotic 
| birds such as the elusive Quetzal. Or feel the 
rush of class Il, Ill and IV rapids along the 
Cangrejal River in Pico Bonito National Park. 
Ask about our optional programs to some of 
the world's most venerable adventures, 
starting from $85 per person. 





*$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill Standard 
room, 16% hotel tax not included. Valid for travel January 1-31, 
May, August, September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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The Preussen was the 
world’s only five-masted 
full-rigged ship. 
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COLIN DANIELS OF IPWICH, ENGLAND, IS 


researching shipwrecks in the English Channel 
and needs information on the Preussen, the largest 
square-rigger ever built. 

The Preussen, a German ship launched in 1902 
for the Fur Hamburg firm of R.F-. Laeisz, collided 
with the SS Brighton in the English Channel in 
1910. Attempts to tow the badly damaged ship to 
port failed, and she ran aground in Crab Bay at the 

foot of the 

Pp white cliffs of 

eC [ eC U § S eC Dover. Nick- 

named the 

Pride of Prussia and Queen of the Sea, she was the 
world’s only five-masted, full-rigged ship. 

The 408-foot cargo carrier was designed exclu- 
sively for the nitrate trade and carried 8,000 tons 
of it around Cape Horn in record time. She aver- 
aged 11 knots, while setting 43 sails that covered 
nearly 60,000 square feet. Most of the Preussen 
was salvaged for scrap during World War I, 
leaving scant remains at the foot of Dover’s cliffs. 
An impressive model built by marine artist Eric 
Swanson is on display at the San Francisco 
Maritime Museum, at the west end of Fisher- 
man’s Wharf, San Francisco Bay. More 

details about the five-master can be found in S/zps 
of the World by Lincoln Paine. 


I HAD JUST FINISHED WATCHING A VIDEO OF THE 
Perfect Storm, when Darlene Cooper of Boise, Ida- 


ho, asked about the Gezser, sunk off Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia, in 1888. The video’s storyline repeat- 





edly referred to the far-flung island where Glouces- 
ter fishermen venture in search of swordfish. 

In July 1888, Darlene’s grandmother emigrated 
to America from Copenhagen, Denmark, aboard 
the Geiser. Less than a month later, while 
homeward bound, the vessel collided with the 
Thingvalla and sank with a loss of 105 lives. 
Darlene has done an outstanding job of tracing 
her grandmother’s ship, including a copy of her 
emigration register and an informative bbok— 
North Atlantic Seaway—but she would like to 
know exactly where the Geiser sank. 

Checking microfilm from newspapers dating 
back to 1888 would be one possibility, while con- 
tacting someone on Sable Island might be another. 
Although I have a chart of wrecks off Newfound- 
land, I have nothing on Nova Scotia. I would be in- 
terested in hearing from readers who know some- 
thing about the waters off Sable Island. 


NEIL HORAN OF FERNdale, Washington, asks, 
“Where off the coast of California is the ‘Devil’s 
Jaw’ and are treasure ships sunk near it?” 

Fifty miles northwest of Santa Barbara lies a 
rocky Pacific bluff California divers know as 
Honda Point. Listed on maps as Point Pedernales, 
it was called La Guijada del Diablo (or the Devil’s 
Jaw) by the Spanish who sailed their treasure 
galleons between Mexico and the Orient. 
Mariners later dubbed the area between Point 
Purisima and Point Conception—including Hon- 
da—the Graveyard of the Pacific. This 25-mile 
stretch, encompassed by fog and battered by wind 
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and waves, claimed many ships on its 
dangerous shoals. 

Most notable are nine U.S. Navy de- 
stroyers that took a wrong turn in 1923 
and rammed into Honda Point. Seven of 
them remain today, rusting and disinte- 
grating in the Devil’s Jaw. The steamer 
Edith, whose passengers carried sub- 
stantial sums of money to invest in the 
California Gold Rush, went down in 
1848. The Yankee Blade, with successful 
miners and a $153,000 gold shipment 
aboard, was gobbled up by the Jaw in 
1854. 

The purser’s vault of the Santa Rosa 
held an undisclosed amount of gold 
coin when it sank in 1927, none of it 
ever recovered. The SS Cuba’s 
$400,000 in silver bullion, lost when 
the mail ship ran aground in 1923, is 
still down there, too. The list goes on, 
each account more intriguing than the 
other, not to mention the galleons and 
their New World treasures that have 
never been found. 


TOM TAYLOR, LIGHTHOUSE HISTORI- 
an, Ponce De Leon Inlet, Florida, re- 
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ports on current plans for surveying and 
mapping the SS Commodore. 

The steam-powered tug was trans- 
porting arms and ammunition for 
Cuban freedom fighters, when it sank in 
a storm off Daytona Beach in 1897. 
Stephen Crane, author of The Red 


[The Preussen] 
ran aground in 
Crab Bay at the 
foot of the white 
cliffs of Dover. 


Badge of Courage, was aboard the ship 
when it sank. He and three other pas- 
sengers endured a hard night at sea ina 
10-foot dinghy before it washed ashore. 
The adventure inspired Crane to pen, 
The Open Boat, hailed by journalist 
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i CATMAN HSLANDS _ , _ SUNSHINE SUITES/GEORGETOWN VILLAS > 


PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, = 
SUBJECT TO VALID DATES AND AVARABLTY, 
ALL RATES INCLUDE TAX. 


. PETEREHUGHES DIVING IVEABOARDS 





Ralph Paine as “...one of the finest short 
stories ever written.” 

The Commodore was discovered in the 
late 1960s by local diver Don 
Serbousek, who wasn’t sure of its identi- 
ty until 1986, when researcher Peggy 
Friedman compared artifacts from the 
wreck to the original cargo manifest. 
Engaged in filibustering (support ofa 
revolution in a foreign country), 
the vessel’s name and home port had 
been shrouded in secrecy. There will be 
no excavation or salvage of the wreck 
until a full survey is completed by divers 
from the Cambrian Foundation and East 
Carolina University. A major exhibit, 
accompanied by a video (“Stephen 
Crane and the Commodore’) can be seen 
at the lighthouse. 


If you have any information about the 
waters off Sable Island or if you have any 
other wreck inquiries, write to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd, White Hall, 
MD), 21161. Be sure to include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a personal reply. 
Ellsworth can also be e-mailed at 
aced@gateway.net. 
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Dacor Airtrim BC 

Available in two versions, the Nautica for men and Xtremelle for 
women, Dacor’s Airtrim BCs have a stand-out feature: There’s no 
inflator hose. The new patented design relies instead on a palm- 
sized console mounted on the left pocket. Push one button to 
inflate and the other to deflate. Two dump valves, one on the 
shoulder and one near the waist, are connected to the console by a 
pneumatic circuit and open simultaneously when the deflate 
button is pushed. This allows the diver to dump air whether in an 
upright, head-down or horizontal position. Other BC features 
include weight integration, a handle integrated into the backplate 
and an adjustable cummerbund. 

Dacor: (800) 323-0463, www.divedacor.com 


ALLEN AND DARYL CARSON 


GEARANDGADGETS 


BY RYAN 





Harvey’s TWREX Titanium Drysuit 

The TWREX neoprene drysuit from Harvey’s incorporates a solid coating of tita- 
nium foil applied directly to both sides of the neoprene sheet, which creates a 
reflective surface to radiate heat back to the diver. Other features include 
low-profile, high-performance Apeks valves, heavy-duty zipper (men’s suits 
also come standard with a “relief zipper’), oversized Swiss Keviar knee pads 
and heavy duty vulcanized dry boots. Available in 5 and 7 mm versions. 
Harvey’s: (800) 347-0054, www.harveys-divesuits.com 
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Sea Vision MaxVision Mask 

Brought to you by the same people that paved the way for color- 
correcting masks, the MaxVision Ultra 2200 is designed for use 
in low-visibility environments such as lakes, rivers, quarries and 
waters of the North Atlantic. The yellow lenses amplify available 
light, enhancing contrast and allowing the diver to enjoy more of 
the underwater world. The Ultra 2200 features a soft black sili- 
cone skirt and low-volume design for comfort and easy clearing. 
Sea Vision: (800) 732-6275, www.seavisionusa.com 


















Nexus F4 Pro Housing 

The F4 Pro, shown here with the 70-180 macro zoom port, 
provides access to all of the Nikon F4’s features and controls, 
including lens operation. The multi-port system is easily 
reconfigured to fit the 60 mm lens, 105 mm lens and the 180 
Sigma macro lens. The Pro also supports wide-angle lenses, 
from the 16 mm fisheye to the 35 mm medium wide. Dual 
sync TTL ports, multiple accessory mounts and a host of 
professional accessories are available for this 

compact and lightweight system. 

Nexus: (858) 455-0873, www.usanexus.com 


RipTide Legends BC 
The RipTide BC is packed with features for the modern diver. In 
addition to the standard adjustable cummerbund, epaulets and 
chest closures, It’s tricked out with 12 D-rings, cargo pockets and 
weight pockets that allow divers to stuff or purge extra gear at will. 
And this puppy gives you 38 pounds of lift, making it perfect 
for the highly-geared cold water diver. 

RipTide: (303) 635-8181, www.diveriptide.com == 


St. Moritz Momentum M1 Watch 

The new Momentum M1 on steel bracelet from St. Moritz Watch Corp. 
is solid stainless steel with unidirectional bezels, screw backs and 
waterproof screw-down crown. The dial is painted with Blackout 
Superluminous, for striking legibility—even in the dark. 

St. Moritz: (800) 663-1881, www.st-moritz.com 
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World’s 

Scuba Depth 
and Distance 
Record Holder 


NEAL WATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


800-327-8150 


Local 954-462-3400 Fax 954-462-4100 
www.nealwatson.com 


Visit all of our 


Neal Watson Undersea Adventures 


affiliate destinations: 
Andros, Bimini, Nassau, Walker’s Cay, 
Freeport, Belize, Mexico, Bonaire, 
Dominican Republic and St. Lucia 


SCUBA ae 


Walker's Cay-The'World’s Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Ghumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN’s 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


CB BEW SVAN Tels ts 
$360 pp double occupancy Toll Free US 


ByAUheW Nimeesalelitionisel seein 800-513-5257 


Room Taxes & Gratuities In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 
3 Dives Daily 
Complimentary Arrival and Departure 


Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety WALKER’S CAY 


Breakfast/Dinner Daily UNDERSEA ADVENTURES mi... HOTEL AND MARINA 


+ e-mail: walkers@nealwatson.com 
+ internet: hito://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 


A NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 


* BiMDINN .uedust A FEW Short Miles 
A Across The Culsiream... a 


¢ Wrecks, Reefs, Sharks, Dolohins PO a EL World Away 


eTonsofusiondhgMainelie a. 


« Newly Rernodeled Hotel With Restaurant on 
¢ Dive Shop On Premises : 
« PAD! Dive Instructors On Staft 


e-mail tnfo@scubabimin 


800-848-4073 


(954) 462-3400 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.htm 
far (9543 462-4100 


Ocean front resort with a 

Dive shop on thé premises! 

Learn to dive in 3 hours. 

Xanadu Undersea Adventures offers up to four dives 
daily including night dives, wrecks, hand feeding 
sharksywalls, instruction and restal, I joy our 
private Troy pool & tennis: Were minutes from 
solf, casino & shopping. 


dday/2nt 
pkes from 
S$ IU As; pp 
$00-327-8150) 


XANADU 
i sia Noam UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Bea GRAND TAN or LAN IT AN 

A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventure Afffiate 
www. nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
or e-mail:xanadu@nealwatson.com 


US. (954) 462-3400 

US. (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
Dive Shop (242) 352-3813 
P.O. Box 21766 

¥t. Lauderdale, 

Florida 33335 


























by Daryl Carson 
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|, LIKE MANY DIVERS, HAVE ALWAYS BEEN CURSED WITH THE NEED TO GET 7HE BEST. OR, AT LEAST AS CLOSE TO THE BEST AS 
my budget would allow. When it came time to buy a dive light, the best translated into the biggest, 
and | became the proud owner of a light the size of a cinder block. Only, a cinder block wouldn't have 
weighed quite so much. 

But those were the dark ages, and here in the enlightened future (forgive the pun), divers have 
access to torches that are smaller, lighter and brighter than ever. Sure, the biggest and best crowd 
can now pay big pesos for video-quality HID rigs with rechargeable battery-packs and separate light 
heads (yes, | have one). But a new breed of hand-helds has also emerged. Engineered for just the 

right balance between compactness and power, most are fueled by easy-to-find C-cell alkaline 
batteries or small rechargeable units. They travel well, pack light and are nearly effortless to 
wield underwater. And each will punch a big, gaping hole in the dark. 


Photo/Dary! Carson 
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Mince tics ‘ A The beauty of the Tec 600 is in its straight-forward design: 
Sunlight C8 ) | Batteries in a tube with a bulb on one end. And, for a relatively 
- See = small, sleek light, it produces a hefty beam, thanks in part to a 
The alpha male in the UK’s Sunlight C halogen lamp. Powered by six C-cells, it is the optimal do-it-all 
series is the C8. Powered by either eight C-cell alkaline bat- size: small enough to stay in a BC pocket for day dives, big enough to pull primary light 
teries or a rechargeable battery pack (Nicad or alkalines), it duty at night. Rated to 1,000 feet, there should be no qualms about taking this work- 
pumps out 13.2 watts with a Xenon-filled bulb. Actually, there | horse deep. And, there are a couple of nice accessories available, namely a wide-beam 
are two bulbs; two lamps, placed side by side, can be used reflector and a red lens filter (for sneaking up on lobsters at night). The no-fuss tog- 
alternately. Turn the rotating switch to the left and one bulb gle switch is streamlined to reduce snags. Princeton Tectonics: (609) 298-6871; 

Slides into the center of the reflector and lights up. Turn it www.princetontec.com 
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back to the right, and the other takes its | Pelican Nerno 
place. The bulbs provide up to 60 hours of =| ric 


burn time, and a back-up that's literally a The secret to the Nemo’s slim size is that it packs eight C-cells in a space nor- 
at the diver's fingertips. Another notable | mally reserved for just six, thanks to an ultra-compact battery pod. It all fits into a 
is the unique locking mechanism that | polymer housing rated to 500 feet. The light’s structural integrity is maintained by using a clever mag- 
slides in and out of the bottom of the | netic switch that doesn’t require any extra holes in the body. The only opening is the one covered by the 
switch. Pull it out (to unlock) before the screw down lens cover. Keep the O-ring in good shape, and this light should never flood. 

dive, and it almost doubles the size of the The Nemo uses a Xenon gas lamp and puts out 13.8 watts of light directed by a parabolic focused 
switch face, making it easier to manipu- | —_ reflector. The magnetic switch is removable, so that any excess material picked up from the sand can 
late. The C8 is built from ABS and poly- | _be periodically cleaned away. A locking mechanism keeps the light from accidentally turning on when 
carbonate plastic and is protected by a | — jostled around in a dive bag. And, all of this functionality is wrapped in a well-styled package. 
bezel cover. Underwater Kinetics: (858) Thermoplastic over-molding on the grip and shroud enhances the Nemo’s aesthetics while making it 
913-9100; www.uwkinetics.com easier to handle with bare hands. Pelican Products: (310) 326-4700; www.pelican.com 


Photo/Kimberly Richey 


32 www.skin-diver.com 








The “Il” in Shockwave II obviously denotes that this is 
the newest incarnation of the Shockwave series. But it 





could also stand for the light’s new technology—a dual filament bulb. The 
bulb uses two independent filaments. One burns at six watts, and its neighbor 
heats up to 13. A special switch allows the diver to select either power setting. 

The payoff to this setup is also two-fold. First is the benefit of having a built- 
in backup. If one filament burns out, simply switch over to the other and con- 
tinue your dive. The other is being able to select the most appropriate setting for 
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A lean, mean, bright shining machine, the Tektite 
Trek 6000 is a no-frills six C-cell light rated to with- 
stand depths to 300 feet. The pistol grip handle 
can be slid on and off at will and is held in place by a simple (but 
strong) tension clip. It’s easy to remove, which is a great feature for 
packing this light away in a bootie or wetsuit sleeve for extra protection 
during travel. Sans handle, this light is also compact enough to stow in 
a BC pocket. 

The Xenon bulb is good for 25 hours of use, and a spare is included 
with the light. And, at 7.65 watts, the Trek 6000 is plenty bright enough 
for use aS a primary night diving light or to investigate the dark 


a given dive. If you’re on a night dive and don’t want to blind the entire reef, the 
six-watt filament will give you a more subtle presence while nearly doubling 
battery life from five to 10 hours. 

The Shockwave II is powered by eight C-cells, comes with a spare bulb and 
is designed with an easy-to-manipulate switch lock. It’s depth-rated to 1,000 
feet. Princeton Tectonics: (609) 298-6871; www.princetontec.com 
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LZ Underwater 
Kinetics Light 
Cannon 100 


UK’s Light Cannon 100 is bringing HID 
power to the little people. High Intensity 
Discharge (HID) technology is no longer rele- 
gated to the realm of video production and 
cave diving. The Light Cannon 100 uses 
eight C-cells to power a glowing ball of ion- 
ized gas. The light produced is whiter (closer 
to the color temperature of the sun), so it 
penetrates farther into the water column. The 
10-watt HID metal halide bulb produces light 
equivalent to that of a standard 25-watt 
lamp. The HID bulb will last as long as 1,000 
hours, and burn time is between three and 
four hours on a Set of batteries. 

Also suitable for video production, the Light 
Cannon can be fitted with a wide-angle filter to 
increase light coverage. Built-in safety features 
include a thermostat controlled shutdown 
- mechanism to avoid over-heating, a polarized 
battery chamber and isolated electronics. 

Both a pistol grip and lantern handle are 
* available. The handles slide into a groove on 
the case (made from durable ABS, TPE and 
polycarbonate plastic) and are held in place 
; bya set screw. This makes the chosen handle 
easily removable for using the light in other 
~= applications, like video. A locking device on 
me the On/Off switch must be pulled down before 
1 the light can be turned on and prevents acci- 
dental discharge of the batteries when the 
light is not in use. When first turned on, the 
light will take 20 seconds before reaching full 
brightness, and must be turned off for at 
least three seconds before it can be activated 
again. Underwater Kinetics: (858) 513-9100; 
www.uwkinetics.com 








crevices of wrecks and reefs during the day. An especially well- 
designed jeweled reflector helps direct each of those watts in a wide, 
uniform beam. An optional spot reflector can also be installed for those 
that prefer greater focus. 

To ensure water tightness, the Trek 6000 is protected by double 
O-ring seals, even around the switch. And, if the switch should fail, the 
backup twist-on feature allows divers to use the light simply by tightening 
down the lens cover. Tektite: (800) 540-2814; www.tek-tite.com 
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Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 


month we bring you the 


BY KYLE FOSTER 


latest in diving media. 


STEVE ROSENBERG’S DISCLAIM- 
er in the introduction of Diving 
& Snorkeling Monterey Peninsula 
& Northern California pretty 
much sums it up: “Diving in 
Monterey Bay and Northern 
California isn’t for everyone.” 
I’m not normally itching to get 
into those frigid waters, but after 
hearing it described so passion- 
ately by someone who has dived 
the area for more than 30 years, 
I might be willing to give it a try. 
According to Rosenberg, 
“Diving on 
Diving & days when 
Snorkeling Monterey | the visibility 
Peninsula & is over 50 feet 
Northern California | and the sun 
by Steve Rosenberg | bursts 
Lonely Planet through the 
Publications, $16.99, | cloak of fog 

(800) 275-8555, or clouds is 
www.lonelyplanet.com | like floating 
through =a 
giant Redwood forest—an awesome and 
addictive experience.” 

Well, OK! This wonderfully colorful 
narration is complimented by detailed 
maps of both streets and dive site loca- 
tions, so navigat- . 
ing topside and | 
below is a | 
breeze. There § Montere 
are also in-depth | _ 8 
descriptions of 
46 dive _ sites, 
beautiful pictures 
and lots of help- 
Fit 
tips ee 
(such as “ae 
to bring plen- “~~ 
ty of quarters for parking) to make the 
unacquainted diver feel right at home. It 
all adds up to an essential guide to diving 
Central and Northern California. 

















For information on how to submit a 
product for review in Diver’s 


Library, contact Kyle Foster at 
fosterk@emapusa.com. 
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(bree Different Prive Vacations in One 


iver’s Journal 
- very diver has heard about the Cayman Islands. These Caribbean islands are known for their numerous dive 
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sites that offer 80-degree water, 100-foot visibility and a spectacular underwater world. All three islands, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac, and Little Cayman have many similarities: great service, top-notch hotels, 
professional dive operators, and a safe environment—day and night. However, each island is unique, offering a dif- 
ferent dive vacation experience that caters to all kinds of divers, from beginners to experts. 
Grand Cayman’s diverse diving is matched by its topside activities, which has something for everybody. It has an 
abundance of dive shops and resorts that would satisfy any diver and it also 
boasts a city-life atmosphere to please all travelers: shopping, snorkelling, 


windsurfing, jetskiing, fine dining, nightlife, museums, golfing, and just plain CAYMAN 
relaxing. The Sister Islands, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, also offer the 

same top-notch diving and service, and are easily accessible from Grand 

Cayman. Cayman Brac has a population of just over 1,000 with all of the ISLAND 
amenities one would expect on a resort island, but with a small-town feel. 


Little Cayman, on the other hand, is 10 miles long and one mile wide, has 
over 100 residents, and is a perfect hideaway for divers who want pure 


relaxation and little interruption. WWW. dl ive Caym an. ky 
a PPCUET uyWinyD o JUyeT Uvuay Do JOOYET Wray ay | “00D 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 





a Bob Soto’s Diving = uae 


P.O. Box 1601 GT « Grand Cayman, BWI 


gaat Tel: 1-888-695-7400 © Fax: (345) 949-8731 Tel: (800)-83-DIVER 
Sy oe Se E-mail: hohsote1 @candw.ky GT Shop: (345) 949-5679 
Sy Web: www. bobsotosdiving.com Comfort Suites: (345) 946-DIVE 
ce - ~-mail: did@ : 
oe Nobody, simply nobody, dives with as much service friendliness, — aa i te eee " 
rs customer satisfaction and personal commitment to YOUR total ; F B 
vacation enjoyment as Bob Soto's Diving. New for 2001 - eoavenicnd 
— ae ; y located in George Town harbor we depart for daily 2-tank/ 
cal He oui mae Les garb See Packages, 1-tank dives. This location is great for instruction and has an excellent shore 
h 5 a Trois a th te d eH oan dive (wreck of the Cali, see photo). Our private dock in Snug Harbor takes 
Lae ae ae ae peas or Dive Only you directly to the North Wall and Sting Ray City. On site dive shop at 
Packages - - at great values. Forty-Four Years of Taking Your Fun Seriously! SOMO T OUNES 2 MING BeaCH Wi exeellonparkades: 
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Brac Reef & Little 
Cayman Beach Resort sarc damreinnibia da 


4-800-327-3835 1-800-G-CAYMAN 
Tel: (727) 323-8727 ¢ Fax: (727) 323-8827 
E-mail: bestdiving@reefseas.com 
Web: www.braclitile.com 


With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to 
experience the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. 
As the national flag carrier, Cayman Airways offers 
convenient schedules from four U.S. gateways: 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Bloody Bay Wall, gore 
Houston, Tampa, Orlando and Miami. 


the Capt. Keith Tibbetts wreck and more than 70 fabulous dive sites, 
offer unsurpassed diving. Reef Diver’s award-winning dive 
operation is complimented by the resorts service and amenities that keeps 


guests coming back year after year. 
Photo and video shop located on property. CIRCLE # 53 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 


CIRCLE # 51 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 


www.caymanairways.com 
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Recently, my dive buddy, an expert diver, and I, a begin- 
ner, jumped on a plane to discover the Cayman Islands first- 
hand. We found that each island has its own charming qual- 
ities, and one thing remained the same: the diving was 
unbelievable. Join us on our seven-day journey through the 
Cayman Islands and find out why all three islands are a dive 
destination like no other. 


Day 1 Grand Cayman — We Dive Right In! 


On our first morning we dove Sand Chute and Aquarium, 
both located on the West Side. Sand Chute is famous for its 
60-foot sandy "ski" slope, a great starting point for a spec- 
tacular dive where we encountered Southern Stingrays 
feeding on Conch shells, and schools of Horse-eye Jacks. 
At Aquarium we found large, healthy strands of day-feeding 
Pillar Coral, along with Yellowtail Snappers. 

After our morning dive, we headed to Seven Mile Beach. 
It's a great place to relax and enjoy the white-sand beaches 
and aqua-blue water that The Cayman Islands is famous for. 


Lounge chairs are abundant, and the beachfront offers & 
snorkelling, windsurfing, and jetskiing. Before the sun went | 


down, we did a shore dive off Sunset House Resort in search 
of the new lady in town, Amphitrite. Amphitrite is an impres- 
sive nine-foot, 6(00-pound bronze mermaid watching over the 
beautiful sunset reef. She is easy to reach with a dive shop 
on the premises and resting just 100 yards offshore. 

We ended our day on Grand Cayman with dinner at a truly 
world-class sushi restaurant, Bamboo, located at the Hyatt 
Regency, telling stories of our first three dives and antici- 
pating our next day. 


Day 2: Grand Cayman — 
Tarpon, Stingrays, & Atlantis Sub, Oh My! 


On our second day we dove Tarpon Alley and Martin’s 
Wall. At Tarpon Alley, up to 100 Tarpon can be found resting 
in the shadows of the sandy alleyways that lead to the drop- 
off of North Wall. Spotted Eagle Rays are almost as com- 
mon and will often delight divers throughout a dive. Martin’s 
Wall, located on Grand Cayman’s East End, was adorned 
with purple seafans and forests of feathery gorgonians, 
which provide hideouts and shelter for colorful tropicals and 
large trumpetfish. And, of course, the ever present turtles. 

After a quick lunch, we headed to Stingray City. Our dive 
operator, Sunset Divers, offered a service for both divers 
and snorkellers. An easy dive at 15 feet, we were able to get 
a close look at these beautiful creatures as they danced 
around us, sometimes 20 at a time. You could actually 












‘CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Speciacular sponge life off North Wali on Grand Cayman. 





touch them as they swept by, feeling their skin and their 
strength at each passing. 

Since 15 feet wasn’t deep enough for my dive buddy, we 
headed to the Atlantis Dive Center for its 1,000-foot sub- 
marine adventure, the only one like it in the world. It was 
truly amazing! If that’s going a little too deep, other sub 
adventures are offered in George Town, Cayman’s capital. 
And don’t forget to check out the new Duty Free Mall while 
you're there. It offers an abundance of shopping, and also 
houses the new 12,000-gallon aquarium. 

For nightlife, we opted for something different: Bed 
Restaurant and Lounge. With numerous food options and 
a cool, hip ambience, Bed is just one more example of 
Grand Cayman’s diverse dining choices. 


Day 3: Grand Cayman — It Just Gets Better 


It was our last day on Grand Cayman, and the diving just 
got better. We headed to North Wall and Pinnacles with 
Dive Tech, a dive shop conveniently located on the premis- 
es of our resort: Cobalt Coast Resort located on the North 
Western tip of the island at Boatswain Bay. At North Wall, 
the odd Hammerhead shark may sometimes come in for a 
curious look and we were fortunate enough to be visited by 
one. Pinnacles is a shallow coral reef that hosts everything 
from small groups of Pompano to tiny pipefish. Barracuda 
will also often await your return to the boat in a silent vigil 
beneath the keel. 

On the way to our next adventure, we stopped off at 
another one of Grand Cayman’s fantastic beaches: Rum 
Point. After a quick dip in the soothing ocean, we hopped 
onboard the Rum Point Ferry and headed back to the 
Safehaven Dock. From there, we headed to the Turtle Farm 
for a guided tour. Home to approximately 16,000 turtles, the 
farm serves as a breeding ground and has helped preserve 
the endangered Green Sea Turtle over its 30-year history. A 
site worth seeing, the Turtle Farm also offers release pro- 
grams where anyone can release their very own turtle— 
something adults and kids alike continue to enjoy. 

To cap off the day, we relaxed with a beautiful and deli- 
cious twilight dinner at Grand Old House, overlooking the 
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For full details, contact Caribbean Adventures 
Dive Travel at 1-800-887-8569 or 
email Kristi@worlddive.com or log onto www. fisheye.com 


Affordable Cayman The Best Deal! At the Best Price! Enjoy the comfort of Sunshine 
Suites, Grand Caymans new all-suites resort, Full kitchen facilities & pool. Experience 
superb diving with Fisheye Photo, Video and Diving. 4 nights with 3 days of diving 
from $585pp double occ. 
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Treasure Island Divers 


P.0. Box 30975 Grand Cayman, BWi 
Toll Free U.S. & Canada: (800) 872-7552 
Tel: (954) 351-8998 « Fax: (954) 351-9740 

Web: tidivers.com 
E-mail: tidivers@diveres.com 


Talk to our customers, and get the real story on 
Treasure Island Divers. Visit our website at: www.tidivers.com 
and go to our “Talk to Our Customers” page. We stand on our 

reputation. Unlimited dive packages year-round, great boats, 
great staff—and giving you the best service is what 
we're all about! 
PLUS, we have the only boat dock on 7-mile Beach, 
SO WE GET YOU TO THE BEST DIVE SITES FIRST! 
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Eden Rock Diving Centre 


Tel: (345) 949-7243 ¢ Fay: (345) 949-0842 
E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
Web: www.edenrockdive.com 
We are committed to making sure you have a great vacation! With 
friendly professional staff offering diving packages, 
that combine boat diving in small groups with unlimited 
shore diving, at two of Cayman’s best shallow reefs. 
We offer PADI, NAUI, SSI, BS-AC certification and 
student referral dives. Nitrox is available. 
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Cayman Island 
Department of Tourism 


Tal: (800) 346-3313 
Web: www.divecayman.ky 


The ultimate underwater website. 
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Capt. Don’s 
Cayman Diver Ltd. 


Tel: 345-946-4386 
E-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
Web: www.caymandiver. ky 


Dive personally with a Capt. Don Foster owned and 
operated company. At Cayman Diver Ltd. we offer personalized 
service for beginner and advanced divers. We specialize in 3-tank 
dive trips that include continental breakfast and a hot lunch as well as 
2 tank dives, night dives, instruction and snorkel trips to the world 
famous Stingray City. We offer customized private dive charters. 
Our dive shop is located at the Grand Caymanian Resort. 

For information and reservations call 345-946-4386. 
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Cayman Islands Small Dive Operators 
Are YOU looking for very SMALL DIVE GROUPS with extended bottom times, on 
COMFORTABLE and FAST BOATS, early & FLEXIBLE departure times, 
CHOICE of DIVE SITES, FREE hotel/condo pick-ups, the VERY BEST of 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE, ALL at the LOWEST of PRICES!! 


CALL 
Peter at Peter MILBURN'S DIVE CAYMAN LTD., 
Tel: 1-345-945-5770 Mobile 1-345-916-0814 
e-mail: pmilburn@candw.ky 
Nick at RED BARON CHARTERS 
Tel: 1-345-949-9116 Mobile: 1-345-916-1293 
Paul at DIVE ‘N STUFF, Tel: 1-345-94-SCUBA 
Mobile: 1-345-916-2490 
e-mail: divenstuff@cayman.org 


Bihtd Sra 
DIVERS 
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Cobalt Coant Resort & 
Surten 


Grand Cayman Cayman Islands 


For Information & Reservations Call: 
TOLL FREE : (800) 992-2015 
Tel: (305) 670-4911 © Fax: (305) 670-4948 
www.cobaltcoast.com « E-mail: info@cobaltcoast.com 


This brand new intimate oceanfront resort is located on the 
Northwest shore of Boatswains Bay in Grand Cayman - a few 
miles from Turtle Farm, north of Seven Mile Beach. Cobalt Coast 
Specializes in providing personal service and attention. Featuring 
18 spacious Guest Rooms, 1 & 2-bedroom Suites & Villas, 
“Duppies” Restaurant & Bar, Pool & Jacuzzi. A full service profes- 
sional Dive and Watersports Center with on-site boat dock operat- 
ed by Divetech offers a variety of exciting Dive Packages. 
CIRCLE # 60 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 


Tel: (345) 949-1700 Turtle Reef * (345) 946-5658 Cobalt Coast 
www.divetech.com ¢ E-mail: divetech@candw.ky 


Now a second great location to serve you at 
Cobalt Coast Resort the ultimate in diving adventures 
at an intimate full service resort! 


Shore Diving ¢ Daily Boat Trips * Scuba Training 
Free Diving * SCR/CCR Rebreathers © Scooters 
Tek Training ¢ Air/Nitrox/Mixed Gas ¢ Cobalt Coast pkgs 
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Grand Cayman 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 
E-mail: redsail@candw.ky 
Web: www.redsailcayman.com 


The NEW HOLIDAY INN has joined forces with 
Grand Cayman’s finest dive operator RED SAIL SPORTS. 
The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ package includes: 
brand NEW ACCOMMODATION, custom boats offering 
DAILY DIVING with luxury service, a FREE night dive, 
FREE afternoon boat dives, FREE sunset sail and great 
SUBMARINE discounts. Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 
Prices from $435pp/dbl occ. for three night stay. 
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Red Sail Sports 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 
E-mail: redsail@candw.ky 
Web: www.redsailcayman.com 

Our dive package for 2001 is crazier than our Millennium offer. 

LUXURY accommodation, DAILY DIVING, a FREE night dive, 
FREE afternoon boat dives, FREE Sunset Sail and SUBMARINE 
discounts. NO CHARGE for custom boats and luxury service. 
The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ is offered at many exciting locations 


on Grand Cayman including the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casuarina, 


Marriott Beach Resort, Indies Suites, Rum Point and several 
condominiums. Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 
Four day stays from $435pp/dbl occ. 
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ocean. This was fine dining with a historical twist: The charm- 
ing restaurant is built in one of the oldest homes on the island. 
We ended our three-day journey to Grand Cayman with 
excitement about the next adventure: Cayman Brac. 


Day 4 Cayman Brac — Nature’s Paradise 


We flew into Cayman Brac (only 45 minutes from Grand 
Cayman on Island Air), arriving after the morning dive, so we 
decided to check out the Brac’s topside attractions instead. 
Cayman Brac has plenty. It is one of the rare places where the 
modern world conveniences and nature come together to cre- 
ate a blissful oasis. You can still Keep in touch with the rest of 
the world, if you want to, but you can also toss the cell phones 
and Internet for ocean views from Cayman Brac’s Bluff, hikes 
up to the lighthouse, enjoying a swim, riding a bike, bird 
watching or go cave exploring. There are over 35 nature site 
that can be explored. 

After a day of adventure where we encountered a Cayman 
Brac parrot and found some sleeping bats in one of the 
island’s caves, we went for a swim at our hotel, Carib Sands 
Beach Resort, then headed to the Captain’s Table for an 
excellent dinner. Dive stories were shared with our dinner 
companions. They dove the Russian warship, M.V. Captain 
Keith Tibbetts that morning. Attracting eagle rays, stingrays, 
Jew fish, and more, the ship can be reached from the shore 
and snorkellers often visit the site, with visibility reaching its 
50-foot depth. The 330-foot ship was sunk in September 1996 
and has since become a must-do dive while visiting the island. 


Day 5 Cayman Brac — Brac Diving-Anchor’s Away 


Just because we were on a smaller island didn’t mean that 
the service was limited. Reef Divers on Cayman Brac pam- 
pered us with their dive site knowledge and excellent service. 
Anchor Wall, the first dive of the day, is a long, luxurious swim- 
through that starts at about 70 feet, leads past an ancient 
anchor and opens out onto the face of the wall at 110 feet. 
Here we encountered unusually large Spotted Eagle Rays as 
they visited a drop-off festooned with seafans and sponges. 
Charlie’s Reef is a shallow site with large schools of striped 
grunts and cobia. Juvenile drums are common and short 
swim-throughs and overhangs provide shelter for large snap- 
per and timid Squirrelfish. Small creatures abound, so it was 
worth our time to settle in one spot to catch all the action. 

The divemasters were also kind enough to tell us of another 
of Cayman Bracs highlights: The Westerly Ponds. A great 
location for bird photography and a site for nature lovers, 
Westerly Ponds is on the southwest side of the island and is 
one of the 35 nature tourism sites. After a leisurely stroll, we 
headed back for a quick bite at the hotel, then prepared for our 
flight to Little Cayman. 


Day 6 Little Cayman — Iguanas Have the Right of Way 


Little Cayman is slightly smaller than the Brac. You can tell 
how much smaller just by its airport, which shares space with 
the post office and fire department! The landing strip consists 
of a grassy airstrip surrounded by lush terrain. We were picked 
up by the hotel van, and whisked off to the luxurious Conch 
Club Condominiums. We chose to grab one of the many 
unlocked bikes to take a tour of the island. Now on an island 
that has fewer cars than iguanas, we understood the draw to 
this small island, that is just a 30-minute plane ride from Grand 
Cayman and eight minutes from Cayman Brac on Island Air. 
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On our bike ride we found Point 0’ Sand Beach. Geared with 
snorkelling equipment, we spent the afternoon leisurely enjoy- 
ing the crystal-blue waters and white sand, our only encounter 
with a stranger came from a local hermit crab. Biking back to 
the hotel, we stopped at the island’s historical museum that 
offers plenty of history on Little Cayman’s evolution since 
Columbus discovered the islands 500 years ago. Although 
kayaking, sailing, fishing and other activities are offered on the 
island, the choice was made to have a nice massage then 
head over to the Hungry Iguana restaurant for dinner. This is 
the beauty of Little Cayman: You can be on a secluded island 
and still have a wonderfully prepared meal with a French cook 
in the kitchen. 


Day 7 Little Cayman — Diving Bloody Bay Wall 


Little Cayman’s dive operators may live on a relaxed island, 
but they know how to be professional and the service is 
exceptional. If we were going to stay longer, we could have 
just left our dive gear on the boat, ready for the next day’s 
dive. Our first dive of the day was to Eagle Ray Roundup, 
located on the famous Bloody Bay Wall. Swim throughs were 
abundant in the reefs, which led to sandy coves filled with 
underwater life. Here we found purple and white shrimp on 
corkscrew anemones. At Donna’s Delight, the featured attrac- 
tions were the friendly Nassau Groupers. They relish having 
their chins and backs scratched, which makes for great photo 
ops for the slide show back home. 

After lunch and a massage at The Nature Spa at Little 
Cayman Beach Resort, which offers full pampering packages, 
we took a ride out to see the iguanas at Mahogany Bay. These 
creatures are so friendly, if they see you coming, they will run 
out to greet you, but have some bread crumbs ready because 
they are hungry. A unique feature to the island is also the red- 
footed boobies that inhabit it, a treat for both birdlovers and 
travelers alike. There are 20,000 currently living on the island 
and they are a found at Tarpon Lake and Booby Pond, the 
largest nesting colony in the Western Hemisphere. 

Relishing in the tranquility and quiet of the island, we went for 
an afternoon swim then spent the night staring at the stars in the 
darkened sky. No phones rang, no horns honked. Shoes were 
optional. Relaxation was mandatory and we happily obliged. 


Leaving the Cayman Islands was not easy. We were able to 
enjoy three different worlds in just seven days: The quicker 
pace of Grand Cayman, fun and adventure on Cayman Brac, 
and pure relaxation on Little Cayman. All three islands offer 
fantastic diving—for all kinds of divers. But, they also offer a 
dream vacation for everybody. Whether you want fine dining, 








Sunset House 


Tel: 688-281-3826 ¢ Fax: 345-949-7101 


E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 


Dive right off shore, day or night, and see Sunset House’s 

beautiful 9-foot tall bronze mermaid. Her arms stretch out 

protecting Sunset Reef, making it one of the most talked 

about dive sites in the world today. Rebreathers and 
Nitrox are available. Take an all-day 3-tank trip or 
half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is here: 
Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, 
“My Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre. 


CIRCLE # 64 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 





Cathy Church’s 
Underwater Photo 
Center & Gallery 


At Sunset House Hotel P.O. Box 479, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 
Tel: (345) 949-7415 e Fax: (345) 949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


The world’s best U/W photo centre. You'll love your photos 


exceptional service, top-notch diving, or barefoot beach cruis- 
ing, the Cayman Islands has it all. 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 
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taken during a fun afternoon U/W photo course, private class or famous 
week-long Super Course. Duty-free prices at the largest U/W camera rental 
and sales department in the Caribbean. Check our website for lots more 
info including two FREE nights at Sunset House, E-6 film processing, fast 
Nikonos overhaul and repair, affordable breathtaking prints in our gallery 
and online, and great photo tours to exotic destinations. 
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It’s hard to imagine a destination that offers dive travelers more than the Cayman Islands. Underwater there is + 
incredible diversity: colorful walls, shallow coral reefs, new and old wrecks, and friendly, photogenic marine SS 
life. Divers enjoy all of this in visibility that averages 75 to 100 feet and water temperatures from 79° to 83°F. | 


Diving couldnt be easier anywhere. The topside dive services are state of the art and just as diverse as the under- | 
water attractions. There is a dive operation to suit every need, every budget and every wish. 


The three islands are very different. Little Cayman and Cayman Brac are sparse- ~ 
ly populated and quiet. Grand Cayman offers a little of everything. The capital PAS 
of George Town has every modern amenity but there are quiet, laidback [is 


Cayman Brac areas as well. 


io While great dive destinations often require difficult travel, the Cayman Islands 


are easily reached—they're just a little more than an hour's jet flight from Miami! In 

addition to Miami, national flag carrier, Cayman Airways, provides non-stop service § 

from Orlando, Tampa and Houston. There is also non-stop service to Grand Cayman § 
from Newark on Continental Airlines, New York (JFK) and Atlanta on Delta, Detroit on 
Northwest and Philadelphia and Charlotte on US Air. British Airways offers direct service from 


Grand Cayman 


Scuba Services 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 

Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. 
Capitol’s Surfside 
Capt. Marvin’s 
Cayman Aggressor IV 
Cayman Diver 
Cayman Diving Lodge 
Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Glide Divers 
Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 

Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Dive ’n Stuff 

Dive Tech 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster’s 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Neptune’s Divers 
Ocean Frontiers 

Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 

Peter Milburn 

Quabo Dives 

Red Sail Sports 
Rivers Sport Divers 


(345) 949-8839 


(800) SUNNUTS 


(800) 482-3483 
(800) 262-7686 
(345) 949-7330 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 945-4593 
(800) TLC-DIVE 
(345) 949-4729 
(345) 945-2711 
(345) 945-5586 
(345) 949-3410 
(345) 949-3873 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 949-1700 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(345) 945-3990 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 945-7525 
(345) 947-6606 
(345) 945-5770 
(345) 945-4769 
(877) 733-7245 
(345) 949-1181 


Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 
Seaview Dive Centre 


Seven Mile Watersports 


Soto’s Cruises 
Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 
Tortuga Divers Ltd. 


Treasure Island Divers 
Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 

Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Conch Club Divers 
Little Cayman Diver II 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy’s 
Southern Cross Club 


Gatwick to Grand Cayman and inter-island travel is provided by Island Air. 


www.divecayman.ky 


(800) 767-0445 
(345) 949-3965 
(345) 945-0577 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(800)854-4767 
(345) 947-2097 
(800)872-7552 
(345) 949-1700 


(800) 544-2722 
(800) 367-3484 
(800) 327-3835 


(345) 948-1026 
(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 


Watersports 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 
Bayside Watersports 
Best Value Charters 


Black Princess Charters 


Capt. Alfonso’s 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 
(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-1012 


Capt. Asley’s 

Capt. Bryan’s 

Capt. Crosby's 

Capt. Gleason Ebanks 
Capt. Marvin's 

Capt. Ronald Ebanks 
Cayman Delight 
Cayman Mama 
Cayman Mermaid 
Cayman Skyriders 
Cayman Sunset 
Cayman Windsurf 
Charter Boat Hdq. Ltd. 
Clinton’s Watersports 
Dallas Ebanks 

Diver’s Supply 

Ernie Ebanks 
Fantasea Tours 
Frank’s Watersports 
Gleason’s Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie’s Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
Just Fish’n 

Kelly’s Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 
Malcolm’s Watersports 
Oh Boy Charters 

One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 

Red Baron 


(345) 949-0354 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 945-4049 
(345) 945-2666 
(345) 945-4590 
(345) 947-3146 
(345) 949-8111 
(345) 916-1847 
(345) 949-8100 
(345) 945-5965 
(345) 949-3666 
(345) 947-7492 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-1016 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-7621 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 945-7245 
(345) 916-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 
(345) 949-1323 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 945-4744 


Red Sail Sports 
Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 
Stingray City 
Sundancer Cruises 
The Valhalla 

Wet & Wild 


Whittaker’s Sportfishing 


Xanax Sailing Cruises 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Capt. Edmund Bodden 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden 
Capt. Steve Bodden 
Shelby’s Charter Boat 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Capt. Frankie Bodden 
Chip McCoy’s 


(345) 949-8745 
(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 949-9200 
(345) 945-1726 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 949-9180 
(345) 916-0944 
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HammerHeads Share 
Scary Stories of the 
Deep Blue Sea 


IN HONOR OF HALLOWEEN, 
s =~ _HammerHeads 
) members _ de- 
scribed some of 
the hair-raising 
experiences they’ve had while 
exploring their local waters. 

Patti Stewart had a rather 
creepy dive when a huge bar- 
racuda circled above the ascent 
line on a wreck dive, daring her 
to rise to the surface. Fortunately, she 
made it up safely without the creature 
eating her for lunch. And on another 
wreck dive, fellow HammerHead Tom 
Perez came across a beautifully pre- 
served officer’s stein, but was surprised 
to find something a little less appeal- 
ing—a skull with a hole blown out its 
left side from what looked like shrapnel. 

Some HammerHeads seek out dive 
spots known for their “spooky” quality. 
A few of the favorite spine-chilling 
locations include Spooky Channel in 
Honduras and Ghost Canyon in the 
Grand Cayman Islands. 

For more information, visit wwwh- 
heads.com, or contact Lydia Eldridge 
at (858) 616-6408. 





Go 
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babe 


Atlanta Underwater 
Explorers Dive Club 
MEMBERS OF THE ATLANTA UNDER- 
water Explorers Dive Club (AUE) have 
made dive trips to many locations, 
including Hawai, the Red Sea, Costa 
Rica, Belize, St. Lucia, Cozumel, the 
Florida Keys, Bonaire and the Galapagos 
Islands. AUE volunteers speak at schools 
and youth organizations throughout 
Georgia to promote scuba diving, envi- 
ronmental awareness and conservation. 
The club also sponsors monthly dive 
trips, and conducts pool sessions to 
sharpen and maintain underwater skills 
and training for its members. 

Learn more by visiting their website at 
www. diveaue.org. 


Send your club news to 


allenr@emapusa.com. 








A 5-star dive resort offering Bonaire’s best diving, 1st class amenities, 
a beautiful white sand beach, 24 hour tank access. and a sense of humor. Romance and 
tranquility come naturally in a 5-star setting. 


SEASONAL SPECIALS! 

* 7th night FREE! 

day of diving FREE! * 7th meal FREE! 
(Valid May lune Sept. thru Dec 15th 2001/2002) 


CALL NOW FOR GROUP SPECIALS! 


° 6th 


information and Reservations 


1.800.766.6016 ext. 10 


Tel- 781-821-6016 © Fax: 781-821-1568 


e-mail: info@piazaresortbonaire.com we: v" 4 m 


Vine Plas 
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R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, Jr. Suite, 6 Days. - 1 Tank, Uniimited 
Shore Diving, Airport Transfers. Hotel Taxes & Service Charges. 
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DURING MY TRAINING AS A CAVE DIVER, THE INSTRUCTOR, 
a fellow student and I were exiting Florida’s Devil’s Eye 
cave system. About 1,000 feet back, we headed out, fol- 
lowing multiple jumps (switching from one line in the 
cave to another). We jumped back to the main line, where 
my teammate in the lead turned left and continued swim- 
ming. I found the turn interesting, first because it re- 
vealed the fluidity, buoyancy control and poise of a skilled 
cave diver, but primarily because we were supposed to 
turn right. Having turned left, she was headed back into 
the cave. Our instructor hovered 
nearby behind, watching amusedly to 
see what would happen. 

“Attention!” I signaled, using the 
accepted sign for “attention,” which 
is to say, I flicked my light back and forth as if it were 
dumping 12,000 volts into my hand. 

‘You have my attention,” she replied, using the accept- 
ed universal look that men everywhere recognize to 
mean, “Yeah, what?” 

“Umm, this,” I signed by pointing to a nearby line ar- 
row pointing back to the right. (Line arrows always point 
the direction out.) Then I suggested that we should be 
swimming the other way. 

Her eyebrows went into an expression that meant, “I 
withdraw my ‘yeah, what?’ and thank you very much.” 














That incident drove home 
why it’s best to dive with a back- 
up brain. 


Rec or Tek 

It’s become in-vogue in some 
quarters to bash the buddy sys- 
tem, but any seasoned diver, 
recreational or technical, can 
tell you that those who do so ei- 





| Want My Spare Brain 


BY KARL SHREEVES 


ther don’t know what they’re talking about or they have 
their own agenda, not divers’ best interests, in mind. 
While the buddy system isn’t always perfect, the truth is 
that diving with a buddy—even in two-of-everything- 
and-then-some redundant tek diving—is the standard 
practice because there’s no way to back up your own 
brain when diving solo. 

Most dive accidents don’t occur due to spontaneous bad 
luck, but due to human error. That’s what team diving 
helps prevent, though there’s no way to know just how 
many thousands of accidents it averts for rec and tek divers 

wee every year. No one counts the malfunctions or 
© misjudgments that teammates catch during pre- 
dive checks. No one tracks the dive plans that 
change when a buddy identifies a fatal flaw. 
There’s no annual DAN Report on dive- 
accidents-that-could-have-happened-but-didn’t. 

While there’s no way to quantify how many 
accidents haven’t happened because someone 
else was there, experienced divers know that 
teammates prevent acci- 
dents routinely because 
they’ve been both the 
“failed” brain and the 
“backup” brain, probably 
multiple times. You’ve most likely been on both 
sides of this equation yourself. 


Diving solo is risky, butin 
the tek arena, it’s some- 
times appropriate. 


Solo? 

Despite the obvious benefits of diving with a 
buddy, at times it’s appropriate in the tek arena to 
go alone. Sidemounting in tight caves is a good 
example. When there’s barely room to move, and 
the visibility drops to near nothing, a teammate 
can’t do much and becomes a liability. But even 
then, I prefer a teammate “in general.” That is, 
someone with whom I can gear up, check gear 
and enter the cave. My buddy and I explore pre- 
determined areas solo and exit at prearranged 
times so that we both know when and where to go 
to provide help if necessary. 

Solo diving, by definition, is tek diving (not 
recreational diving) because you need backup life 


Photo/Michelle Van Vliet. 








support beyond what the standard ac- 
cepted dive kit provides. You need unwa- 
vering focus and attention to detail as 
you plan and dive (which you should 
have on any tek dive). But when you’re 
alone, you have zero backup for your 
mental processes and zero reminders to 
follow procedures. Your error tolerance 
goes from low to zip. 

If you choose to tek dive solo, you have 
to accept that you’ve given up your 
backup brain. And you also have to ac- 
cept that if you get into trouble, there’s 
no one there to help, making your 
chances of a rescue next to impossible. 
Think about it, and you understand why 
serious tekkers dive in well-coordinated 
teams the majority of the time. 


While the buddy system isn’t 
always perfect, the truth is 
that diving with a buddy— 
even in two-of-everything- 
and-then-some redundant tek 
diving—s the standard 
practice because there's no 
way to back up your own 
brain when diving solo. 


What would have happened to my 
friend if the instructor and I hadn’t been 
there? Maybe she’d have noticed line ar- 
rows telling her she was going the wrong 
way before it was too late. Probably, but 
maybe not—she’d already passed sever- 
al, including those we left ourselves at 
the jump point. We don’t know whether 
she’d have made it out no sweat, had a 
close call or even died. 

And that’s the point. We don’t need 
to know. ** 


Karl Shreeves is VP, Technical Develop- 
ment for PADI and DSAT. He’s an avid 
technical diver and a member of the DSAT 
World Technical Diving Division. 


What’s your opinion on solo diving? 
Write to Skin Diver, 6420 Wilshire Blvd, 


Los Angeles, CA 90048, or e-mail 
skindiver@emapusa.com. 





Roars Dive a Yacur Ouus' 
| 4 Star Hotel with 18 luxurious rooms and| 
‘one suite. Swimming Pool, 


Gourmet. 


| Restaurant, a Bar, a Gazebo for dancing, | 
Internet Cafe. The rooms are completely’ 
‘aula: wih AIC, telephone, US TV) 


ichannels. The new PADI Dive Resort| 


offers diving, snorkeling, kayaking, and 
fishing. 1100 foot long, white sand beach. 
Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras| 
Telephone from USA (001) 504 455 5407 
e-mail: yachtclub@hondusoft.com 


www.roatanyachtclub.com 


“See 30 sharks within arm’s reach at Scuba Zoo; dive the historic Yongala 
Wreck and see a spectacular concentration of marine life. Dive bottomless 
walls and towering pinnacles. Relax and enjoy exceptional meals, 


Discover the 


Bay Islands 
of Honduras 


The magic of Latin America... 
the warmth, pride and passion of TACA... 
at your fingertips.... 


www.taca.com 
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" LACSA * NICA + TACA 


For reservations and information 
24 hours a day 


|-800-535-8780 


©SD0110 


comfort and privacy aboard Spoilsport—one of the world’s finest 


MIKE BALL 


CALLUS NOW! 
1-888-MIKE BALL 


U.S. office hours : 
Noon-9 pm PST, 3pm - midnight EST 


usa@mikeball.com 
www. mikeball.com 


liveaboard experiences.” 


—Mike Ball 


WIN A TRIP 
re) LIFETIME: 
visit our website! 
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You're just too good to be true. 
Can't take my eyes off of you... 


Come get an eyefull aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
in every stateroom and air conditioned throughout. 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


Diving § Pe 2&y 

in /> “~ 7\ 
Provided eqsAy ; 
by \ he ao 


www.amigosdelmar.com 
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COMME MEAT MOMlTH: 


www.skin-diver.com 


BY DARYL CARSON 


Visit SKIN DIVER ONLINE, 
and Christmas just might come 
early this year. This summer, 
SDO sent six lucky winners 
to spend a week diving off of 
the Bahamas’ newest live- 
aboard, the Agua Cat. And 
in November, we will be award- 
ing a two-week dive trip to 
the Maldives. 

Two winners will be treated 
to 13 days of diving in the 
warm, rich waters of the Indian 
Ocean. The Maldives, made up 
of 190 coral islands that form an 
archipelago of 26 major atolls, 
rise out of the depths south of 
India. Bathed in incredibly clear 


Heal"band Buiteriiyfish ETL 
your, iit to the Maldives 


water, they are home to a diverse popu- 
lation of corals and marine life. 
Lionfish, Whale Sharks and Mantas are 
just a few of the members of the diver 
welcoming committee. 

Winners can travel anytime from 
June 1 to August 31, 2002, and will 
receive 13 nights of double-occupancy 
accommodations at two different 
resorts. Included will be daily diving 
for two (except day of arrival and 
departure), complimentary internal 
transfers, two free Skin Diver anniver- 
sary I-shirts and more. 

Visit www.skin-diver.com today, and 
register for your chance to win. 


Photo/Al Hornsby. 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 





Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 





“I recently had the 
opportunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 
be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


> 001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filler over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 








Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-298-0160 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 800-382-0158 
Entire Aquacolor® story, Model of the Month, Dealer Site: 


www.aquacolormask.com 
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It's Bie Brorwer MEETS BAYWATCH WITHOUT THE CHEESY IKEA FURNITURE AND MUSIC VIDEO INTERLUDES. EIGHT PEOPLE, ONE MISSION: 10 BECOME 
DIVE INSTRUCTORS, SK/W Diver FOLLOWED THE WIDE-EYED BUNCH THROUGH THE THICK AND THICKER OF IT, AND FOUND OUT WHY THEY DECIDED 10 DO 
IT, WHAT THEY LEARNED FROM IT, AND WHY WEARING THOSE LITTLE RED SHORTS MAKES THEM FEEL LIKE A TOP GUN. 


To get the answers, Skin Diver visited five instructor schools, 
all in south Florida, and spoke with the students as they pro- 
gressed through the flow chart of courses: Rescue Diver, Dive 
Master, Assistant Instructor and, finally, Instructor. Regardless 
of the acronym attached to their name at the end of the 
process—NAUI, PADI, SSI—the life these new dive gurus 
lead can look ideal to the outside observer. And while most 
instructors smile almost sheepishly when admitting how much 
they like their job, the swim to Instructor-hood is not always 
flat and calm with endless visibility. The reality of the job 
comes with its share of frustration, monotony and, yes, 
sunburn. So why do it? 


Areams Chat Run Aeep 


Ontario-native Whyne Aiken did it because he was cold. 


Tired of sporting a drysuit, he hung it 
up and headed south to Eastern 
Academy of Scuba Education (EASE) 
in Vero Beach, FL. Leaving a harsh 
winter behind, Aiken wanted to wear a 
thin wetsuit, become an instructor and 
finally see some fish. ‘ 
“There’s no fish up there, no wildlife, no reefs,” Aiken said. 
“But the real reason I wanted to become an 
instructor was to see the first smiles in peo- 
ple’s eyes when they see their first fish under- 
water. It’s a whole other world down there.” 
For Aiken’s classmate at EASE, Randy 
Graham, that wondrous look on divers’ faces 
is more than familiar. As the owner of a dive 














shop in Missouri, Graham had been a divemaster and assistant 
instructor for years, but finally chose to become an instructor 
to get away from it all. 

“T work hard at my shop for seven months, and then I get the 
hell out of Dodge,” he said one day while rinsing his gear. 

Graham is hoping that his instructor certification will get 
him out of Dodge by working on a live-aboard in the tropics. 

The candidates’ reasons for spending several weeks in wet 
bathing suits and chilly pools are as varied as their aspirations 
for jobs once they pass the Instructor Exam. 

Jason Harrison was a long way from his hometown of 
Indianapolis, IN, when he decided on Divers Unlimited in 
Pembroke Pines, just outside Fort Lauderdale. 





Eastern Academy of Scuta Education (EASE) 
EASE, just a few minutes north of Vero Beach, FL, is on three acres of 
peaceful, secluded woodland. The facility is completely self-contained 
and includes a classroom, pool and accommodation. Open water train- 
ing for Instructor Development Courses is conducted at a private lake 
only five minutes from the facility. 
Training at EASE includes free 
accommodations and meals. (Offer for 
free accommodation is only available 
for up to 10 people at each IDC, on a 
: first-come, first-served basis.) 
Job placement services are available. : 
Courses offered post IDC: PADI Medic First Aid Instructor Course, DAN 
Oxygen First Aid Instructor Course, PADI Specialty Instructor Program 
(MSDT), the EASE Specialty Instructor Program will thoroughly prepare 
you to conduct and market Specialty Diver courses, PADI Enriched Air 
(Nitrox) Specialty Instructor, IANTD Enriched Air (Nitrox) Blender, Dive 
Industry Specialist, Repair Department Technician and PADI IDC Staff 
Instructor | : 
Vero Beach, FL e (800) 732-9685 ¢ www.deepsix.com 
























“DU just had the best looking options for me,” said 
Harrison, who cites his passion for diving as reason enough to 


become an instructor. 

Yancey Stermer, who attended 
ProDive in Ft. Lauderdale, knew he 
would be returning to St. John’s hg. 
Northwestern Military Academy in F 
Delafield, WI, when he finished his © 7 
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certification. There he planned to train young men to give an 
underwater “OK” sign in lieu of a salute. 


“We had a very minimal dive program at the school,” he 
said, over a sandwich and fries during a lunch break from a 


ProDive lecture. He hopes to 
broaden the course and certify 
students, along with other com- 
munity members, so he could 
share his passion with people in 
his hometown. 


Trital Council 


Of course, these dreams come 
at a price. There is the time com- 
mitment, typically from two to 
eight weeks. (Most programs 
admit students who fall anywhere 
between Advanced Open Water to 
Assistant Instructor. Courses usu- 
ally run in order, so candidates can 
begin where they need to.) There 
is the aforementioned sun. There 
are endless lectures about physics 


and teaching techniques. There | 


are pool exercises and gear hump- 
ing. And, there is something 
that can be even more grueling, 
living with classmates—eating, 
studying, diving, swimming and 
learning—all together. 

During a visit to Hall’s Diving 
Center in Marathon (in the Keys), 
program manager Randy Botteri 
pointed out the nearby apart- 
ments usually shared by 
Instructor Development Course 


(IDC) candidates. It is in the 


apartments, on the boat, at the pool’s edge and 
in the classroom that a camaraderie develops. 
“Here we go, ma’am. Today’s the day,” said 
Hall’s student, Lisa Plowman, to her new 
friend, Jo Schmidt. Schmidt was preparing to 
retake the timed 440-yard swim in the pool 


under the mid-afternoon Keys’ sun. 
SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 2001 


Divers Untimited 

Divers Unlimited offers — 
year-round, Scuba Instructor | 
training at a dedicated PADI 
"Career Development Center" | 
Instructor Training Center in 
warm, beautiful Pembroke 
Pines, FL (within minutes of | 
both the Miami and Ft. | 
Lauderdale Int'l airports). | 

Only 10 feet from classrooms 
is the indoor, heated training 
pool that provides instant | 
access, as well as easy air fills. 
Job placement is available. | 

Courses offered post IDC: | 
Medic First Aid Instructor, 
D.A.N. Oxygen Provider | 
Instructor, Master Scuba 
Diver Trainer Course, Resort 


Operations Specialist Course 


Pembroke Pines, FLe (888) | 
232-1234 e¢ www.divers | 
unlimited.com 
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Pro Dive 
Pro Dive is on the beach in Fort Lauderdale, FL, at the Bahia Mar 
Yachting Resort and Hall of Fame Marina. This makes for an ideal, 
convenient, all-in-one location (10 minutes from the Fort 
Lauderdale International Airport). Pro Dive has four pools and four 
classrooms on site, along with a 60-foot custom dive vessel, the Pro 
Diver II. Economical housing is just three blocks from the school. 


Job placement is available. 


Courses offered post IDC: PADI Enriched Air Instructor (Nitrox I), PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer 
Prep, ROS - Resort Operations Specialist, DAN REMO2™ Instructor, DAN HMLI Instructor, TDI Nitrox 
Gas Blender, TDI Rebreather Diver, TD! Rebreather Instructor, PADI IDC Staff Instructor, Course 


Director Preparation, DSAT TECREC Courses 


Fort Lauderdale, FLe (800) PRO-DIVE ¢ www.prodiveusa.com 


Plowman, herself a swimmer and for- 
mer lifeguard, had easily mastered the 
infamous “440,” but stood with her 
classmates at the edge of the pool to 
shout encouragement. Once the test was 
successfully completed, conversation 
happily turned to snorkeling plans the 
following day at Bahia Honda State Park, 
a trip to Key West and questions about 
the best way to cook a lobster. 

The camaraderie was similar at EASE, 
but the conversation was vastly different. 
Clustered together at lunchtime, the 
instructor candidates were devising a 





strategy to quell the snores coming each 
night from one of their own. The 10- 
person house, with a pool and a carpeted 
classroom, ensures that everyone learns 
together—whether it’s dive tables or 
even sleep habits. 

“This way, if they want, they can 
study physics together at 3:00 AM 
because they are having nightmares 
about it,” says course director Jim 
McFadden, whose Belfast accent is 
imitated, but never perfected, by most 
of his students. 

The student quarters at ProDive in 


Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 


All Career Classes 
INCLUDE Meals & Room 


BECOME A 
Gi PAvI 
INSTRUCTOR. 


Career Development Center 


Back Guarantee 


EASE graduates speak out: 


“| had a great experience at EASE and would not hesitate to 
send any of my students there.” 


—Jennifer Goff (New York) 


“| would recommend EASE to anyone wanting a personalized and 


teamwork-based IDC.” 


— Shane Partin (Grand Cayman) 


“The course is intense, yet... each student is mentored, tutored, 
monitored and encouraged throughout the IDC.” 


—Meta Boyd (Maryland) 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 


Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC 


416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 
E-mail: EASE@deepsix.com 
WEB page: http://www.deepsix.com 


For INTL call 561-562-8338 


800-732-9685 


FAX 561-562-3028 








Fort Lauderdale have earned the dubi- 
ous nickname Melrose Place because of 
the centrally-located pool and myriad 
“extracurricular” activities often 
brought about by the festive Fort 


Lauderdale atmosphere. 


Workin Fa a Livin 

Despite South Florida’s reputation for 
late-night parties and recoveries on the 
beach, every instructor candidate 
acknowledges the amount of hard work, 
physical exertion and study required to 
succeed in the bevy of courses that leads 
to the Instructor title. 

“Some people get here and find out 
that this is actually work,” says Hall’s 
Botteri. “It’s not about pina coladas on 
the beach all day.” 

Court Stansifer, who entered Hall’s 
Instructor program after graduating col- 
lege with a history degree, was not 
shocked by the glaring omission of 
frozen drinks, but was surprised by the 
rigor of the skill practices in the pool. 

“T was definitely humbled the first day 
in the pool,” said the 24-year-old from 
Bloomington, IN, who started diving in 
the Philippines at age 12. 

“This is not a fin-slapping extrava- 
ganza, said Hall’s instructor, Bob 
Rhind, shaking his head and smiling at 
the eight fins churning the pool in a 
struggle to overcome their own buoy- 
ancy. “It’s a two-legged surface dive— 
just get underwater.” 

The physical skills are the toughest for 
some students, but for others, it is the 
formulas and physics problems that cost 
them points on tests and hours of sleep. 

Jamie Camptell, who 
passed his Instructor 
Exam at Ocean Divers 
in Key Largo, worked 
hard to keep up with 
the academics, but 
admits it took disci- 
pline. 

“The hardest part is making yourself 
study,” said the 24-year-old Colgate 
University graduate who shuddered at 
the thought of using his economic and 
geography degrees in a Manhattan cubi- 
cle. “But as long as you enjoy diving, the 
whole program is fun.” 

Fun, yes, but enjoyment is secondary, 
according to Ocean Divers training 





Hall s Aiwing Center 
On the grounds of Faro Blanco Marine 


resort (Marathon, FL), Hall’s has over 200 | 


units, including motel rooms, efficiencies, 
condominiums, 
houseboats and 
cottages. Off- 
campus housing 
is available. 

Hall’s utilizes 
a number of 
resources for instructional aids and equip- 
ment, including their 40-foot custom dive 
boat, extensive library, videos and even a sub- 
marine. Hall's provides hands-on training— 


why most programs now offer the equiv- 
alent of a Resort Operations Course. 
This business-driven class is designed to 
remind the instructor that while safety is 
the primary concern, customer service is 
a close second and is what will keep the 
divers returning year after year. 


Where are they nporyt 

All of the candidates we interviewed 
passed their instructor exams and went 
to work sharing their passion for diving 
with others. 

Lisa Plowman became an instructor at 


the very place she went to school: Hall’s 
Diving Center. 

“Sometimes it just hits me that this is 
my job, and I am getting paid for this,” 
she says. “My favorite part is when I get 
people in the pool for the first time, and 
see the looks on their faces.” 

Wayne Aiken returned to the north to 
work as an instructor at North Superior 
Scuba in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

“Tve realized that it’s great that I 
know something, but there really is an art 
to being able to teach it,” Aiken says. 
“Most people either don’t remember a 





customers service, a repair department, 
phone systems, computers, displays areas 
and equipment (i.e. compressors and nitrox 
membrane blending system). 

Job placement services are available. 

Courses offered post IDC: Combination 
Store, Resort, Deep Tech and Rebreather 
Instructor Training; Professional Store and 
Resort Instructor Training, Professional 
Instructor Training, Professional Rebreather 
Instructor Training, Professional Deep Tech 
Instructor Training, Professional Store and 
Resort Sales and Operations Program, 
Professional Equipment Repair Technician 
Program, DART—Dive Accident Response 
Technician Training, Divemaster with DART 
Training, Professional Honor Instructor Training 
Marathon, FL © (800) 331-4255 © www.halls 
diving.com 





director Simon Selwood. 

“Because the students are working 
with people’s lives, I demand that they 
work hard,” he says, explaining that his 
philosophy is not to teach candidates 
how to pass the instructor exam, but “to 
teach them how to teach.” 

Ryby Stonehouse, an instructor at 
EASE, likes to keep students interested 
by inspiring them to see the humor in the 
life of an instructor. 

“It’s the novel problems that make your 
job entertaining, and force you to ask, 
‘How in the world did they manage to do 
that?” he says, remembering the pan- 
icked look in the eyes of a student trying 
to descend with a snorkel in his mouth. 

But learning to teach skills and address 
the countless problems and fears each 
student might have are not the only job 
requirements for a certified instructor. 
The business aspect of the dive industry 
is one that has come more sharply into 
focus in recent years, as employers have 
told the IDC schools how important cus- 
tomer service is in the industry. ‘This 1s 
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skill or don’t want to hear about what 
they are doing wrong.” 

Randy Graham returned to his own 
dive shop, Pontiac Dive Service, in 
Missouri and is hoping for a seasonal job 
on a live-aboard. 

“IT get to teach all ages, and that’s 
what’s cool,” he said. “The funniest 
thing I’ve seen lately was an excited and 
enthusiastic divemaster candidate not 
think through his underwater signing. 


Chean Livers 
| Ocean Divers is directly on Port Largo Canal. 
| The dive shop, equipment rental, gear storage 
| and boats are all in one place. Ocean Divers 
| offers dorm-style accommodations for its stu- | 
dents, who also have the choice to room pri- | 
vately in reduced-rate hotel accommodations. | 
| One of the first PAD! Career Development 
| Centers. Offers job placement assistance. | 
Courses offered post IDC: Medic First Aid, 
DAN Oxygen Instructor Training, Master 
Scuba Diver Training Prep, Resort Instructor 
Training, Nitrox Instructor Training, Resort 


Photo Pro Program. 
Key Largo, FL © (800) 451-1113 © www. 
E oceandivers.com 





What he intended to convey was, ‘you 
watch me,’ but what was understood was 
‘you two, poke me in the nose.” 

Yancy Stermer became an instructor at 
St. John’s Northwestern Military Acad- 
emy and is working with the school to 
have the dive program incorporated into 
the main curriculum, including the var- 
ious sciences associated with diving, 
such as physics, math and biology. 

Jamie Campbell opted to stay in the 
Sunshine State and is now an instructor 
at Dive Key West in Key West, Florida. 

“My favorite part of the job is taking 
someone who doesn’t know a thing 
about scuba diving from beginning to 
end,” Campbell says. “It’s pretty much 
what I expected—I knew it wasn’t going 
to be cushy, but I love it.” 

Jason Harrison became an instructor 
at Divers Unlimited. “Working with 
kids is the best part because they’re fear- 
less and they’re really excited,” he said, 
surprised at himself because he thought 
they would be his least favorite students. 

Now, spread all over the world, these 
new instructors are introducing their fel- 
low humans to the underwater world. The 
students have become the teachers. 
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FEAR OF SHARKS 


FEAR. IT COMES IN EVERY SHAPE AND 
form. Fear of heights. Fear of the out- 
doors. Fear of dentists. But ever since the 
1970s, thanks to a little movie called Jams, 
one fear in particular seems to haunt many 
of the people who set foot in the ocean—a 
fear of sharks. Not that we ever needed any 
help in fearing sharks. I mean, one look at 
these guys says it all. Some sharks, like the 
Mako, have rows and rows of razor-sharp 
teeth, powerful, crushing jaws and an ag- 
ile, streamlined body. These tools make 
the shark the ultimate hunter in its under- 
water world. Unfortunately, Jams cement- 
ed the images of the shark as an adversary 
of man—a perception that couldn’t be 
further from the truth. 

Yet the legacy of Jaws persists. Many 
adults — still 
carry those 
fears with 
them on fami- 
ly junkets to 
the beach. Oc- 
casionally, this 
leads to a few 
nervous jokes 
about sharks. 
But no matter 
how well- 
meaning, 
these state- 
ments can be 
especially dan- 
gerous to chil- 
dren, who are extremely attuned to the 
reactions of their parents. It doesn’t take 
much for a child to seize an idea and 
make it his own. Even experienced 
divers who know better can misrepresent 
the world of sharks for the sake of a good 
story. From there it’s easy for an imagi- 





Contrary to belief, sharks are generally uninterested in 
divers—unless, of course, the divers bring lunch. 


C2 


BY WYLAND 


native child to make the 
leap from a shark chowing 
down ona tuna to visualiz- 
ing what it can do toa hu- 
man leg. So the child walks away with 
two very damaging ideas. First, that the 
ocean is a bad place, and secondly, that 
sharks serve no other purpose than to 
prey on man. Ata time when recreation- 
al and commercial shark harvesting has 
reached epic proportions, we can’t afford 
to foster this type of attitude. 

Sharks are a vital part of the marine 
ecosystem. And a world of children who 
grow up to fear sharks will do little or 
nothing to protect them. 

I had an opportunity to experience 
both sides of this issue a few years ago on 
a shark dive off Catalina Island. After an 
early start, we chummed the water with a 
smelly gooey soup of ground-up fish 
guts, which, I was assured, would be ir- 
resistible to 
any shark with 
a half-decent 
sense of smell. 
The hours 
passed, but we 
saw no sign of 
sharks. Feeling 
a little restless 
and bored, I 
hopped on the 
back of the 
plastic pool 
shark floater 
that trailed be- 
hind our boat. 
If nothing else, 
I thought, it would be good for a laugh. 

So there I was, a piece of human bait, 
cracking jokes, having a good time. That 
must have done the trick, because within 
seconds I was surrounded by fins, Blues 
and Makos. They seemed to be every- 
where. I have to admit I was pretty scared. 


Bottom photo/Al Hornsby. 








The idea of becoming a piece of Wyland- 
sized sashimi didn’t exactly appeal to me, 
and I asked to be pulled in quickly. 

Back on deck, I found the sharks were 
not interested in me, after all, but merely 
following millions of years of evolution. 
Thanks to senses keenly aware of the 
slightest smell of blood in the water, they 
had tracked down a potential food source. 
I just happened to be in the middle of it. 
Still, I was eager to re-enter the water, al- 
though this time I was happily protected 
by an aluminum shark cage. The experi- 
ence of watching the fluid movements of 


Sharks are a vital 
eYela Mey mint-Mailelaiat= 
ecosystem. And 
a world of 


children who 
grow up to fear 
sharks will 
re Po Mii Molmatedialiale| 
to protect them. 





the sharks in their own environment is 
nearly impossible to describe. 

Whatever fear [ had turned to excite- 
ment as a small group of Blue Sharks 
swam within a few feet of my cage, 
made a 90 degree turn and glided 
through the water with a grace and 
agility unequaled by any creature on 
land. They seemed to have no fear of us 
and certainly were not aggressive in any 
way. Encouraged by this, I decided to 
open the cage door and join the sharks 
in their natural environment. 

There we were, both species curious, 
but not threatening. This was how it 
should be, I thought. I don’t have any il- 
lusions about sharks. They are highly 
developed hunters. But the reality is that 
they have been here a lot longer than we 
have, and their health is vital to the 
health of our oceans. 

With humans depleting their numbers 
faster than they can reproduce, maybe we 
need to let our children know that it isn’t 
we who should fear sharks. But rather, giv- 
en our track record, maybe it’s the sharks 
who should fear us. 





More than 40 years ago, Grandma gave you 
Series E Savings Bonds. So you put them in a safe place 
and forgot about them—until now. You were cleaning out 
fF boxes of junk when you found an unexpected treasure. .. those 
old Series E Savings Bonds. And even though your old bonds are 
no longer earning interest, they could still be worth more than 5 times their 
face value. So why not redeem those old bonds at your local financial 
institution? To find out more, call 1-800-4US BOND, or write to Savings Bonds, 
Parkersburg, WV 26106-1328. 
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the Galapagos Islands 































A young Galapagos Sea Lion hides 
behind a curtain of tiny fish. 








In the autumn of 1835, Charles Darwin spent five weeks 
among the islands of the Galapagos archipelago, making 
observations of the local fauna that would be crucial in 
the development of his theory of evolution. In the spring 
of 2001, Pat and I spent a similar amount of time in the 
Galapagos, observing many of the same kinds of animals 
Darwin encountered and discovering a side of the Galap- 
agos virtually unknown to Darwin—the world beneath 
Galapagos waters. What might Darwin have written of the 
Galapagos if he had seen, as we did, thousands of 
Galapagos Garden Eels waving back and forth elegantly 
above the sandy ocean floor? Or scores of Scalloped 
Hammerheads passing only 10 feet above his head? Would 


he have been able to keep his thoughts on finches? 


hat has made the Galapagos Islands so unique is their rela- 
ae tively recent birth, only four to five million years ago, 


through volcanic action and their distance from other land 
masses. Straddling the equator approximately 600 miles west of the 
South American continent, the Galapagos archipelago was almost total- 
ly isolated, in a biological sense, until discovered by men in sailing ships. 

Also remarkable is the number of endemic species, the animals that 
are found nowhere else in the world. Twenty-two of the 29 resident 
Galapagos land birds are endemic, as are 20 of 22 reptiles. Underwater, 
the story is much the same. Almost 20 percent of the resident marine 
life is endemic. Among the Galapagos’ endemics are giant tortoises, the 
only penguins that live anywhere near the equator and the world’s only 
seagoing lizard, the Marine Iguana. Almost totally lacking among those 
few successful colonizers were terrestrial carnivores. In their absence, 
over thousands of years and countless generations, the Galapagos ani- 
mals lost their fear of other animals and of man. And that is the 
Galapagos’ greatest attraction—the approachability of its wildlife. 

Most divers equate Galapagos with big animals—sharks, rays, sea tur- 
tles and sea lions. The best place to find them is at Wolf and Darwin, two 
small islands 100 miles north of the central islands. 

Three days into our first cruise I was hanging onto a large black rock 
60 feet below the Lammer Law’s zodiacs, which had dropped us into the 
water at the base of Wolf Island’s towering cliffs. Almost from the 
moment I rolled off the inflatable I had been fighting the current, a task 
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Strong currents bring out the big boys, like this Galapagos Shark. 


made even more difficult by my big underwater housing and 
its two strobes. Finally I found what I needed, a rock I could 
cling to that was sheltered from the current, but which still 
allowed reasonable views of approaching animals. From my 
vantage point, I had seen both Scalloped Hammerheads and 
Galapagos Sharks. And now, swimming almost directly 
toward me, was a Spotted Eagle Ray. But its course would 
take it just far enough away that I would have go out into the 
current to meet it. Letting go of my mooring, I began kick- 
ing as hard as I could, and to my surprise, the Eagle Ray 
altered its course in my direction. For the next few exhilarat- 
ing, exhausting minutes I swam beside the ray as it glided 
gracefully, almost effortlessly, against a current that had my 
legs burning and my lungs bursting. Feeling spent, I had to 
fall back. But in those few minutes I shot almost a full roll of 
film from just a few feet away, more Eagle Ray pictures than 
I had taken in the previous 10 years. 

Back aboard the Lammer Law everyone was excited. Our 
dive guide, Antonio, said that several Galapagos Sharks had 
dashed straight at him, rather than swimming by in their usual 
slow manner. My partner, Pat, had her own close encounter. 
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As she was hanging out at the sur- 
face, waiting to be picked up by the 
zodiac, a Green Sea Turtle had 
swum right up and grabbed onto 
her fin with its front flippers. 

The following day, at Darwin 
Island, Antonio led us to a sandy 
patch in shallow water where the 
hammerheads came to be cleaned 
by King Angelfish. We watched as 
a 10-foot female dropped out of 
the school and drifted just a few 
feet above the bottom. Just as she 
got to a particular set of boulders, 
half a dozen dark blue angelfish 
shot upward and began picking at 
several areas on her body where the 
skin had been torn open. After the 
dive, Antonio told us that her 
injuries had probably occurred 
during mating, when the males 


Darwin's Arch, near D 


bite the females to hold onto them. Sharks play rough. 

Less than a week later, Pat and I embarked on our second 
dive cruise of the trip, this time aboard the Galapagos Aggressor. 
Our first dive was in the channel between Baltra and North 
Seymour Islands. Compared to our earlier dives at Wolf and 
Darwin, the current was almost insignificant. Immediately 
after touching down on the sandy bottom 40 feet below. we 
entered the largest garden eel colony I had ever seen. 
Thousands of the endemic Galapagos Garden Eels stretched 
up into the gentle current for as far as I could see in almost 
every direction. Following Jamie, our guide, we came to an area 
filled with schools of different kinds of reef fish—Yellow- 
tailed Surgeonfish, Goatfish and several types of snappers. It 
was a photographer’s delight, and dilemma. There are only 36 
shots on a roll of film. Pat wandered off in one direction and 
shot pictures of Whitetip Sharks, while I went the other way 
and came across a large Marbled Stingray digging in the sand 
surrounded by other fish. That finished my roll. 

Several days later, we were at Darwin Island again. The 
water was filled with small red juvenile Creole Fish, hanging 
like a blanket a few feet above the rocky bottom. I was swim- 
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ming through a red blizzard and found it almost impossible 
to take pictures of anything without the Creole Fish getting 
in the way. I tried rising to the highest rock I could find, just 
above the Creole Fish. But the red blanket moved up and 
enveloped me again. Finally, I went deeper, to where the 
Creole Fish thinned out a bit. It was there that I found a big 
moray eel peering out from between the rocks, looking up at 
a red cloud above him. Was he as amazed as | was or merely 
contemplating Creole Fish cuisine? 

In his trip journal, Voyage of the Beagle, Darwin wrote of 
throwing the same Marine Iguana into the ocean repeatedly, 
only to have it swim directly back to shore and refuse to enter 
the water to escape him. He commented, “Perhaps this sin- 
gular piece of apparent stupidity may be accounted for by the 
circumstance, that this reptile has no enemy whatever on 
shore, whereas at sea it must often fall a prey to the numerous 
sharks.” Considering the problems any cold-blooded reptile 
has with thermoregulation, I think that the poor lizard just 
got too damn cold. After all, despite being warm-blooded, I 
still needed a full 3 mm neo- 
prene wetsuit and sometimes 
a 3 mm hooded chicken vest 
to maintain my own body 
temperature on many dives. 

Although diving in the 
Galapagos is one of the more 
rewarding experiences I’ve 
had, it certainly wasn’t one of 
the easiest. The current, 
and/or the surge, can be bru- 
tal. That’s when you have to 
“devolve.” Put on a tough 
pair of gloves, don a wetsuit 
with really good knee and Sc eo ae 
elbow pads, add a few more pounds to your weight nai and 
crawl. Pull yourself hand over hand to the edge of the reef, 
wedge yourself between the rocks and watch the show of your 
life. Because when the current is at its worst, the action is at its 
best. Current-heavy Wolf and Darwin islands were where we 
saw the biggest schools of hammerheads, the most Galapagos 
Sharks and Green Sea Turtles and the only dolphins of our 
trip. So learn to love the current or at least to live with it. 

One of the last dives of our Aggressor trip was at Cousins 
Rock—and again a photographer’s dilemma. Jamie told us we 
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the Pacific Seahorse 
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The mono-hulled Galapagos Aggressors (there are two) support a max- 
imum of 14 divers in seven cabins. The combined dining room/lounge is 
enclosed, with fixed dining tables and benches. Both it and the individ- 
ual cabins are air-conditioned. The Aggressors’ prime directive seems to 
be to offer the best service possible = -———---—-— 
and have conveniences for the 
serious photographer, including 
large rinse tanks, dive deck work- 
benches, a dedicated charging 
station and E-6 processing. 


should be able to 
find seahorses and 
maybe a frogfish 
hiding among the 
bushy yellow and 
black corals on one 
side of the island. 
But on the other 
side were sea lions 
and fur seals. And 
not even the mid- 
range zoom could 
do all of that. So on 
the first of our two 
dives I put on a 
macro lens and fol- 
lowed Jamie down, 
and we found both 
the seahorses and a 
frogfish. On the sec- 
ond dive, I went the 
other way—with a 
wide-angle for pin- 
nepeds. I got lucky and had a Galapagos Fur Seal hang in the 
water right beside me, his big black eyes staring into mine. 
The Galapagos have been called the “Encantadas,” which 
means enchanted or bewitched. We were both. These islands 
have infected us and there is only one cure. To go back. 


Ok Fine Spotted Moray watches a 1p 
of juvenile Creole Fish. 


ee 


Special thanks to Aggressor Fleet and Trimarine. 


GETTING THERE: Quito and Guayaquil, Ecuador, both have international airports with 
frequent direct connections to Houston, Los Angeles, Miami and New York. The region's main 
international hub is Lima, Peru, and you may find it cheaper to fly to Peru and continue over 
land to Ecuador (a 24-hour bus trip). There's a U.S. $25 airport departure tax. 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS FACTS & TIPS: 

Best Time To Visit: Year-round. 

Topside Climate: Two seasons: Hot season, from December through May with strong 
sun and temperatures in the 80 to 90°F, with the possibility of heavy local rains. Garua sea- 
son, June through September, is often misty in the morning with generally cooler daytime tem- 
peratures of 70 to 80°F. 

Water Temperature: Extremely variable; ranges from low 60°F to mid-80°F, depen- 
dent upon currents, upwellings and thermocline depth. 

Exchange Rate: The U.S. dollar is now Ecuador's official currency. You will need $100 
in cash upon arrival in the Galapagos for your National Park entry fee, and a $25 departure 
fee when you fly out of Ecuador. 

Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus | hour. There’s no daylight-saving. 
Live-aboards & Dive Operators: Lammer Law 

(Trimarine Boat Co.) (284) 494-2490 www.galapagos 

diving.com © Galapagos Aggressor | and Il (800) 348-2628 

www.aggressor.com * Peter Hughes’ Sky Dancer (800) 9- 

DANCER www.peterhughes.com * Aquatic Encounters 

(Live-aboard: Reina Silvia) (303) 494-8384 

www.aquaticencounters.com 

RESOURCES: Galapagos.org, www.galapagos.org ° 

Skin Diver Online, www.skin-diver.com 
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Mhe Manta Ray right in front of me had a pair of three- 

foot-long Remoras riding upside down atop its head, 

= and that trio was accompanied by a squadron of jacks 

strung out behind the Manta’s tail. As I approached the crew, 

the jacks scurried away from me and tucked themselves 
under the Manta’s massive mid-section. 

Then, without warning, the 15-foot-wide wings went still. 
At first I thought something was wrong, and I quickly checked 
the water around me expecting to see a Whale Shark or a school 
of hammerheads nearing. 

Seconds later, the Manta’s intent became quite clear. It 
had parked just above a cleaning station on the reef. As if 
called to service by the ring of a bell, a pair of burnt-orange 
Clarion Angelfish rose up from the rocks and began pecking 
away at the Manta’s skin. I raised my camera’s viewfinder to 
my eye to frame the scene, and then... 


| Woke Up 


It was 2:48 AM and I had been dreaming—-sort of. It was 


A Remora hitches a 
ride on a mammoth 
Manta Ray. 





more of a flashback to my previous trip to the Socorros 
Islands off Mexico, between 220 and 400 miles south of the 
southern tip of the Baja peninsula. Three days later, I would 
once again be heading off to the Socorros, to dive from the 
Solmar V. And once again, I was hoping to encounter the 
legendary Manta Rays. 

Funny what our minds do—at least I hope other folks’ 
minds work the same way. Even with 25 plus years of diving, 
at the age of 51, I had that kid-on-Christmas-Eve feeling. I 
love to dive, but I freely admit, I rarely get so worked up that 
I am too excited to sleep. However, I still feel that way when 
I go to the Socorros. 

Of course, the area is not just known for Mantas. The 


Socorros are home to Silky Sharks, Scalloped Hammerheads, 
Galapagos Sharks, Silvertips, Oceanic Whitetips, Whitetip 
Reef Sharks, thick schools of jacks, Wahoo, tuna, Marlin, tur- 
tles, dolphins and a whole lot more. It was the allure of the big 
boys that woke me up and kept me up. I couldn’t help but 
wonder just what I would see. 





The Socorros consist of four islands, San Benedicto, 
Socorro (the largest), Roca Partida (the smallest) and 
Clarion. On most maps you will see the island group referred 
to as the Revillagigedos (ray-vee-ya-he-hay-dose), but that 
name proves tricky for most gringo 
tongues, so a few years ago, boat captains 
and divemasters began to refer to the 
entire group as the Socorros. This is live- 
aboard country, where the big boys swim 
and the waters feel wild and unconquer- 
able. That feeling of wilderness is what 
attracts me to this place. There really is 
no telling what will show up, or when. 


Dreams Really Do Come True 

By my second dive, I found myself 
amidst a group of seven Manta Rays at a 
site known as The Boiler. I had already 
encountered two hammerheads, one tur- 
tle and four or five Silky Sharks, and now 
this. The rays swam circles and loops 
around us, and _ occasionally, a Manta 
would stop dead and hover only a foot or 
SO away. 

At the end of a great diving day I flip- 
pantly told Jose Luis, owner of the 
Solmar V, that he had shot himself in the 
foot with this one. “You should have 


Tameats 


anchor and started the day-long trek back to Cabo San 
Lucas. Some of my shipmates began to discuss their next 
live-aboard vacation and where they would like to go. I hope 
I come right back to the Socorros. My only problem with 


Bik, 
S 


The bow of the So/mar V 
makes a temporary perch for 
booby birds off the rocky 


shores of the Socorros. 


saved a little some- 
thing for the rest of 
the trip,” I said. 

“Don’t sweat it,” 
he said. “I have a 
little something up 
my sleeve.” 

That little some- 
thing up _ Jose’s 
sleeve turned out to 
be a small rock, 73 

miles from San Benedicto, called Roca Partida. On one dive I 
saw big schools of two species of tuna, Wahoo, a Marlin and 
seven species of shark—including Scalloped Hammerheads, 
Silvertip, Whitetip Reef and Oceanic Whitetips. In fact, while 
trying to frame an Oceanic Whitetip, I looked up and found 
myself swimming underneath a Whale Shark. No kidding— 
on one tank. Jose definitely had an ace in the hole. 

Late one afternoon we dived a spot known as The 
Aquarium. I had wanted to look at the macro world, so on this 
dive I kept my head in the reef and found octopi, moray eels, 
Redtail Triggerfish, Giant Hawkfish and Coral Hawkfish. 

Shortly after the last dive of our trip, we picked up the 


that is I know I won’t sleep worth a damn for a week before 
my trip. Pll toss and turn with visions of Mantas dancing in 
my head. Bet you would too. 


Special thanks to the staff and crew of the Solmar V. 


Socorros 


GETTING THERE: Several major airlines service Los Cabos daily. Upon arrival, it’s easiest 
to take a taxi to Cabo San Lucas to board the Solmar V. 

FACTS & TIPS: Mexico’s four volcanic Revillagigedos Islands are between 220 to 400 miles 
south of Baja California's tip. The islands are uninhabited other than a naval base on Socorro, 
and off-limits to divers. The closest decompression chamber is in Cabo San Lucas. Humpback 
Whales visit during the cooler winter months. 

Best Time To Visit: These islands are only visited November through mid-June. 
Topside Climate: Tropically warm, ranging 75 to 90°F. A light jacket might be useful. 
But remember, this is a dive trip and the islands are off limits. 

Water Temperature: Around 80°F in the fall and 70°F 

in the spring. In late January, February, March and the beginning 

of April the water is a bit cooler at 70 to 74°F. ‘ 
Exchange Rate: |.00 (USD) = 9.215 (Peso) 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus 
2 hours. 

Live-aboards: SolmarV (800) 344-3349, 
www.solmar.com 
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Two lonely outposts perched 


on the empty blue field of the 


Eastern Pacific, Malpelo and 
Cocos Island draw pelagics in 
from hundreds of miles away. 
The Westmorlands set out to 
these far away islands on the 


ultimate live-aboard trip. 


ture. The Annual Explorers Club 

Dinner in New York City was an exot- 
ic affair, with wine-marinated, rose hair 
tarantulas daintily offered as canapés to 
such luminaries as Sylvia Earle and Neil 
Armstrong. Mingling with diners dressed 
in a bizarre mixture of formal black tie and 
traditional native garb, we were there to 
celebrate “The Greatest Explorations of 
the Twentieth Century.” As fellow guests 
fumbled with barbecued scorpions and 
sauteed mealy worms, we pondered the 
current age of exploration. Scuba divers 
are one of the few groups of people who 
can visit somewhere utterly new on a two- 
week holiday. And we were just about to set 
off for two islands where exploration is 
still part of the diving experience. 


Greetings 

Our cruise departed at noon from the 
industrial port of Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 
An hour after sunset, Bottlenose Dolphins 
frolicked before the Sea Hunter’s bow. It 
was pitch-black, and we had to grope our 


t was the perfect prelude to an adven- 





way along the rail. Riding the bow wave 


were a dozen seven-foot dolphins— My 
leaping, splashing and leaving bright ie 
trails in the bioluminescent water. The ! 

acrobatic cetaceans slapped their strong Al 
tails, sounding off sonic explosions and \/ | 
creating ethereal flashes of green light | 

with little sparkles of sea fairydust. It | 
reminded us of the Fourth of July. ig 
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Fast Lane at Malpelo and Cocos 


Whitetip Reef Sharks 
patrol the waters off of 
Cocos Island, Costa Rica. 


By Stuart and Michele Westmorland 





Malpelo—the Isiand of Bad Hair 

Almost two full days after departing, we arrived at Malpelo 
in time for sunrise. The island, which is nothing more than a 
big rock about 900 feet high and twice as long, loomed through 
a haze of fog on the horizon. A primeval mood gripped the 
place. Bare and inhospitable, it is far removed from civiliza- 
tion. The outline of the island resembled an old man’s head as 
if he was lying on his back: heavy brow, hooked nose and lower 
lip fallen to a shapeless chin. For such a barren rock, it seems 
odd that the name in Spanish means “bad hair.” Perhaps it’s a 
reference to the sparse grass and lichen that manage to eke out 
a meager existence there. 

Even though we’d arrived on calm seas, the synergy of 
forces that converge at Malpelo create formidable diving con- 
ditions. Cold layers of water around 
60°F meet warm surface layers of upper 
70°F water to form impressive up- 
wellings. Long swells that barely make a 
ripple on the open ocean meet the verti- 
cal rock cliffs of Malpelo and are con- 
verted into shifting swells and unpre- 
dictable currents. There are dozens of 
large caves and swim-through arches 
that have to be completely avoided 
because of the dangerous vortices, 
down-currents and surge. The shallow 
rocks are covered in _ baseball-sized, 
razor-sharp barnacles; sea urchins vie 
with giant moray eels for the remaining 
real estate. The diving conditions are 
not for the faint-hearted. 

With reef names like The Freezer, 

Monster Rock and Shark Place, the site 
of our first dive at Malpelo sounded rel- 
atively benign—Virginia’s Altar. After 
struggling into several layers of neo- 
prene in the tropical heat, it was a relief 
to finally get in the water. At 78°F the 
surface layer was balmy. But after passing massive schools of 
grunts and surgeonfish near 40 feet, we were blasted by a cold- 
er layer of water. A brutal upwelling ushered in a temperature 
drop of at least 15°F, which hit our bodies like a winter bliz- 
zard. Cruising just above the thermocline were hordes of 


We took a step outside the normal itinerary to take on the challenging hike 
to Cocos’ Yglesias Waterfall. It required several hours, but the beauty and 
solitude of this photogenic spot was well worth it. 
~ Cocos Island’s rocky shoreline makes it impos- 
sible to beach the Sea Hunter’s chase boats, so 
we stowed our cameras in a waterproof box and 
were dropped off a short swim from shore. For 
much of the year, heavy surge renders even this 
type of landing impossible. However, we scram- 
bled up the rocky beach with relative ease. The 
_ trail takes in a lush rain forest, including copey 
trees, Roosevelt palms and three tree species 
endemic to the island. Red bromeliads decorated 
‘Many of the tree branches and added splashes of 
color to the predominantly green landscape. 


Scalloped Hammerheads, apparently smart enough to stay in 

the warmer water. Hundreds of moray eels occupied every 

nook and cranny in the sloping wall. Easing back into the 

warm but murky water, we found that the swell had intensi- 

fied. It was easiest to do what the fish do—just go with the 

flow. We were back in the pack of Bluestriped Grunts. Among 
them were trumpetfish that 
seemed to be the size of tubas. 
We had been told that every- 
thing at Malpelo is unusually 
large. Only the hardiest individ- 
uals can survive the long trip 
from the nearest reef hundreds 
of miles away, so this ocean oasis 
offers premium examples of 
natural selection. 

There are more large Green 
Morays at Malpelo than any- 
where we’ve ever seen. They are 
so numerous that space is hard to 
come by, and legions of morays 
can be seen undulating over the 
reefs, often stalking prey. 

In true exploratory fashion, 
we got to dive a virgin site that 
had been mapped the last time 
the Sea Hunter visited Malpelo. 
It turned out to be one of the 
best dives of the trip. It required 
a difficult descent in a ripping 

current to reach the top of the mount at 90 feet. At 59°F this 
was the coldest water we had encountered on the trip, but it 
was worth the chill. Two orange-red Tassled Scorpionfish, 
looking like blocks of molten lava, squared off on this current- 
blasted rock, which had never before been visited by divers. 
Octopi prowled the rock’s surface, while large groups of 
leather bass and snapper fed in a frenzy on small cardinalfish 
that hid among sea urchins. Colorful Pink Encrusting Sponge 
and vivid Orange Cup Corals covered much of the mount. 
Whitetip Reef Sharks cruised the 
perimeter, alongside squadrons of 
Green and Island Jacks. Bluefin 
Trevally bulleted through the 
tightly-packed schooling fish, 
testing the shoals for a straggler to 
snack on. Even hanging on the 
anchor line for our safety stop 
proved fascinating as planktonic 


The Sanctuary of Fauna 
and Flora of Malpelo Island 
is a protected area of the 
National Park Unit of the 
Ministry of Environment of 
Colombia. For more info, 
e-mail ecoturismo@min 
ambiente. gov.co. 


and 





A face-off between to. 
Tasseled Scorpiontisny 


octopi the size of my thumbnail drifted by. The site was duly 
named Hugo Rock, after our captain, who originally pinpoint- 
ed it on the depth finder. 

Our last dives on Malpelo were memorable for the quantity 
and size of Hammerheads we encountered. We saw colossal 
pregnant females that must have been nine feet long. Our best 
shark encounters took place near the numerous cleaning sta- 
tions. And if you kept still in a rocky hiding place, held your 
breath and timed a break in the slamming surge, you would 
usually be rewarded by an impressive broadside of Scalloped 
Hammerheads. They were stacked dozens deep and drifted 
into viewing range only to disappear when we exhaled. The 
dive ended on a high note: A school of Spotted Eagle Rays cir- 
cled in what appeared to be a farewell salute. 

Before heading off to Cocos, we tried in vain to find the 
fabled Rivadeneyera Seamount. Local fishermen tell tales of 
massive schools of sharks boiling in its waters. But, it remains 
a mystery for the next trip. 


The Legendary Cocos 

Arriving in the wee hours at Cocos Island, the first dawn 
view was one we’d never forget. The steep emerald cliffs were 
striped with dozens of spectacular waterfalls that cascaded for 
hundreds of feet. About 13 miles in circumference, Costa Rica 
declared Cocos a national park in 1978 and a World Heritage 
Site in 1997. It now houses a small group of park rangers— 
men and women present on the island since 1993, who have 
devoted themselves to the study and protection of this unique- 
ly wild place. A deep green rain forest blankets all but the 
steepest cliffs in dense jungle vegetation. Cocos was the inspi- 
ration for Michael Crichton’s Jurassic Park and also provided 
some of the dramatic footage shown in the blockbuster movie. 

With the lush topside topography of Cocos contrasting so 
obviously with barren Malpelo, we wondered what its under- 
water environment had in store for us. Our morning dive at El 
Bajo Manuelita brought a round of post-dive applause. ‘The 
water temperature was a balmy 82°F, with visibility nearly 100 
feet. A few Hammerheads were sighted, but they looked like 


babies after the bulky giants of Malpelo. It 
felt quite strange to be suddenly diving in 
warm, clear water with only gentle surge, 
although we knew that conditions could 
change quickly. The sea life was similar to 
Malpelo in terms of prolific schools of fish. 
But unlike Malpelo, Whitetip Reef Sharks 
and Marbled Rays can be seen all over the 
reefs. There are also a great many lobsters, 
which crawl around in the open or cluster 
together in crevices in groups of up to 20. 

The best dive site of Cocos—and possibly 
the best in the Pacific—can be seen at a leg- 
endary seamount known as Alcyone. Named 
after the Cousteau Society boat that made a 
visit in 1987, it can be a testing dive. The 
most shallow portion of this craggy and 
irregular seamount is about 90 feet deep. 
Currents can be extreme, but the fish life is always awesome. 
Only one dive per day is allowed because of the depths 
involved, so we returned there on four successive mornings. 
Highlights included: A Whale Shark that circled the seamount 
five times; the best Hammerhead encounters of the trip; six 
Mobula Rays swimming together near our ascent/descent line; 
mating Whitetip Reef Sharks; courting behavior with groups 
of Marbled Rays; monstrous Yellowfin Tuna; and giant schools 
of jacks and grunts. 

Who would have guessed that two lonely remote islands 
could be home for such an underwater community. 


Special thanks to the Sea Hunter, Alta Travel Planners, Parque 
del Lago Hotel, Sunset Reef Marine Hotel, Ecolodge San Luts 
and Hotel Alta for their assistance. 


GETTING THERE: San José, Costa Rica, is served by several airlines. Daily, direct flights 
originate in Miami, Houston and Dallas. You must arrive one night prior to the boat departure. 
Best Time To Visit: The dry season is from November to April. The late-December to 
mid-April dry season is the most pleasant. April, May and mid-October to mid-December should 
give you the best of both worlds. 

Topside Climate: Temperatures are between 80 and 95°F during the day, but may 
cool down to 70°F during winter evenings. 

Water Temperature: 75 to 80°F (Cocos), and 60 to 80°F (Malpelo). 
Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 328.77 CRC (Costa Rica Colones). 

Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus 2 hours. No daylight-saving time. 
Live-aboards & Dive Operators: Okeanos Aggressor (800) 348-2628 
www.aggressor.com © Sea Hunter & Undersea Hunter (800) 203-2120 www.underseahunter.com 
Resorts: Parque del Lago Hotel (San Jose, operates pickup ser- 

vice for transfers to Sea Hunter), e-mail: parklago@ sol.racsa.co.cr 

* Sunset Reef Marine Hotel (011) 506-640-0012 e-mail: 

info@ altatravelplanner.com * Ecolodge San Luis (O11) 506- 

380-3255 e-mail: info@ altatravelplanner.com * Hotel Alta 

(O11} 506-282-4160 e-mail: hotlalta@ sol.racsa.co.cr 

RESOURCES: Instituto Costarricenes Turismo (800) 

343-6332 www.tourism-costarica.com * Lonely Planet Guide 

to Costa Rica, www.lonelyplanet.com ° Skin Diver Online, 

www.skin-diver.com 
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BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and PADI ***** Gold Palm 
Resort offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock-side 
gear storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure for 
kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book 
all your on-island needs. Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: O11 (599) 717-4425 
Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 
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BUDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI ***** oceanfront resort known for its casual atmos- 
phere, personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offer- 
ing a unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy 
Reef is a giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

Reservations: Caribbean Adventures (800) 433-3483 (DIVE) 

Email: Info@buddydive.com » Website: www. ee com ° Tel: 011 (599) 717-5080 


SERS RS 


CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, is our ocean- 
front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI ****%* and Instructor Development Center. 
Reservations & Information: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 : Tel: (305) 438-4222 
Fax: (305) 438-4220 * Email: info@maduro.com + Website: www.HabitatDiveResorts.com 
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HARBOUR VILLAGE BEACH RESORT 

A PADI ***** Gold Palm IDC Resort & NAUI Dive Facility at one of the Caribbean’s top 
beach resorts. Offering dive packages from $738pp (7-nights), personalized and friendly 
service, 4 state-of-the-art-dive boats, and a photo & video shop facility. Amenities include: 
1/4 mile beach, spa & fitness center, 4 restaurants, pools, tennis, shops, marina, and more. 
Reservations: U.S. & Canada: (800) 868-7477 ° Tel: (305) 567-9509 * Fax: (305) 567-9659 
Email: reservations@harbourvillage.com : Website: www.harbourvillage.com 
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SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


Experience the luxury of a hotel and the advantages of a condominium, with all studio, 1, 
2 & 3 bedroom units overlooking the water. Discover Bonaire above & below with Nature 
Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided Snorkeling, Diving and Complete U/W Photo & Video 
Services. Sand Dollar is family oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI & PADI k*k***«* 
IDC center. Tel: O11 (599) 717-8738 - US: 1 (800) 288-4773 + Fax: 011 (599) 717-8760 
Email: info@sanddollarbonaire.com * Website: www.sanddollarbonaire.com 


AmericanAlrlines’ 
Announcing: Americanyag’ Air Service to Bonaire 
































liver.com/bonaire! 
Air ALM and Air Jamaica also serve Bonaire from the U.S. 


WWW.INFOBONAIRE.COM Be I-800-BONAIRE 
















ers get together, it generally doesn’t take 

ute or two before someone asks the question, 

going next?” 

ventures of the underwater world are ours for 
the taking. In fact, there are so many opportunities and choices 
that it can be a bit overwhelming. The good news is that as 
soon as one adventure is over, you get to ask the question 
again and again and again. 

Whether you want to enjoy a live-aboard vacation, a quiet 
romantic getaway or a bit of nightlife, a coral reef teeming with life 
or a high-voltage swim with sharks, it’s only a reservation away. 

Following is a rundown on the diving globe, from the 
Caribbean to California, to the remote areas of the South Pacific 

_ to Australia, Africa and the world. Let Ski ’s World Dive 
Atlas direct you straight to the diving vacat | of your dreams. 
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by Marty Snyderman 
: Peter Hughes Diving offers luxury diving liveaboard vaca- 
tions aboard its Dancer Fleet vessels in Palau, Papua New Be 
Guinea, the Galapagos Islands, Bali, Indonesia (begin- BF 
ning in early 2002), Belize, Turks and Caicos Islands and fj 


Los Roques, Venezuela. In addition to offering the best 
diving possible, Peter Hughes prides himself in delivering 
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World Dive Adventures 
|. “a Dive Travel Specialist, with 10 years of experience. 
> 54 Groups, Dive oP and Dive club special discount- sd 


fama ed rates. One Call does it all! Air, Land & Sea. oe 


wey Single Divers, family divers, children's Packages f 
pera Live-aboards & Land Based Dive resorts around Bg 1a consistent fleet-wide product that focuses on safety, 
Sowey the mona pe alana customized dive vacations fgg J service and amenities. 800-9DANCER; 
Psi to suit your needs. 800-433-DIVE (3483) 2 gaa e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
EN website: www.worlddive.com aga website: www.peterhughes.com 
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Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures 


NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
mLMREeEamE 


Full diving vacations at our affiliate resorts and dive} =, 
operations, located in Walker's Cay, Bimini, Nassau \es* * 

and Freeport in the Bahamas. Belize, Bonaire, i 
Dominican Republic, St. Lucia and Mexico in the Fae 
Caribbean. Air, Diving, and Hotel packages. All ee 
Inclusive packages available. One easy call: (800) | 
327-8150 


# e-mail: info@nealwatson.com 


website: www.nealwatson.com 


Aggressor Live-aboards 
GRESS 
ey i 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 


You can even tour our yachts on-line at the Video 
Page, or call 888-348-2628. Bay Islands, Belize, 
Cayman, Costa Rica, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, 
Palau, Red Sea, Solomon Islands, Truk Lagoon, 
Turks & Caicos and Yap. 

website: www.aggressor.com 


Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel 


Call us for affordable dive vacations to the 
Caribbean, Mexico, Central and South America, Fiji 
and the South Pacific, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the 
Indian Ocean. Our agents are certified divers. We 
Offer full service travel arrangements so your dive 
vacation is just that — a vacation. 800-525-3833. 
web: www. landfallproductions.com 


Micronesia, Tahiti, Fiji 


World of... 


DIVING 


Live-aboard the world. We sell value Dive-PAKS to 
include Airfare, diving, and all travel components. 
Easy Booking! Palau: $2055 p/p, Moorea: $1,640 
p/p, Fiji: $2085 p/p. 


Call for details 800-GO-DIVING. 
website: www.worldofdiving.com 


airfare from your city Rainforest 
treks and land adventures. From 


Sam . ae ‘ 
> 
Aruba to the Bahamas, Belize to 


Dominica and everything in between. We have 
the Caribbean covered! 1-888-322-DIVE 


e-mail: Info@aquadreams.com 
website:www.aquadreams.com 
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The Eost Coost st thie United Stotes 


New England, Carolinas, Florida Gold Coast, Florida Keys 


Divers have long treasured the waters 
along the east coast of the United States. 
From New England to North Carolina to 
Key West at the southwestern extreme 
of the Florida Keys, there are wrecks, 
reefs and marine life enough to satisfy 
the underwater explorer’s appetite. 

Boat rides with established charter 
operators are the best way to get to the 
lobster grounds and historic shipwrecks 
off the coasts of New England. Some of 
the wrecks are best suited for those with 
training in technical diving, like the famed 


FLORIDA 
Dry Tortugas/Florida Keys Live-aboard 


Diving the secluded pristine reefs located 70 miles 
west of Key West is a trip you will not soon forget. 
High coral formations, large swim troughs and a 
huge variety of marine life make diving this 
Ecological Reserve a great experience. Our 60’ 
yacht offers 3 to 6 days to enjoy a memorable div- 
ing vacation with groups of less than 11. 
For more information call (305) 744-9928 or 


website: www.seaclusive.com 

















SunStar Aquatic Services 
SunStar Aquatic Services invites you to explore 
the diverse underwater environment of South 
Florida in a very unique way. Our 30’ dive boat, 
DIVERSITY, caters to up to 15 divers, so the expe- 
rience is more personal, less crowded, and more 
fun! Daily dives from Pompano to Boynton Beach. 
Make reservations at 561-368-9952. 

website: www. thediversity.com 
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big grouper greet divers. 

Yet further south, the coastline 
bends away and breaks up into the 
Florida Keys. More than 200 islands 
lie between Key Largo in the north- 
east and Key West in the southwest, 
with Looe Key smack in the middle. 
If you want beautiful, shallow dives 
and good viz in waters that are 
loaded with colorful tropical fishes 
and invertebrates, the Keys is your 
place. If you want a chance to swim 
with turtles, barracudas, Jewfish, 
eels and sharks, the Keys is your 
place. And if you want some great 
wreck dives, where big amberjack, 
sharks, and schooling cudas hang 
out, you got it, the Keys is your 
place once again. Dive operators in 
the Keys provide a wide variety of 









Andrea Doria, but there is a 
wealth of great diving for 
those with open water and 
advanced certifications, too. 

Wrecks are also the 
main attraction when div- 
ing in North Carolina’s 
waters. More than 80 
accessible wrecks that 
range from German U- 
boats to passenger liners to 
cargo vessels can be explored in depths 
that vary from 30 to 160 feet or more. 
Eddies in the Gulf Stream bathe these 
wrecks with warm water and bring 
numerous species typically associated 
with Caribbean diving. 

Further south, the Florida 
coastline offers up prolific artifi- 
cial reef programs and the 
beginnings of true coral 
reefs. The Gold Coast 
(named for the many 
Spanish Galleons wrecks 
on these shores), includes 
West Palm Beach, Boca 
Raton, Ft. Lauderdale 
and Miami. Some of the 
state’s best wrecks are 
here, adorned in sponges, 
bursting with tropical col- 
ors and loaded with fish. 
Schools of grunts, jacks, 
snappers and the occasional 















trips ranging from single dives to week- 
long vacations. ** 
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The Tropicol Atlontic 


Bermuda, The Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Brazil 


Off the U.S. Eastern seaboard, 650 
miles east of Cape Hateras, North 
Carolina is the self-governing island 
colony of Bermuda. With more than 200 
square miles of pristine coral reefs, this 
archipelago also features some of the 
best reef and wreck diving in the 
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Florida Grand Bz 
Berry 
from _land- 
based accom- 
modations 
and numerous 
live-aboards. 
The Bahamas 


consists of 25 major 





The Bahamas are world famous for dolphin encounters. 


Western Hemisphere. The feature 
attractions include the mix of tropicals 
and a variety of historically significant 
shipwrecks in relatively shallow depths 
that allow generous bottom times. 

The 600-mile-long stretch of islands 
that comprise the Bahamas and the Turks 
and Caicos are bathed by the warm waters 
of the Atlantic Ocean and begin only a 
hop, skip and a jump from southern 
Florida. Topside ambiance ranges from 
casinos, bars and nightclubs to a serene 
step back in time that offers isolation and 
complete relaxation. Divers can choose 


BAHAMAS 


Scuba Bimini Undersea Adventures, Bimini 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, but a 
world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, tons of out- 
standing marine life, located at newly remodeled 
hotel with restaurant and bar. PADI dive instructors 
on staff. 3 day, 2 lik pegrauce Starting at 234.00 
pp. Contact: (800) 327-3150 
website: www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 

or bimini@nealwatson.com 


Dolphins Stationery Sea Fever Diving Cruises - 
Bahamas 

Reefs, wrecks, blue holes and more. 7 day /6 night 

diving cruises departing and returning to Miami. 


Accommodations for 14 passengers in 7 
double occupancy staterooms. Swim with the dol- 
hins and dive with sharks. 800.443.3837 « 
57.481.9116. e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
website: www.seafever.com 








islands, or island clusters, that run in a 
southeasterly direction from Walker’s 
Cay in the northwest to Great Inagua 
in the southeast. Destinations such as 
Bimini, Grand Bahama, Eleuthera, 
New Providence, San Salvador and 
Rum Cay have been part of the 
region’s diving lore and allure for 


BAHAMAS 


Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


Dive famous Shark 
Steltn Mari’s 


Reef. Pristine 

Conception Wall. 

World's deepest | 
Blue Hole. Wrecks. a 
Reefs. PADI/SSI 
courses. Ask about 
our 2-for-1 Summer 
Dive Special! Enjoy 
our Hotel Rooms and 1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. 
Snorkeling, fishing, sailing,biking. And more! 
800-426-0466 « 954-359-8238 


e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
website: stellamarisresort.com 





Blackbeard's Cruises 

Dive the Bahamas Out-lsiands aboard a 
Blackbeard's liveaboard sailing vessel. Departures 
every Saturday from Miami for a week long diving 
adventure. Experience reef, wall, drift, wreck, and 
shark dives. 3-4 dives per day. Great food and a fun 
loving crew. $759.00 per week. Call: 1 800 327-9600 
e-mail: sda@blackbeard-cruises.com 

website: www. blackbeard-cruises.com 









’ Islands} ? 


New Providence 









xuma Se! 
° r a 


- 





Great E ’ 
_,,Samana Cay 


oS @m» Mayaguana 


and ~~ 


Great ia 


Caicos Island 
Grand hut 4 


years. Divers have it all from easy, shal- 
low dives in colorful reef communities 
to caves, blue holes, sheer drops and 
shipwrecks to awesome animal encoun- 
ters. The Bahamas is world renowned 
for shark diving, with famous feeding 
dives at Grand Bahama, Walkers Cay 
and New Providence. And dive opera- 
tors offer interactions with both wild 
and tame dolphins. 

Step into the time machine in your 
mind and hit the reverse button before 
visiting the Turks and Caicos, where life 
moves at a pace often associated with the 
kinder, gentler ways of out-of-the-way 
places. Diving is easily accessible from 
shore-based operations in Providenciales, 
West Caicos, South Caicos and Grand 
Turk, while a live-aboard experience 1s 
readily available for those who prefer a 
more intense week of diving. Spur and 
groove formations lead to walls where 





BAHAMAS 


Aqua Cat Cruises 
The 102' new luxury live-aboard AQUA CAT, departs 
weekly from Nassau to the Exuma Cays. 22 passen- 
ers in 11 cabins with private baths. 4-5 dives per 
ay. Shark, reef, blue hole, and wall diving. Nitrox, 
eee lab. Egat get fishing, snorkeling, 
eaching. 8 day 7 night $1595.00 pp. Contact: 1 


888 327-9600. e-mail: sda@aquacatcruises.com 
website: www. aquacatcrulses.com 


_ Paradise Charters, Inc. 

Most unique 62’ live-aboard in South Florida, M/V 
Easy Goin’ specializes in Bahamas and Florida 
Keys, small groups (6) only, weekends, and week- 
long trips. Instructor guided dives including wild 
dolphins, sharks, wall, wrecks and reefs. Minutes 
from Fort Lauderdale Airport. Private cabins, dou- 
ble occupancy. 954-524-8717. 

website: www. paradisecharters.com 





Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 

Nassau's leading full service dive resort, allows divers 
from beginning to expert to experience the diverse diving 
of the Bahamas. Walls, wrecks, reefs, sharks, underwa- 
ter scooters, and Hollywood movie sets are all part of the 
fun. Maximize your fun with up to 5 dives a day! Expand 
your skills with classes and Fin Photo - Nassau's only full 
service underwater photo center. (800) 788-2683 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com ¢ website: www.stuartcove.com 
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A Brazilian Navy Corvette. 
Fernando de Naronha, Brazil. 





Oasis Divers 


Amazing wall diving 
in Grand Turk and 
Salt Cay. Swim with 
Stingrays at Gibbs Cay 
and go whale watching 
in the winter. Complete 
gear handling and 
Superior divemaster 
services make your 
stay on Grand Turk 
first class. Dive/ 
accommodation pack- 


ages available. 800-892-3995 or 649-946-1128. 
e-mail: oasisdiv@tciway.te 


GRAND TURK 
OT a 


website: www. oasisdivers.com 
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The Tropicol Atlontic 


Spotted Eagle Rays, schooling jacks and 
sharks cruise by on patrol. Undersea pin- 
nacles and swim-throughs are outlined 
by colorful sea fans and sponges. 

Much farther to the south, but still in 
the Atlantic and worthy of a mention, is 
Brazil’s Fernando de Noronha. Just off 
of South America’s eastern tip, this 
archipelago offers adventure seekers 
everything from deep tek wrecks to 
creature-filled tide pools. It is also home 
to the world’s largest population of 
Spinner Dolphins. 


Salt Cay Divers 


Spectacular diving 
along Salt Cay & 
Grand Turk walls 
with PADI divemas- 
ters & instructors. 
Remote _ location 
offers pristine and 
abundant __—corals, 
sponges and fish. 
World class wreck 
diving, romantic beaches & humpbacks 
649-946-6906 


e-mail: scdivers@tciway.tc 
website: www. Saltcaydivers.tc 















Walker’s Cay Undersea Adventures, Abaco 
The world’s hottest shark dive. Imagine more than 100 
black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon 
sharks swirling before you as they feed on the famous 
Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park. A private 
island resort. 3 day, 2 night Hee Starting at 
396.00 pp. Contact: (800) 327-8150 
website: www. nealwatson.com/walkers. html 

or walkers@nealwatson.com 


Xanadu Undersea Adventures, 
Freeport Bahamas 
Offers up to four dives daily including night dives, 
wrecks, hand feeding sharks, walls, instruction and 
rental. Enjoy our private beach, pool & tennis. We're 
minutes from golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night 
sede starting at 165.00 pp. Contact: ( 00) 32/- 
150. website: www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
or xanadu@nealwatson.com 





Bermuda Underwater hareut ats sina teks 


Where land ends &— 
exploration begins. Ever — 
wonder what's it's like © 
to be 12,000 feet below 
sea level? : 
see the wonders of 
underwater exploration © 
all without getting wet! 
The Ocean Discovery 
Centre at the Bermuda 
Underwater Exploration — 
Institute. 

Open daily 9am to 5pm except hustinias aa, 
Telephone (441)297-7314 or Fax (441)236-6141 
website: www. buei.org 
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The Centrol Coribbeon 


Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico, 
the Cayman Islands 






&..--” 
The large land masses of Cuba, 
Jamaica, Hispaniola and Puerto Rico 


comprise an area known as the Greater 
Antilles. Add in the three Cayman 


Little Cayman | 


Grand Cayman = “Cayman E 





Islands: Grand Cayman, Little Cayman Cuba CARIBBEAN C= 
and Cayman Brac, and you have a_ is quickly SEA 7 
Caribbean dive paradise. becoming a 

bigger attraction 


Yellow Tube Sponges, Little Cayman. for traveling divers despite 
the cloud of world politics that still 
hovers overhead. Those that have visit- 
ed Cuban waters, especially along the 
southern coast, rave about big fish, 
pelagics and beautiful reefs. 

The home of Montego Bay, reggae 
music and stunning topside landscapes, 
Jamaica also provides diving along color- 
ful mini walls where fish life and inverte- 
brates flourish. Though not dived as heav- 
ily as other areas, the waters off Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico also 
offer excellent underwater fare. Hump- 
back Whales migrate to the Silver Banks 
near the Dominican Republic every win- 
ter and spring to calve and mate. A live- 
aboard trip to the shallow bank provides 
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ATLANTIC 
OCEAN 


Dominican 
Republic 


a 
Puerto Rico % 


Hispaniola 


snorkelers opportunities to observe these 
behemoths on the surface. 

It is the quality of the underwater 
attractions that has been drawing divers to 


Ocean Diver, Cuba 


iMas tiie 


Ocean Diver, the only luxurious live-aboard in 
Cuba, diving the South coast, departing weekly 
from Cayo Largo. Incredible pristine diving. 
Americans welcome. phone: 345-949-5551 

fax: 345-949-8729 

e-mail: ailgem@candw.ky 

website: www. oceandivercuba.com 





Cayman Condos 


One of the top diving destinations in the world! 
Dive, snorkel, relax and enjoy “Caribbean 
Tropical Paradise” in your very own 1, 2, or 3 
bedroom fully equipped condo on spectacular 
Seven Mile Beach. We offer units at both resort 
and smaller-sized properties. Discount diving 
packages available. Cayman Condos 
Reservations: 1-800-999-1338 

E-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 

Web: www.cicondos.com 





Southern Cross Club, Little Cayman 
‘ bd, egal war 






We 


The Southern Cross Club’s 11 air-conditioned 
beachfront cottages are spread over 800 feet of 
white-sand beach. World famous diving, sport 
fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great interna- 
tional staff complement this rare and beautiful 
resort. Maximum of 12 divers per dive boat. Spoil 
Yourself, you deserve it. US Reservations: 800- 
899-2582 * 619-563-0017 

website: www. SouthernCrossClub.com 
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The Centrol Coribbeon 


the Cayman Islands for the last four 
decades. From a wonderful selection of 
captivating invertebrates to curious fish, 





ERR 


and cleaning stations galore, the Cayman 


CAYMAN 


Beach Resort 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 


Little Cayman’s premier resort complimented by 
Reef Divers’ award-winning dive operation. Dive 
legendary Bloody Bay Wall, enjoy friendly staff and 
wonderful meals at the Caribbean’s #1 rated, full- 
service dive resort, Little Cayman Beach Resort. 
Call 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727. 

email: bestdiving@reefseas.com 

website: www. littlecayman.com 


\/ 














Sunset House 
Dive right off shore, day OF jaunumn 
night, and see Sunset 
House’s beautiful 9-foo 
tall bronze mermaid. Her 
arms stretch out protect- 
ing Sunset Reef, making it 
one of the most talked 
about dive sites in the 
world today. Rebreathers 
and Nitrox are available. 
Take an all-day 3-tank trip 
or half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is 
here: Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, “My 
Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre. 
Tel: 877-854-3228 © Fax: 345-949-7101 


E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 





Blue Caribe Dive Centre 
Open the door to a lost island destination, and 
access the fine reefs, quiet ambience and sweet 
heart of Vieques. Dive and snorkel shallow to medi- 
um depth reefs, bioluminescent bay kayak tour. 6 
divers max, pro facilities, satisfaction guaranteed. 
Tel/Fax: 787-741-2522 
e-mail: bearibe@coqui.net 
website: www.enchanted-isle.com/bluecaribe 
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Southern Stingrays, Spotted Eagle Rays 


Islands have it all. Grand Cayman serves 
up world-renowned Stingray City and 
numerous sites along the East End where 





colorful coral walls, canyons, caves and 
drop-offs buzz with activity. The wonders 
of Bloody Bay Wall and life in the sand at 
Jackson Bight are among the highlights of 
Little Cayman. Cayman Brac 1s legendary 
for its great shallow dives, colorful schools 
of snappers and grunts, walls and the 
wreck of a Russian frigate. 

While you might want to relax 
around the pool after a morning dive, 
there are plenty of watersport activi- 
ties, great restaurants and nightlife to 
also enjoy on Grand Cayman. Life on 
Little Cayman and Cayman Brac is a 
little more laid back, with nature being 
the primary attraction. 


CAYMAN 


Cayman Airways 

For warm and friendly Caymanian service and more 
flights to the Cayman Islands there is only one 
choice, Cayman Airways. We offer the most flights 
from Miami, Tampa, Houston, Orlando & non-stop 
service to Kingston, Ja & Cayman Brac. For more 
information or reservations call your local travel 
agent or Cayman Airways @ 1-800-G-CAYMAN. 
website: www. caymanairways.com 


Dive Tech at Cobalt Coast Resort 


AAS iat eg 
Grand Cayman’s finest technical diving specialist 
joins the newest resort on the island, Cobalt Coast 
Resort. Dive Tech offers a full-service dive center 
with dive packages, daily boat trips, night dives, 
shore dives from Cobalt Coast and Turtle Reef. The 
complete dive experience at the intimate ocean- 
front resort. 1-800-992-2015 or 345-949-1700. 
websites: www.cobaltcoast.com or 

www.divetech.com 
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The Leeword 
Isles of the 


Eostern Coribbeon 
USVI, BVI, Saba, St. Eustatius, 
Anguilla, Antigua, Barbuda, St. Kitts, 
Nevis, Montserrat, St. Martin, St. 
Maarten, St. Barthelemy, Guadeloupe 


A small group of islands known as 
the Lesser Antilles encloses the east- 
ern end of the Caribbean Sea, swing- 
ing in a downward arc from Puerto 
Rico to Guadeloupe Island to the 
north of Venezuela. This group 
includes the U.S. Virgin Islands on 
the north end, the British Virgin 
Islands, Saba, St. Eustatius, Anguilla, 
Antigua, Barbuda, St. Kitts, Nevis, 
Montserrat, St. Martin, St. Maarten, 
St. Barthelemy and Guadeloupe at the 
southern extreme. 

The main islands in the USVI are 
St. Thomas, St. John and St. Croix. 
Collectively, they provide a delightful 
variety of colorful reefs, caves, walls, 
pinnacles, canyons, wrecks and even a 
pier where seahorses can be found. 
Tortola and Virgin Gorda are the 
mainstays of the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI), where divers can explore leg- 
endary shipwrecks, prolific reefs and 
mini walls in the morning, and hike up 
scenic mountains, sun bathe or go sail- 
ing in the afternoon. 

The other islands in the Lesser 
Antilles reveal strong influence from 
the dominant cultures of the nations of 
England, Holland and France that col- 
onized them many years ago. Geo- 
graphically, the volcanic origin of Saba 
is reflected in both the topside and 
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underwater terrain where 
colorful reefs and rock for- 
mations slide‘away into iri- 
descent blue water. Not far 
away, St. Eustatius (also 
known as Statia) serves up 
a. series of wide, flat 
reefs and a variety 
of historic 
shipwrecks. 

The waters 
off Anguilla 
boast of a num- 
ber of well placed 
shipwrecks that have 
been transformed 
into artificial reefs as well as natural coral reef sys- 
tems. Antigua and Barbados are blessed with healthy 
coral gardens, walls and wrecks, and there is a flour- 
ishing marine park in Antigua. The lush 
green volcanic mountains of St. Kitts 
and Nevis command the dominate top- 
side, while black corals, numerous 
swim-throughs and healthy fish popula- 
tions are highlights of the diving. 

The marine park and a combination of 
healthy reefs, plentiful fish and frequent 


STATIA 


the sincere hospitality 
The Old Gin House. 1-800-311-6658 or 011-599- 
318-2964. 
website: www.goldenrockdive.com 


The southern portion of the Lesser 
Antilles from Dominica to Trinidad and 
Tobago comprises a region that is also 
known as the Windward Islands. Unlike 
the low lying islands, atolls and man- 


Humpback 


covered with thick, 

green vegetation 

are the central 
features here. 
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Dominica 1s 
internation- 
ally known 
for frequent 
sightings of 
billfish, 
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_  Goldenrock — 
Praised for its ecological diversity Goldenrock 
offers all the amnenities you would expect from a 
diving destination, without the crowds. Statia is a 
dive travelers paradise. While on the island, enjoy 
of Golden Rock Divers and 





groves in much of the northern and tions, which include 
southern Caribbean, rugged volcanic _ schools of curious Atlantic 
mountains and cliffs Spadefish that cruise 


around numerous walls 
and pinnacles. St. Lucia is 
known for its open ocean 
seamounts where pelagics 


Surrounded often gather, but she also 
¢ mg by deep offers wreck dives and 
_ - water, abundant marine life in 


healthy reef communities. 
Drift diving is a specialty off the rugged 
shores of St. Vincent and the Grena- 
dines, which are also popular among 
photographers seeking little critters. And 
wrecks, reefs with healthy hard corals, 
swaying sea fans and Nurse Sharks draw 
divers to Grenada, while drift diving 1s 
the feature that distinguishes the diving 
at the nearby isle of Carriacou. 
Influenced more by the Atlantic than 
the Caribbean, Barbados has vibrant 


turtle sightings attract divers to St. Barthelemy (St. Barts). 
The reef off Petit [let is the main drawing card in 
Guadeloupe, while those who spend their time topside can 
enjoy a number of hot water springs. 
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$.C.0.R.E./V.I. Divers 


St. Croix, U.S. oR /) 


Virgin Islands 
Specializing in 
small groups scuba 
diving, deep sea 


fishing, and flats 
fishing trips. PADI 
resort and TDI/SDI 
Training Facility. 
Call toll-free 
1-877-773-6045 


“Caribdeans Bert Above ned Below The Water” 


Web: www.scorevi.com 





The Windword Isles of the Eostern Coribbeon 


Dominica, Martinique, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Barbados, Trinidad, Tobago 
Whales, a 

Sperm Whales and other § 
big pelagic species. To the 
south, Martinique is noted 
for its healthy fish popula- 
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sponges and impressive coral forma- 
tions. Several wrecks and frequent tur- 
tle encounters added to the varied fish 


BARBADOS 


Hightide Watersports, Barbados 
Offering the most personalized service in Barbados. 
Our 32' boat carries a maximum of 8 divers with 2 
dive masters to over 24 sites. Reef, wreck, drift, night, 


buddy and computer diving along with free pickup 
are just a small part of what we offer. Hotel/Airfare 
packages (800) 513-5763, (246) 432-0931 

email: hightide@sunbeach.net 

website: www. divehightide.com 
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plenty of ° 
DOMINICA 


Castle Comfort Lodge 
Adventures Destination 


DOMINICA 


Fort Young Hotel—Dominica 
Overlooking the Caribbean Sea, cradled in the natural 
beauty of Dominica’s mountainous landscape... is the Fort 
Young Hotel. Enjoy breathtaking views, superb cuisine, 
health & beauty center, world-class scuba diving with 
Dive Dominica, snorkeling, kayaking, whale watching, hik- 
ing in the rain forest and more! 7 night (land only) dive 
packages from $799pp/d.o. (800) 766-6016/ (781) 821- 
6016. website: www.fortyyounghotel.com 


ST. LUCIA 


Anse Chastanet Resort 


populations guarantees 


action for photographers. The islands 
of ‘Trinidad and Tobago comprise a 
two-island nation whose underwater 
world is known for drift dives and 
sheer pinnacles, where jacks and big 
pelagics are often sighted. 


BARBADOS 


Reefers and Wreckers Dive Shop 


Unforgettable wreck diving 

awaits you in Barbados. 

Dive in small groups 

and receive personal- 

ized service from a \{eab 

friendly staff. This \i@& 

northernmost dive shop %@ 

is located at a beachfront 

resort on beautiful Barbados 

and is just minutes away from the 

island's premiere dive sites including Northpoint. 
Receive a free night dive with any five dive 
package. Phone/fax: (246) 422-5450 


email: scubadiving@caribsurf.net 


Whale & dolphin safaris. Dive packages with the 
first and only dedicated dive lodge. Nitrox pack- 
ages. Delicious banana pancakes. Clear, warm 
water diving. Hot bubbly underwater springs. 
Boiling Lakes hike. Waterfalls excursions. 
Relaxing hot tub. Call now! 

phone: 767-448-2188 

toll-free: 888-414-7626 

e-mail: dive@ewdom.com 

website: www. divedominica.com 
www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com 


One of the Caribbean’s most romantic hideaways 
amidst a 600 acre estate with two beaches in the 
heart of the marine reserves. 49 rooms, 2 
rest./bars, SSI Platinum/PADI scuba centre, spa, 
art gallery, boutiques, mountain biking center and 
trails, tennis and watersports. Tel 758-459-7000 
Fax 758-459-7700, 1-888-GO LUCIA. 

email: ansechastanet@candw.|c 

website: www.ansechastanet.com 
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The Southern 
Coribbeon 


Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao 


The southern 
extreme of the 
Caribbean includes ]'% 
the heavily Dutch- 
influenced isles of | — 
Aruba, __ Bonaire 
and Curacao. Collectively known as the 
ABC Islands, they are part of the 
Netherlands Antilles, a group that also 
includes some of the Leeward Islands. 

Aruba, the westernmost of the three 
major islands in the ABCs, offers a num- 
ber of interesting wrecks to explore in 
water that is shallow enough to enjoy long 
bottom times. The wrecks include 
freighters that were sent to earlier-than- 
anticipated graves by torpedos during 
World War II, a tugboat and some air- 
planes. Impressive stands of brain coral, 
elkhorn coral, sheet corals, colorful 


ARUBA 


Pelican Adventures 





Bonaire 
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sponges 
and gently swaying sea fans provide excel- 
lent subject matter for photographers. 
Bonaire has long been ahead of the 
conservation curve and their efforts have 
paid off in a big way, as fish life flourishes 
in the waters off the island and off near- 
by Klein Bonaire. From the high water 
mark to a depth of 220 feet, the water off 
both islands is a designated marine park 
where the guideline of “take only pic- 
tures, leave only bubbles” is fully imple- 


BONAIRE 


Captain Don’s Habitat- 
Bonaire & Habitat Curacao 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year! PADI 5 Star Instructor Development 
Centers. Bonaire: Praised as diver’s paradise 
by beginner’s and experienced divers...Choice 


Purple.tiibe Sponges, Bonaire. 


BONAIRE 


Plaza Resort Bonaire & Port Bonaire ve 





ay mi 


“Dive into...Bonaire’s luxury oceanfront resorts 
that have it all! Share 5 star amenities, 224 spa- 
cious suites and villas overlooking a private marina 
& beach. 3 restaurants / 3 bars, Five Star PADI Gold 
Palm, NAUI & IDD dive center, casino, spa & fit- 
ness, tour desk, water sports, fresh water pool, ten- 
nis and more! (800) 766-6016 / (781) 821-6016 / 
e-mail: info@plazaresortbonaire.com / info@plazavillas.com 
websites www. plazaresortbonaire.com 
www. plazavillas.com 
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Wreck Diving Capital of the Caribbean! PADI Gold 
Palm 5 Star Dive Center - Modern Dive Center w/ 
custom built boats and top quality equipment. 
Variety of Packages from 5 dives for $160 to unlim- 
ited diving for $325.For More Info: 011-297-872-302 
e-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw 

website: www. pelican-aruba.com 


of cottages, deluxe junior suites and variety of 
oceanfront villas. Curacao: Resort is located 
just minutes away from the best dive sites... 
Deluxe garden and ocean view accommoda- 
tions—all have fully equipped kitchenette, 
telephone & patio. Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas 
1-800-327-6709. Fax: 305-438-4220. 


e-mail: info@maduro.com 
website: www. habitatdiveresorts.com 
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The Southern Coribbeon 


mented. Bright Orange Elephant Ear The diving in Curacao rivals that of her 
Sponges, Black Coral Trees and impres- sister islands. Over the years, there has 
sive coral formations combine to create been less diving pressure on reefs in 
stunning seascapes, but it is the world of | Curacao and that translates into more vir- 
macro critters and fish along with anum- __ gin territory to explore. Great shore dives 
ber of top quality, easily accessible beach _ with gentle slopes leading to walls, ship- 
dives located all along Bonaire that arethe wrecks and loads of marine life are the 
feature attractions for many visitors. main drawing cards. 
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The Western Coribbeon ond Centrol Americo 
Mujeres, Contoy, Cancun, Cozumel, Chinchorro Banks, Belize, Honduras 

The waters off the eastern coasts of both the inside and outside of the barrier 
Mexico and Central America are accessi- reef provide big animal action. 
ble to divers through numerous land- In terms of physical size, the Central 
based and live-aboard operations, and American nation of Belize is only a small 
side trips to ancient Mayan ruins and _ country, but she packs a huge punch in 
wildlife parks are well worth taking the diving world. Belize has it all from 
before or after your diving adventure. relaxing shore dives to sheer walls and 

The vacation wonderland known as_ encounters with Manta Rays, turtles, and 
Mexico’s Mayan Riviera lies at the tip of | sharks. Wonderful diving awaits off the 
the Yucatan Peninsula. Marvelous diving shores of Ambergris Caye, Lighthouse 
awaits those who visit Isla Mujeres, Isla Reef, Glover’s Reef and along the man- 
Contoy, the mainland resort town of groves and islands that comprise the 
Cancun and the world famous island of ‘Turneffe Barrier Reef, the world’s second 
Cozumel. Party hardy or relax and largest barrier reef. Adorned by massive 
regroup—the choice is yours. the island of _ stalactites and surrounded by numerous 
Cozumel is well known for exhilarating shallow reefs, the Blue Hole is part of the 
drift dives. Featured attractions include allure of visiting the Lighthouse Reef 
undersea pinnacles, sheer drops, colorful area, while marine reserves at 
sponges, sea fans, turtles and a mixture of Ambergris Caye and Glover’s Reef 
fishes that include Jewfish, barracudas, ensure healthy areas to explore. 
Nurse Sharks and countless small, colorful The barrier reef system that 
reef species. Freshwater cenotes inspire begins in the waters of the 
those seeking technical diving adventures, Yucatan extends all the way into 
and many divers visit the mainland to Bay Islands of Honduras. Great 
experience some of the world’s largest and diving abounds near the Bay 
- most ornate underwater caverns and caves. Islands of Utila, Roatan, 
And, diving slightly further south on the _ Barbaretta, Guanaja and the Cayos 
Chinchorro Banks, numerous sites on Cochinos. Roatan is the largest and 
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Bay Islands Beach Resort 
Families, divers, non-divers love our 45-acre paradise 
in the Marine Reserve. Small, informal, guest-focused 
resort operates its own restaurant and dive operation. 
Package includes A/C rooms, 3 boat dives daily, 1 
ae dive, 3 meals daily, airport transfers, Historic 
Village, Natural Aquarium Buoyed Snorkel Trail, and 
more. Call 1-800-4ROATAN. 


E-mail: bibrusa@aol.com; www.bibr.com 









_ CoCo View Resort, Roatan — 
Imagine spectacular barrier reef wall ang SO 
accessible you can snorkel to it from your front 
door! That's CoCo View, Roatan’s award winning 
dedicated dive resort. Unlimited diving, all meals, 
50 ft dive boats and a PADI 5 Star dive shop on 
site. Beach house rentals also available. Roatan 
Charter, 1-800-282-8932 


website: www.roatan.com/cocoview 


: Fantasy Island, Roatan 
A brilliant white sand beach, room service, TV, and 
all the amenities of a first class beach resort just 
might fool you into thinking you got dropped off 
in the Mediterranean. But this is Roatan, with all 
the charm and incredible scuba diving the island 
is famous for. Roatan Charter, 1-800-282-8932 


website: www. fantasyislandresort.com 





_ Posada del Sol, Guanaja 

Imagine that remote millionaire’s retreat, a 
Spanish Villa where service is grand, the cuisine 
grander, and the masseuse just massaged the sun 
out of the sky and into the sea. Guanaja’s finest 
resort offers swimming pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and fantastic Bay Island diving. 
Roatan Charter, 1-800-282-8932 


website: www.posadadelsol.com 












; Utila Lodge, Utila ; 
The little lodge with big diving, Utila Lodge is the 
Caribbean's only SRI sanctioned whale shark 
research field station. The best boat diving in 
Honduras includes everything from sea mounts 
with sheer walls to delicate bluebell tunicates. Join 
a whale shark research project. Roatan Charter, 
1-800-282-8932 

website: www.roatan.com/utilalodge 
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most widely known of the Bay Islands, 
and as might be expected from her 
worldwide repute, the variety of dive 
sites includes colorful shallow reefs, fis- 
sure-laced walls, ledges and overhangs 
that are the home to a stunning variety of 
marine life. 


BAY ISLANDS ROATAN 


Anthony’s Key Resort 
Dive the world’s 2nd largest barrier reef on our modern 
custom dive fleet under the supervision of our PADI Gold 
Palm 5-Star dive pros. Enjoy Me Caribbean sunsets from 
the privacy of your sundeck. Ride horses on secluded 


beaches, or play volleyball during our tropical beach pic- 
nic. Paddle the calm warm waters surrounding our private 
island paren in a kayak or canoe. Our all-incl. dive and 


snorke Pas offer many amenities other resorts charge 


extra for. 800-227-3483. website: www.anthonyskey.com 





Roatan Charters 


Free Bay Island Resorts video. 
Roatan Charter, 1-800-282-8932 
PO Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576 
Roatan Charter Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 
1981. 800-282-8932 ext 301, Fax: 352-588-4158 


website: www. roatan.com; 
email: fantasyislandresort@bonnebeach.com 























The Western Coribbeon ond Centrol Americo 


BAY ISLANDS ROATAN 


Laguna Beach Resort 


7 


Utila’s most exclusive. Private peninsula, secluded 


emerald beach, fringing coral reefs, 9 waterfront 
bungalows, ocean front restaurant, gift shop, cus- 
tom dive boats, world-class diving, bone fishing, 
diving, snorkeling, diving, kayaking, diving, relaxing 
on the palm-fringed beach. “The whale sharks make 
Utila waters their playground, why don’t you!” 
Phone: 1-800-66-Utila, fax: 337-893-5024 

email: awhite@utila.com 

web: www.utila.com 






Roatan’s 
Dive & Yacht Club 


Offers dive & vacationer packages at low prices. 
The PADI dive resort features diving, snorkeling, 
and water sports. Best dive sites of Roatan are 
within 5 minutes. 4 star hotel with 18 luxurious 
rooms with A/C, telephone, TV, pool, restaurant, 
bar, internet, and a close-by white sand beach. 
Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras. Phone: (011) 504 
455 5407. 


e-mail: info@roatanyachtclub.com 
website: www.roatanyachtclub.com 





The Western Americos 


British Columbia, Western U.S., Baja, Socorros, Cocos, Galapagos 


Diving the cool waters off the 
northern sector of the western 
Americas is done mostly off of 
Vancouver Island, Canada and 
Washington’s San Juan Islands. Here, 
rocky reefs and kelp forests are home 
to giant octopi, wolf eels and a stun- 
ning mix of colorful invertebrates. 

Exploring Central California near 
Monterey and Point Lobos offers the 
opportunity to see the antics of seals, sea 
lions, sea otters, as well as healthy popu- 


lations of fishes and invertebrates. 
Slightly further south, the eight 
California Channel Islands are known 
for giant kelp forests that serve up 
encounters with Bat Rays, sea lions, har- 
bor seals, more than 60 species of rock- 
fishes and the bright orange damselfish 
known as the Garibaldi. 

Mexico’s Sea of Cortez remains one 
of the most prolific bodies of water on 
earth. Divers know it as a place for 
Whale Sharks, schools of Scalloped 
Hammer-heads, Manta Rays, big 
groupers and dense schools of jacks. In 
Baja you can enjoy the option of a week- 
long live-aboard vacation or a land- 
based stay near the Bay of Los Angeles, 
La Paz or in the Los Cabos. 

High voltage diving with Humpback 
Whales, Manta Rays and sharks is the spe- 
cial allure of a trip to the Revillagigedos 
Islands, which are popularly known as the 
Socorros. These islands are only accessi- 
ble by a live-aboard charter boat. The 
same 1s true of the trips to the adrenaline- 





























COSTA RICA 


Ocotal-4 Star Dive Resort 
Warm water diving year round, nitrox, open water 
referral, Bat & Catalina Island dives, whale sharks, 
mantas, schooling rays, bull and white tip sharks, 
seahorses, macro photography. All ocean view 
rooms & suites, a/c, custom packages. Canopy, 
Volcano, River Rafting, Rainforest Tours. 
website: www. adventuredive.com 


COZUMEL 


Cozumel Island, Mexico 
World-class Caribbean diving is within your 
reach! Colorful reefs, dramatic walls, and relaxing 
drift diving...budget to luxury and all-inclusive 



















accommodations...discount airfare. Call Bay 
Adventures toll-free at 1-888-599-3483 to speak 
with a travel professional who knows Cozumel. 
Email: info@bayadventures.com 

website: www.bayadventures.com 











BELIZE 


Manta Dive-Belize 


MANT 
RESORT 


GLOVER'S REEF 
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Dive and snorkel at Manta Resort on Glover's 
Atoll, designated a UN World Heritage Site for its 
unspoiled reef system. Full and 1/2 week pack- 
ages include SCUBA diving, snorkeling and 
kayaking from our palm covered Island. 12 air- 
conditioned cabanas line the lagoon. Call today. 
800 326 1724 

e-mail: info@mantaresort.com 

website: www.mantaresort.com 
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producing 
Costa Rican island of Cocos, where cur- 
rents bring in pelagics like Whale Sharks, 
Scalloped Hammerheads and billfish. 
The enchanted isles of the Galapagos, 
where Charles Darwin made so many of 
his observations, are only a few hundred 
miles further south. Most trips to this vol- 
canic island archipelago involve a combi- 
nation of diving and land-based excur- 
sions. Underwater, the Galapagos is 
inhabited by a mix of temperate, sub- 
tropical and tropical species while hikes 
ashore provide an opportunity to observe 
the world’s only seagoing lizard, the 
marine iguana, and a variety of birds. 
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Hawaii, known for endemic species, mantas, turtles 
and great fish life, also boasts its share of wrecks. 


Centrol 
Pacific 


Hawaii, Midway 









| Oahu 
Stunning fish life, Nihau ) 
Humpback Whales ‘ protokai 
breaching in the distance, ba tr Maui 
dolphins, lush rainforests, Pate ckcciawedll 
flowers in bloom, romantic OCEAN 


resorts, and rainbows over 
waterfalls are images that 
come to mind when the topic is 
a Hawaiian vacation. Hawaii offers 
a perfect blend of an exotic vacation 
getaway and hassle-free familiarity. 
The chain of Hawaiian islands extends 
for more than 1,000 miles from the big 
island of Hawaii in the southeast to Kauai 
and Niihau in the northwest, with Oahu, 
Molokai, Lanai and Maui in between. 
This vast expanse of water is legendary 
for its clarity, brilliantly colored fishes, 
cathedral like caves and lava chambers 
and big animal encounters. “Must see” 
hotspots include the Cathedrals off 
Lanai, lava formations aglow with shim- 
mering shafts of sunlight, and Molokini 
Crater, a site well known for its black coral 
trees and resident reef sharks. The wreck 
of the 165-foot-long Mahi is a favorite 
dive off Oahu, and few dives anywhere in 
the world are as rewarding as night diving 
with feeding Manta Rays in the waters off 
Kona, on the Big Island of Hawaui. 





Hawaii 


The 
Midway 
Islands, 1,200 miles northeast of the 
northern extreme of the Hawaiian chain 
are well known to history buffs for 
intense air and sea battles between US. 
and Japanese forces during World War 
II. ‘The remnants of those battles have 
become a diver’s playground. Add in 
coral atolls, lagoons and barrier reefs that 
teem with captivating invertebrates, rare 
Monk Seals, tropical fishes and encoun- 
ters with a variety of reef sharks, and 
you have an idyllic setting for adventur- 
ous divers. 


Dive Kauai Scuba Center 


is Kauai's exclusive PADI 5 Star IDC Enriched Air Dive 
Center, Universal Referral location and a NAUI Dream 
Resort. We feature all levels of scuba diver certifica- 


tions from beginner through Instructor, Introductory 
Discover Scuba, refresher dives plus Speciality cours- 
es. Daily guided Boat-Shore dives, Sales, Rental 
equipment, Service and Repair. Phone: 800-828-3483 






Eco Adventures -- Any Island! Any Adventure! 
Kona for $695 - 6 nights oceanview room, buffet breakfasts, 
rental car, 2 days of 2 location diving charters; 1 afternoon/ 
night diving charter, tax. Spacious vessel, small groups, 
experienced fun crew. Full technical, deco, mixed gas facility. 
Complete Hawaii Vacations. Hike, stargaze at the observato- 
ry, helicopter, whale watch, kayak, bike, horseback ride. Try a 
multi-island package. Free airfare quotes. 800.949.3483. 

website: www.eco-adventure.com 










Lahaina Divers 
The old Hawaii you long for still exists. ..under- 
water. Dive an ancient volcano, explore lava 
tubes, immense caverns, and stately pinnacles. 
No cell phones, no T.V., only you and the fish. The 
island of Maui, toll free 800-998-3483. 
website: www. lahainadivers.com 


Maui Dive Shop 
Hawaii's largest diving retailer with 7 locations 
on Maui. Daily boat charters to Molokini Crater 
and Lanai. Your complete source for all Island 
Activities. (800) 542-3483; (808) 879-1644 Fax; 
E-mail: PacificDiver@mauidiveshop.com 
website: www. mauidiveshop.com 


_ Ocean Concepts Scuba-Dive Oahu . 
Action, adventure, fun and great value! We boat dive every day. Join 
us for the excitement. Entertainment & enjoyment for the whole 
family. SASY for kids ages 5 and up, Bubblemaker for kids ape 8 to 
9. PADI 5 star Career Development Center. Open water referrals. 
Nitrox available. Unique underwater lava topography and marine 
life endemic only to hawaii. Unsurpassed convenience, quality and 
service. Air, car, hotel and dive packages avail. 1-800-808-DIVE 
id oe 1-808-677-7975. Email: diver@oceanconcepts.com 
website: www.oceanconcepts.com. 


Ed Robinson’s Diving Adventures 

Maui’s most diverse scuba diving operation 
focusing on marine education & personalized ser- 
vice and voted in Rodale’s Scuba Diving Magazine's 
top ten dive operations in the Indo Pacific for 5 years 
running. Featuring Molokini, Lanai, 3-Tank 
Adventure, Night Dives & our “New” Premiere Trip. 
Call toll-free 1-800-635-1273 email: robinson@maui-net. 
website: www.maui-scuba.com 


Jack's Diving Locker 
Since 1981 


KONA HAWAII 
"Our friendly people make the difference" 
800-345-4807 * 808-329-7585 


Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 
website: www.jacksdivinglocker.com 





Sea Paradise Scuba-since 1982 
Explore the Big Island’s most remote and pristine 
locations with some of the most experienced guides on 
the coast. We offer 1, 2, and 3 tank dives for certified 
divers, also instruction and introductory dives. 
Bubblemaker and SASY programs are available for 
kids. Check out our diving and vacation packages from 
$681 per person double occupancy. 1-800-322-KONA. 





e-mail: www.divekauai.com 


website: www.seaparadise.com 
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Aqua Dreams Travel, Inc. 


From Whale Sharks to Beaches. Rainforests to 
Reefs. Let us take you to your favorite Caribbean 
Island. 1-888-322-DIVE 

e-mail: Info@aquadreams.com 
website:www.aquadreams.com 





Fiji and Tahiti 


— ~ 


The Diveinavel E Experts of the Pacifi ic 





“Best Deal Guarantee” If you find a lower price we 
will: 1. Match the price, 2. Give you one free dive 
day, 3. And, as always, give you the best 
dive/travel service. Call for our free 48 page full 
color brochure! 1-800-348-0842. 

website: trip-n-tour.com 


Australia 


Western Pacific 


When divers think of the tropical 
Pacific, Micronesia is usually what comes 
to mind. Consisting of more than 2,000 
islands located east of the Philippines, 
north of Indonesia and west of Hawaii, it 
encompasses an area of more than 4.5 mil- 
lion square miles. Truk Lagoon, Palau, 
Guam, Yap, the Marshall Islands featur- 
ing Bikini Atoll and Majuro Atoll, 
Pohnpei, Saipan, Tinian and Kosrae are 
some of the diving hotspots. Micronesian 
diving is known for war wrecks, the explo- 
sion of species that inhabit the color-filled 
reefs, vertical walls, action-packed current 
cuts, protected lagoons and seamounts. 

Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon is the Mecca of 
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South Pacific 


ona 


Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji, New 
Caledonia, Vanuatu 


Romance, adventure and 
fantastic diving describe 
the vast expanse of the 
South Pacific, a region that 
includes Polynesia and 
Melanesia. Polynesia is 
comprised of Tahiti and 
Tonga while Melanesia 
includes Fiji, © New 
Caledonia and Vanuatu. Throughout the 
South Pacific, the topside terrain ranges 
from idyllic remote atolls that barely break 
the surface of azure seas to chains of large, 
mountainous isles covered by rainforests. 

The icing on this cake is that the South 
Pacific is home to many of the friendliest 
cultures on Earth. Almost everywhere you 
go, people are eager to share their tradi- 
tions, which range from firewalking over 
hot coals to drinking kava with their guests 
to spontaneous choirs that bid visitors 
long-remembered farewells upon depar- 
ture. Living accommodations vary from 
live-aboards to small resorts that provide 
guests with isolated thatched huts. 

Tahitian diving is highlighted by 

colorful reefs and 
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Truk Lagoon, Palau, Guam, Yap, Marshall Islands, Pohnpei, Saipan, Tinian, Kosrae, Philippines 


wreck diving. In two days of heavy 
fighting in February of 1944, Allied 
Forces sunk more than 60 Japanese 
ships tankers, freighters and sub- 
marines. For history buffs, the 
wrecks remain moments frozen in 
time, and for wildlife aficionados, 
the wrecks have been transformed 
into colorful artificial reefs. 

The azure waters and mushroom- 
shaped rock islands of Palau (Belau) 


create an irresistible setting. Diving high- 
lights include wreck exploration, expan- 
sive caves, sheer walls and drift diving 
through current cuts where sharks, dense 
schools of barracudas, tunas and other 
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ripped cuts filled ea big-animal 
action. Moorea and Raingoroa are well 
known for hosting frenzied shark dives 
with Blacktip Reef and Gray Reef 
Sharks. In wintertime Tonga is famous 
for visits by Humpback Whales. 

Variety and color are the hallmarks of 
Fijian waters. Known as the “soft coral 
capital of the world,” Fiji has it all, from 
the coral bommies that are home to 
Blue-Ribbon Eels and Leaf Scorpion-_ 
fish to nudibranchs, crinoids and 
anemonefish. There are also sheer walls 
and encounters with pelagics in the 
Somo Somo Straits and Astrolabe Reef. 
Deep drop-offs with walls adorned by 
rainbow colored soft corals and sea fans 
along with towering coral heads that 
almost reach the surface compose the 
diving at Matangi and Namena. 

The 645-foot-long President Coolidge, 
a once proud passenger liner turned 
troop carrier and now one of the largest 
shipwrecks in the world, is a feature 
attraction of diving in Vanuatu. 
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pelagics gather. ‘The famed Blue Corner is 
not to be missed. 

Yap is known worldwide as the land 
of stone money, where bare-breasted 
ladies and men in loincloths greet their 
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guests and 
maintain their tra- 


ditional lifestyles. 
Experienced dive 
travelers know Yap 
for encounters with 
big Manta Rays. 

-Pohnpei and Kosrae make up a quin- 
tessential Pacific dream world. Divers can 
experience incredibly rich reefs and 
diverse fish populations all while enjoying 
an authentic and warm local culture. 

In recent years the waters of Bikini 
Atoll in the Marshall Islands have become 
a big draw due to the only-recently-made- 
available opportunity to dive the USS 
Saratoga, the world’s only wrecked air- 
craft carrier accessible to divers. And, a 
US. territory, Guam has more modern 
amenities than many _ traditional 
Micronesian areas while providing visit- 
ing divers with some great World War II 
wrecks, vertical walls and pinnacles. 

The Philippines has one of the most 


PALAU 


Fish ‘n Fins The Pioneer 
Dive Shop in Palau 


Jade 
ish ‘n Fins ess 


Personalized service. Cabin boats with toilet & 
shower. Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the 
Rock Islands. All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox 
available. 


e-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com 
website: WwW. fishnfins.com 


Palau’s award 
winning PADI 
5-Star IDC Center. 


Named Palau's best by 
American and European | 
divers for personalized | 
service and friendly pro- 
fessional staff including 

marine biologists & u/w photographers. Small 
groups. Great Guides. Fantastic diving. PADI 
courses, too. Training referrals welcome! Nitrox 
too! Reefs, wrecks, big fish. Kayaking, sailing, and 
much more.... Great affordable packages & group 
specials too! Contact your travel professional or 
e-mail: samstours@palaunet.com 

Web: www.samstours.com 
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productive 

underwater ecosys- 

tems in the world, supporting more than 

800 coral species. A variety of filter feed- 

ers such as crinoids, sponges and tunicates 

flourish in these current-stirred waters as 
do fusiliers, jacks and batfish. 

Batangas Island, in the north near 
Manila, is well known for its diversity of 
invertebrates, and Apo Reef has long been 
enjoyed for its big animal encounters. To 
the south in the Sulu Sea, Tubbataha 
Reefs are the mainstay of a protected 
marine park. Seasonal access via a live- 
aboard 1s the only way to visit this prolific 
area. There is also great reef diving 
around the islands of Negros, Cebu and 
Bohol to the northeast of Tubbataha. 


Truk, Palau & Yap 


TRIP*IOUR 


The Dive/Travel Experts of the Pacific 


“Best Deal Guarantee” If you find a lower price we 
will: 1. Match the price, 2. Give you one free dive 
day, 3. And, as always, give you the best dive/trav- 
el service. Call for our free 48 page full color 
brochure! 1-800-348-0842. 

website: trip-n-tour.com 


KOSRAE 


Kosrae Nautilus Resort 


Kosrae Nautilus Resort sige 
is a 16 room complex, | 
beautifully situated in | 
tropical gardens with 
swimming pool and 

full restaurant and bar Sas 
facilities. At the Resort iim 
you will find friendly & 
Staff and comfortable 
Surroundings just a 
stone's throw from 

your own _ private 

beach. Our dive boats & 
leave daily (except 
Sunday) to the best 

sites around the 42 

miles of pristine coral 

and coast line. Follow 

Our experienced dive guides as they show 
you the hidden treasures of Kosrae's underwater 
paradise. 011-691-370-3567 


e-mail: nautilus@mail.fm 
www.kosraenautilus.com 





Solomon Islands, Papua 


New Guinea, Great Barrier Reef 
To historians, the mention of the 


Coral Sea conjures up images of the 
numerous, horrific battles of World 
War II. To marine biologists, the Coral 
Sea is synonymous with the concept of 
bio-diversity, and to traveling scuba 
divers, the region is everything one 
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could hope for. There are primitive cul- 
tures, stunning landscapes and unlimit- 
ed underwater exploration in the 
Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea 
and on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, 
which borders the western edge of the 
Coral Sea. 

The dive sites associated with the 
992 islands that make up the Solomon 
Islands can be explored via live-aboard 
or from shore-based resorts in Munda 
and Gizo. Color abounds, as soft 
corals, sea fans and crinoids galore 
adorn almost every reef. Face the walls 
to discover everything from inch-long 
rainbow colored nudibranchs_ to 
endemic tropical fishes. Look up, and 
you can see a Gray Reef Shark or 
Silvertip cruising nearby. Turn away 
and face the blue, and you enjoy a 
parade of pelagics. 

If you want primitive, wild and pris- 
tine, dive Papua New Guinea. A trip 
to the highlands in the nation’s interi- 
or is a look back in time at extraordi- 
nary cultures and traditional ways of 
life. Neptune’s realm offers the world 
of bizarre creatures: muck diving in 
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A RayedeFiniied Fifefish, one of the vari- 
eties of lionfish found.in the Coral Sea. 
Indonesia 





Milne Bay off the island of New 
Britain, high voltage encoun- 
ters with Silvertip Sharks at 
Kavieng, and exquisite 
reefs in Madaang, at 
Walindi, Hoskins and 
Raboul. 
Stretching 
miles long 
and as many 
as 150 miles 
wide in some 
places, and so 
large that it 
can be seen 
from space, 
Australia’s 


AUSTRALIA 


Leafy Sea Dragons 


1,250 
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No where else on earth! Kangaroo Island Dive Safaris. 
South Australia. Seadragons 100% guaranteed. 

Oz Dive 1-800-4 PARADISE 


e-mail: kids@kin.on.net 
websites: ozdive.com or 
www.kidivingsafaris.com 


Mike Ball Dive Expeditions 


The leading liveaboard dive co. in Australia & PNG. 
Suitable for the adventurous diver seeking big fish, 
deep walls, shark action or wreck diving. These cata- 
marans: Paradise Sport, Spoilsport and Supersport, 
ues more space and comfort with less rock 'n roll. 

pecial services: 1 crew member for every 3 guests, 


exceptional meals, U/W photo & video services, unlim- 
ited diving, nitrox and solo diving. 1-888-MIKEBALL. 
website: www. mikeball.com 
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Great Barrier Reef 1s 

home to more than 

2,000 species of fishes 
and 4,000 types of inver- 
tebrates. From shallow 
reefs to sheer walls, from 
Manta Rays, turtles and 
sharks to Cod Hole at 
Ribbon Reef number 10 
to the variety of Heron 
Island, the Great Barrier 
Reef offers color, adven- 
ture, beauty and 
intrigue. 





Papua New «= 
Guinea | 
| : as Islands 


Australia 


a 


. 


Continental 
Airlines 
Vacations 





Hailed as one of the seven underwater wonders 
of the world, the Great Barrier Reef is the lowest 
reef system in the world. For a great dive vacation 
and a free 32 page full color brochure give us a 
Call: 1-888-736-9796 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Adventures Diving in Paradise 


Dive some of Papua New Guinea’s deeper WWII 


wrecks and its unchartered reef systems. 
Visit remote islands and experience Papua 
New Guinea hospitality. Our well equipped vessel 
caters for smaller groups from the beginner to the 
experienced. 


website: www. niuginidiving.com 


Py 


A diver and turtle, Sipidan. 





Southeost Asio 


Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand 


Think of lush green mountainsides, 
palm trees and isolated beaches with 
sugar white sands and not another soul 
in sight. Think exotic and affordable. 
Now throw in a few thoughts about the 
most bizarre macro creatures imagin- 
able, diving on an active volcano, 
swirling schools of tropical fishes and 
some adrenaline pumping encounters 
with pelagics, and what you have is 
Southeast Asian diving. 

Indonesia, the largest archipelagic 
nation in the world, with some 13, 675 
islands. Of these, roughly 6,000 are 
named, and only 1,000 are inhabited. 
Perhaps the most widely known isle 1s 
that of Bali, a land famous for its vol- 
canic landscapes, luxuriant rainforests, 
gentle people and traditional culture. 
Bali is also a perfect choice for macro 
photographers who want to create 
images in rich flourishing coral gardens. 

While many destinations in Indonesia 

can be enjoyed from land-based resorts, 
a live-aboard is also a good choice. 
Regardless, Sulawesi’s Lembeh Straits 
should not be missed. There you can 
enjoy the thrills of muck diving while 
searching for a Mimic Octopus, seahors- 
es, Leaf Scorpionfish, frogfish, Snake 
Eels and more. 
. The waters off the islands of 
Sangalaki, Derawan and Kakaban to the 
east of Borneo provide excellent odds 
for swimming eyeball to eyeball with 
turtles, sharks, and Manta Rays. The 
shallow reefs nearby are well known for 
numerous cleaning stations. 

The pristine underwater world sur- 


Photo, top left/Marty Snyderman. Center and opposite page/Al Hornsby. 








rounding the islands east of Bali includ- 
ing Lombok and Komodo take on a more 
Australian flavor in terms of flora and 
fauna, as is the case with Wakatobi to the 
northeast of Komodo. 

In the last decade or so, increasing 
numbers of vacationing divers have 
began to explore the Malaysian waters of 
Southeast Asia, including Sipadan, 
Mabul, Labuan, Layang Layang and the 
Malay Peninsula. 

The tiny, oceanic isle of Sipadan to the 
east of Borneo is probably the best known 
of Malaysia’s diving gems. It’s been made 
famous by its resident turtle populations, 


Thailand’s beautiful Andaman Sea. 


colorful fishes and excellent beach dives. 
Nearby, Mabul Island, home of a 
wonderful variety of nudibranchs and 
other intriguing invertebrates, rises from 
the continental shelf below. Labuan is 
known to divers as the shipwreck capital 
of Malaysia. Battered wrecks from 
World War II,. along with a number of 
modern wrecks that are more intact, 
provide a lot of variety. Upright in easi- 


BORNEO 


Sipadan 
World's Top Dive Destination. Borneo Divers And 
Sea Sports (Sabah) Sdn.Bhd. 9th Floor, Menara 
Jubili, 53, Jalan Gaya, 88000 Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah Malaysia. Tel: 6088-222226 
Fax: 6088-221550 

E-mail : diving@bdiver.po.my 
Website: www. jaring.my/bdivers 



















Layang Layang 
Situated 300 kilometers off the Sabah, Borneo 
coast lies the pristine island of Layang Layang. 
Beneath its shores hide a hive of creative under- 
water activity, rewarding divers with views of 
peerless, incomparable beauty. Come experience 
the ultimate dive paradise today. 

e-mail : layang@pop.jaring.my 

website: layanglayang.com 

















ly accessible depths, Thailand 
the wreck of the 
Tun Huang is a 


featured dive. 

















North of ANDAMAN : = — : Sipadan/ ; — rea 

Borneo, the SEA ) a Layang a= Mabul | PACIFIC 
abuan _¢ » — OCEAN 

atoll of Layang ‘ Malavel / Lembeh Strait 

Layang  sup- “Nisibie: fol _ Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 

plies a mix of | z 

easy, shallow 7. Borneo 

lagoon dives, Le. \ 

exploration along ‘Indonesia 


sheer walls adorned by 
enormous sea fans, current 
cuts and drift dives. Encounters , 


with dense schools of barracudas, 
jacks, Manta Rays and _ schooling 
Hammerhead Sharks in_ provide 
superb photo opps. 


Fantasea Divers/Ocean Rover 
Luxury Live-aboard Cruises 


Cruises in Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), and 
Indonesia Departures from Phuket and Bali. 
Operated by the most experienced and hardest 
working crew in the industry. Catering to American 
underwater photographers since 1983. Join us for 
an unforgettable cruise. Fax: +66 76 340 309 


e-mail: info@fantasea.net 
website: fantasea.net 


SABAH 


Sipadan Water Village 
Magnificent diving off the east coast of Borneo on 
the islands of Mabul, Sipadan and Kapalai. Enjoy 
luxury water village accommodations, abundant 
diving and excellent opportunities for both macro 
and wide angle photography. Package: 7 nts lodg- 
ing, 6 days of 3-tank boat dives plus shore diving, 
meals, transfers and taxes. 

website: www. sipadan-village.com.my 






















Marine parks in the waters surround- 
ing the rich archipelago of Pulau Redang 
and Tioman Island flourish with healthy 
coral gardens inhabited by numerous 
tropical species. 

Thailand’s Andaman Sea, especially 
around Similan and Surin Islands, is 
known worldwide for pristine reefs with 
healthy populations of fish species and 
myriad invertebrates. Prolonged encoun- 
ters with Whale Sharks and many of their 
cartilaginous cousins, especially Leopard 
Sharks and Shovel-nose Rays, are com- 
mon at Richelieu Rock. A thrilling Nurse 
and Silvertip Shark dive is also found at 
distant Burma Banks. ** 


INDONESIA 


Irian Diving 


"Destined to become 

the standard against 

which all diving 

is measured". Raja 

Empat sites abound 

with a quantity and 

number of species 

never before record- 

ed. Beautiful reef, wall, wreck, muck and drift 
diving in unique, varied terrain. Basic 
accommodations in overwater bungalows. 
Phone: 01162951327371 Fax: 01162951325274 


e-mail: wda@IrianDiving.com 
website: www. lrianDiving.com 





AquaMarine Diving-Bali 


Discover Bali's famous and thrilling but not-yet- 
famous wreck, drift, wall, muck and reef diving with 
AquaMarine Diving—Bali. Customize dive packages for 
individuals, groups and photographers are tailor-made 
for each customer. Accomodations from boutique 
resorts to economy beachside cottages. PADI courses. 
Phone: 01162361 730107 

Fax: 01162361 735368 

e-mail: wda@AquaMarineDiving.com 

website: www. AquaMarineDiving.com 
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The Indion 2ceon 
Seychelles, Maldives and 
Ningaloo Reef 


The Indian Ocean is less well known to 
the general diving public than some other 
destinations, but don’t let a lack of public- 
ity fool you. The Seychelles, Maldives and 
Ningaloo Reef off Western Australia are 
several of the sites that are commonly vis- 
ited by divers. 

Off of eastern Africa, the Seychelles 
are a group of lush volcanic islands and 
coral atolls in the Indian Ocean to the 
northeast of Madagascar. Impressive 
reef formations, enormous schools of 
fishes, a number of excellent wreck 
dives and offshore sites that often produce 
encounters with giant stingrays and 
Whale Sharks are the major drawing 
cards. Far to the west, the famed atoll of 
Aldabra is considered one of the world’s 
most treasured diving locations. 

Extending across the equator in the 
middle of the Indian Ocean to the 
southwest of Sri Lanka, the 26 
coral atolls, white sandy beaches 
and palm-fringed islands collec- 
tively known as the Maldives 


The Red Seo 


Years ago, the father of scuba 
diving, Jacques Cousteau, proclaimed the 
Red Sea to be a “corridor of marvels.” 
Bordering the harshness of the vast 
Egyptian desert, the richness of the Red 
Sea stands out in marked contrast as the 
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await. This topside par- 
adise is highly acclaimed as 
a diver’s haven. Strict local 
regulation of fishing and 
commercial exploitation 
has kept the marine envi- 
ronment in a near-pristine 
state. 


Maldives ¢ 


Seychelles 


a bd ‘ 
) Ningaloo Reef 


Diving is done in 
and around the atolls and channels they 
form. Currents that run through the 
channels bring 
in big animals, 
such as mantas, 
to feed. Outside 
the atolls are 


waters support 
more than 100 
species of coral 
and in excess of 1,000 species of fishes. 
Huge sea fans and vibrant soft corals 
adorn vertical walls. Encounters with 
schools of jacks, majestic Manta Rays, 
Napolean Wrasse, large groupers, tunas, 
Oceanic Whitetip Sharks and a variety of 
reef sharks provide some world class 
excitement. Ever present lionfishes, 
angelfishes, butterflyfishes, tangs, 
anemone fishes and color splashed. 
groupers along with untold numbers of 
invertebrates give macro photographers 

plenty of first class subject matter. 
Featuring the national park of Ras 
Muhammed, just south of Sharm el 
Sheikh and Naama Bay, most of the diving 
in the Sinai is enjoyed on the walls border- 
ing the east coast of this world-famous 
peninsula. Many other excellent sites 
are accessible from land from the city 
of Hurghada, however, live-aboards 
provide the best access to more 
remote locations and the most 
thrilling dives in the Straits of Tiran 

and at The Brothers. 







” Whale Shark, Ninyaloo Reefs Australia. 
ae “A, _ 
* sloping reefs where sharks, tur- 
tles, Eagle Rays and Manta 
Rays cruise over healthy and 
vibrant corals. 
The northern sector of 
the West Cape of Australia is 
fringed by the Ningaloo Reef, 
one of the world's largest fring- 
ing reef systems. The intricate 
reef system stretches over 160 miles 
and, at some points, is only a few yards 
from the beach. The Ningaloo Reef sys- 
tem is home to myriad life forms, includ- 
ing common sightings of the largest fish 
in the world, the Whale Shark. Up to 50 
feet in length, though most are consider- 
ably shorter, these leviathans are regular 
visitors in the Ningaloo area from March 
through May. Add the bio-diversity of 
250 plus species of corals and more than 
450 different types of fishes, and it 
makes the Exmouth area an impressive 
diving destination all year round. ** 


Southern Africo 
South Africa, Mozambique 


oe 


Bull shark, Mozambique. 


The first thought that enters the 
minds of most people who consider a 
vacation to South Africa is of big ani- 
mals. While it is certainly possible to go 
only to dive, most visitors enjoy a com- 
bination of diving and topside safari. 
The feature attractions of the under- 
water world are adrenaline pumping 
Great White Shark expeditions in 
Shark Alley between Dyer Island and 
Geyser Rock. This area is home to an 
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estimated 60,000 Cape Fur Seals, a nat- 
ural food source for Great Whites. 
Protea Banks and Aliwal Shoals, near 
Durban, provide some great dives 
where aptly named dive sites provide 
insight into what to expect. 
sites include Amphitheatre, Cathedral, 
Shark Gully, Lionfish Hole and Lace 
Reef. Throughout the area there is an 
abundance of hard and soft coral, 
sponges and 1,200 plus fish species, but 
the greatest attraction is the variety of 
commonly seen sharks. Thick concen- 


Popular 


species include 


Whale Sharks. 


trations of Ragged Tooths top the list,” 
but other frequently encountered | 
Copper, Bull 
(Zambezi), Hammerhead, Tiger and 


To the northeast of South Africa lies 
Mozambique. The diving is as untamed 
as the countryside, and adventure tray- 
elers will find waters rich with life. 
Massive shoals of baitfish, tuna, 
Kingfish, sharks, sailfish and schooling 
barracuda teem beneath the waves, with 
Ponto do Oro a favorite location. *#* 
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Getting in Touch with the World 


The Eost Coost of the 
United Stotes _ 
Florida Keys 

Florida Keys Tourism Council 

www. fla-keys.com 

Key Association of Dive Operators 
www.divekeys.com 

Caribbean 

(212) 635-9530 
www.caribtourism.com 


The Tropicol Ationtic 
Bermuda 

(800) 237-6832 
www.bermudatourism.com 
Bahamas 

(800) 439-6993 
www.bahamas.com 

Bahamas Diving Association 
www.bahamasdiving.com 
Turks & Caicos 

(800) 241-0824 
www.turksandcaicostourism.com 


The Central Coribbeon 
Cuba 

(416) 362-0770 

www.cubaweb.cu 

Jamaica 

(800) 233-4582 
www.jamaicatravel.com 

Puerto Rico 

WWW. prttourism.com 

Cayman Islands 

(800) 346-3313 
www.caymanislands.ky 
www.divecayman.ky 

Cayman Islands Tourism Association 
(345) 949-8522 

Sister Islands Tourism Association 
www.sisterislands.com 


The Leeword isles of the 
Eostern Coribbeon 
Dominican Republic 
(888) 374-6361 
www.dominicana.com 

USVI 

(800) 372-8784 
WWW.usvitourism.VI 

BVI 

(800) 835-8530 
www.bviwelcome.com 

Saba 

(800) 883-7222 
www.divesaba.com 


St. Eustatius 

(800) 311-6658 
www.goldenrockdive.com 
Anguilla 

(264) 497-2759 

www. anguilla-vacation.com 
Antigua and Barbuda 
(212) 541-4117 
www.antigua-barbuda.org 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
(800) 582-6208 
www.stkitts-nevis.com 
St. Martin 

(212) 475-8970 
www.st-martin.com 

St. Maarten 

(800) 786-2278 
www.st-maarten.com 

St. Barthelemy 
www.st-barts.com 
Guadeloupe 
www.cieux.com/gdlp.html 
www.cieux.com/scuba.html 


The Windword lsies of the 
Eostern Coribbeon 
Dominica 

(212) 949-1711 
www.dominica.dm 
Martinique 

(800) 391-4909 
www.martinique.org 

St. Lucia 

(800) 456-3984 
www.stlucia.org 
St.Vincent and the Grenadines 
(800) 729-1726 
WWW.Svgtourism.com 
Grenada 

(800) 927-9554 

WWW. grenadagrenadines.com 
Barbados 

(800) 221-9831 

www. barbados.org 
Trinidad and Tobago 
(888) 595-4868 

www. visitTNT.com 


The Southern Coribbeon 
Aruba 

(800) 862-7822 

www.aruba.com 

Bonaire 

(800) 266-2473 

www.infobonaire.com 

Curacao 

(800) 270-3350 


www.curacao-tourism.com 


The Western Coribbeon 
ond Centrol Americo 
Mexico (incl. Socorros) 

(800) 482-9832 
www.visitmexico.com 

Baja Mexico 

(800) 522-1516 

Belize 

(800) 624-0686 

www. travelbelize.org 
Honduras 

(213) 383-9244 
www.hondurasinfo.hn 


The Western Americos 
Cocos 

O11 (50) 6222 1090 

www. tourism-costarica.com 
Galapagos 

www.galapagos.org 


Centrol Pacific 
Hawaii 

(800) 464-2924 
www.gohawail.com 
Midway 

(770) 387-2000 
www.midwayisland.com 


The South Pacific 
Tahiti 

(800) 365-4949 
www.gotahiti.com 

GIE Diving in Tahiti and Her Islands 
O11 (68) 953 3496 
WWW.aquatica-dive.com 
Tonga 

(415) 781-0365 
www.vacations.tvb.gov.to 
Fiji 

(800) 932-3454 

www. bulafiji.com 

Fiji Dive Operators Association 
Www. fijidive.com 

New Caledonia 
(212) 838-7800 
www.newcaledonia.org 
Vanuatu 

(678) 22685 

WWW. Vanuatutourism.com 


Micronesio 

Micronesia (Iruk, Palau, Yap, Pohnpei, Kosrae) 
O11 (69) 1320 5133 

Www. visit-fsm.org 

Pacific Asia Travel Association 

Www. pata.org 

www.Visityap.org 
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South Africa 


WWW.Visit-palau.com 
www.kosrae.com 
Marshall Islands 
(808) 545-7767 
www.ntamar.com 
Guam 

(671) 646-5279 
WWW.Vvisitguam.org 
Marianas (linian and Rota) 
(670) 664-3200 
www.visit-marianas.com 
Saipan 
www.saipan.com/tourism 
Philippines 

(213) 487-4525 
www.tourism.gov.ph 


The Corol Seo 
Solomon Islands 
O11-677-22-442 
www.tcsp.com 

Papua New Guinea 
(949) 752-5440 
www.paradiselive.org.pg 
PNG Divers Association 
www.pngdive.com 
Australia 

(800) 369-6863 
www.australia.com 


Southeost Asio 
Indonesia 

(213) 383-5126 
www.geocities.com/kjri_losangeles 
Malaysia 

(800) 336-6842 
www.tourismmalaysia.com 
Thailand 

(800) 845-4526 
www.tourismthailand.org 


The Indion 2ceon 
Seychelles 

44 (0) 208741 6262 
www.seychelles.uk.com 
Maldives 

(212) 599-6194 
www.visitmaldives.com 


Southern Africo 
South Africa 

(800) 822-5368 
WWww.Satour.org 
Mozambique 
www.mozambique.mz 
(2712) 333-7110 
www.diveafrica.com 
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Skin Diver's ‘Guide.to the BVI 
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population is only 19,000, with three-fourths living on the island of Tortola. Most of the rest are on 
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slums or poverty are evident; homes are substantial and well-maintained. It’s not a party place, but 
there are plenty of good restaurants, watering holes and shops. It’s civilization without crowds, and 
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Divers of all experience levels will find things to do here. 
Few sites are deeper than 80 feet, with 30 to 60 the norm. 
There are reefs, sandy areas, wrecks and caverns. Aside from 
Anegada, which is usually dived only from live-aboards, 
most BVI sites are easily accessible regardless of where you 
are based. Because of the proximity of all the islands, boat 
rides range from 15 to 45 minutes. During my 12 days on the 
islands, I was able to sample some of the pss 
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Jacqueline Bisset’ s/emergency ascent in ‘a wet T-shirt some 
25 years ago firmly established the Rhone as the most famous 
wreck in the Caribbean. Although the plot of 7he Deep was set 
in Bermuda, the wreck footage was shot on the Rhone. It’s an 
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GETTING THERE: 






There are no direct flights to the BVI from the U.S. or Canada. The easiest way to get there is to fly to San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, or St. Thomas, U.S.V.I., and continue to your destination via inter-island flights or ferry 
service from St. Thomas. American Airlines, Delta and US Airways have direct flights from several U.S. des- 
tinations to St Thomas and St Croix. Most flights from Europe connect via Miami or San Juan before 


flying on to St Thomas. There's a U.S. $10 air tax when leaving the British Virgin Islands. 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS FACTS & TIPS: 

Best Time To Visit: 

Year-round. The rainy season is September through December; the driest is January 
through March. Water conditions are calmest April through August. Peak tourist season 
is December through April. Hurricane season is September and October. 
Topside Climate: 

Winter 73 to 82°F summer 79 to 88°F. 

Water Temperature: 

On average, winter 72°F, summer 86°F. 

Exchange Rate: 

The U.S. dollar is the official currency of the BVI. 

Time Difference: 

Eastern Standard Time plus | hour. No daylight-saving time. 
Live-aboards: Trimarine Boat Company (Cuan Law) (800) 648-339 www.bvidiving.com 


Dive Operators: (Tortola) Aquaventure Scuba Services (284) 494 4320 www.aquaventurebvi.com Baskin In 
the Sun (800) 650-2084 www.baskininthesun.com * Blue Water Divers (284) 494-2847 www.ultimatebvi.com/bluewater * 
Prospect Reef Resort (800) 356-8937 www.prospectreef.com * Underwater Safaris (800) 537-7032 www.underwatersafaris.com 
(Virgin Gorda) Dive BVI (800) 848-7078 www.divebvi.com * Kilbride’s Sunchaser Scuba (800) 932-4286 www.come.to/bvi 
Resorts: Leverick Bay Resort (800) 848-708! www.virgingordabvicom * The Bitter End Yacht Club (800) 872-2392 www.beyc.com 
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outstanding dive on two levels: as a historic 
shipwreck and as one of the most vibrant arti- 
ficial reefs in the region. 

Launched in 1865, the Royal Mail Steamship 
(RMS) Rhone was a sleek, 310-foot iron vessel, 
one of the first driven by a propeller. She was 
also equipped with two masts and sails in case 
the newfangled means of propulsion broke 
down. Caught in a hurricane in 1867, she 
smashed against the rocks of Salt Island. The 
boilers exploded violently, tearing the ship in 
half and killing more than 150 passengers and 
crew. In the 1950s, the U.S. Navy administered 
the coupe de grace, blasting the stern section 

because it was a navigation hazard. 
| The most requested site in the BVI, the Rhone 
is usually done in two dives: the deeper bow 
section first, then the stern. It’s one of the richest marine life 
habitats in the BVI, especially for schooling fish. Lying on its 
starboard side, the ghostly bow is dominated by a long, narrow 
bowsprit. The side is laid open, so divers of all ability levels can 
go inside, yet see daylight the entire time. 

Two sets of broken framework stand vertically like the 
columns of a Greek temple. In the sand in front of one of them 
lies a small signal cannon. The highlight of the stern section is 
the huge propeller, 18 feet across. On the bottom nearby lies a 
special porthole. According to legend, if you rub it, you will 
have an exciting romantic encounter before leaving the BVI. 
Hopeful divers keep it polished so that the golden gleam of brass 
and glass shine through the marine growth. 
(Apparently, I didn’t rub hard enough.) 
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RESOURCES: BVI Tourist Board, Tortola (284) 494-3134 www.bviwelcome.com * Lonely Planet Guide to the BVI, www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon Handbooks, www.moon.com * 


Skin Diver Online, www.skin-diver.com 
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Surfacing is quite the indulging experience at the charming 





Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino. 
Here, you'll dive into lavish luxury with 247 elegant guest rooms, 
Habitat Curacao is the home of diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days is abe Mee yet tan bee eld a ouige A Hi can th 
a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 
and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest Rodale’s, the resort boasts an abundance of exhilarating amenities 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden aa 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, and activities including four restaurants and a 5,000-sq.-ft. casino. 


telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


addition to being rated one of the World's Favorite Dive Sites by 


For reservations, call (800) 223-6388. Or, visit us at 


www.marriotthotels.com/curmc 


Habitat Curacao 


Tel. 1-800-327-6709 
Fax: 305-438-4220 thinking of you wkiu 


www.habitatdiveresorts.com : curacao \arriott 





Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 


BEACH RESORT & 
EMERALD CASINO 


“Mushroom Forest”, “Sponge Forest”, 

"Hells Corner”, “The Wall”, rare corals, 

exotic marine life, 150 foot visibility, shore 
and boat access. Just a fes@lOf thé things 
_ that make our islanc availing ana snorkeling 
_ paradise unique inja@ll the world. Marvelous 
hotels, casinos, nightlife, Guty-tree shomping, 
international cuisine" Pristine Beaches fiking, 
i o)] <latepmalisicols(om-lcoiali cloille-W-lnie MRO LM @el cy 

our Dutch hospitality. Dive with us in Curacao; 
in the Dutch Caribbean. Bring the family, 








PACKAGE SPECIAL 
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I was Pecliik like a blind man. 
Skimming over the sandy bottom near 
Angelfish Reef off Norman Island, my 
dive guide, Katryn Ohlsen, was pointing 
out tiny critters that I couldn’t spot to 
save my life. What’s unusual about that 
tiny piece of drifting black algae? Wait a 
minute. That’s not algae. It’s a 
Pipehorse, a mini macro version of the 
Ghost Pipefish from the Indo-Pacific. A 
couple of inches long and thin as angel 
hair pasta, with all sorts of frilly fins and 
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The ghostly bowsprit of the Rhone. 


Maya Ha Resort, Mexico 


, all meals, 5 days diving 


Yap, Micronesia 


e Caribbean and Pacific 

e Live-Aboard and Land-based 

e island Dreams’ brings YOU the world's finest diving! 
e Visit our website, call or e-mail us today 
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info@divetrip.com 
www.islandream.com 
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appendages, it looks like a cross between 
a pipefish and a seahorse. Wait. There’s 
another. They’re writhing around, tails 
intertwined. Are they mating or what? 

Why its she picking up that little rock 
and setting it down next to a similar 
rock? There are tiny fishes inside: 
Sailfin Blennies. What these guys lack in 
size they make up in aggression, charg- 
ing out of their holes, mouths open, 
defending their territory. 

What a difference a good dive guide 
makes. A former high school teacher, 
Katryn left her native Sweden to find 
adventure in the British Virgin Islands. 
Her ability to find tiny macro critters is 
a local legend. This was my first visit to 
the BVI and I needed all the help I could 
get. Some of the most interesting life is 
hidden, but a little concentration and 
perseverance is often rewarded by 
serendipitous finds like a scuttling crab, 
a pair of grunts facing off in a territori- 
al display, or a lobster hiding in an air 
pocket on the ceiling of a cavern. 
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Sometimes the best part of a dive 
comes after you run out of film. Such 
was the case when I dived West Pelican 
Reef, also off Norman Island. After I 
finished the roll on a beautiful fist-sized 
crab, the fun began. A trunkfish was 
blowing sand looking for food. It led me 
to a sand patch with a colony of 
Yellowhead Jawfish, suspended vertical- 
ly over their holes. Then it was back to a 
rich coral area with more sponges and 
gorgonians than I’d seen so far. Finally, 
a small, greedy grouper darted into a 
crevice, the tail of a blue damsel sticking 
out of its mouth. Seeing predation is 
unusual, photographing it harder yet. 
This would have been the perfect situa- 





Tortola, British Virgin islands 


Blue Water Divers...our relaxed yet professional approach to 
diving makes us a preferred choice among locals ana a return 
favorite for international divers. Come visit us at one of our two 
locations on Tortola-at Nanny Cay or Hodges Creek Marina. 
www.ultimatebvi.com/bluewater 
bwdbvi@ surfbvi.com 


Call: 284-494-2847 


Come u 93 Friends! 


Mike 


Our 32nd year. PADI 5 Star, Naui, SSI, YMCA. 
$784-7/nights, 4/days, hotel, unlimited diving, transfers, tax and service charges. 


Call today! 888-451-2275 


reservations@baskininthesun.com 


External 
Leakproof 
Electronic 
Switch 


Goldenrod 


|| your non diving partner too! 


For an unforgettable 


_| liveaboard experience, 
=] we offer the ultimate in 


hospitality, luxury, diving 


§ and relaxation — Cuan Law 


| in the BVI. These beautiful 


islands, our spacious boat, 
our numerous activities and 
our caring crew will delight 


i Diving & i: ¢ 
i Saifing in the Te 


e-mail: cuanlaw@surfbvi.com 


800-648-3393 


Underwater Safaris 
British Virgin Islands 
Our diving is rated among the best in the world. Located 


|| in the beautiful British Virgin Islands, our staff of 20 


operates two shops and three custom dive boats. We are 
a complete PADI 5-Star diving facility. We offer trips for 


|| smaller groups and will tailor your trip to meet your 
|] individual needs. Choose Underwater Safaris for a diving 


experience you will long remember! 
Reservations & Booking: 
Toll-free: 800-537-7032— direct to the BVI 
Local Tel: 284-494-3235 © Fax: 284-494-5322 
e-mail us at: info@underwatersafaris.com 


web: www.underwatersafaris.com 
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_ The Smallest-And Brightest 8C 
. Dive Light In The World. 


° WATERTIGHT! TO 500 FEET 


v ‘SUPER. BRIGHT: XENON ier |) (o] Molen a : 
e > PARABOLIC’ FOCUSED REFLECTOR z 
° OPTIONAL PERSONALIZED NAMEPLATE™ 


Available At Your Pelican Dealer Or Call For" 


Literature. Visit Our Website at www.pelican.com 


_ Metallic 
- Pewter Grey 


PELICAN 
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DIVE DIVISION 
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23215 Early Ave., Torrance CA 90505 « Tel (310).326- amy eFax (310) 326-3311 © Internationa Fax (310)325°5740.° www.pelican.com 
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=> unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right eS 
th from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 8 
‘ well answer all your questions and send you 5 
oa a beautiful brochure. A family operation. ; 
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CoCoViewResort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


HONDU-PAS 


_ ADVENTURE, TRAVEL & EXPEDITION PACKAGES 


AauaP Scuba Diving 
Mayan Ruins Fishing 


Birding W Rafting-Kayaking 


ad eals Jungle Expeditions 


Call For Reservations & Availability 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 


www.roatan.com ¢ Email: info@roatan.com 
Specialists Since 1981 


UT LA LODGE 


Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 
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For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
i emailrutl@roatan.c com 
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tion for a digital camera with its almost 
infinite capacity for images. 


“Off ae me aalulal the Cifaney 
began as a narrow canyon that became 
narrower as I continued. It was reminis- 
cent of the sandstone canyon of Petra, in 
Jordan, made famous in /ndiana fFones 
and the Last Crusade, but on a smaller, 
underwater scale. In the middle is a small 
cavern, its walls covered by a salad bow] 
of multi-colored sponges, cup corals and 
invertebrates in hues ranging from 
oranges and reds to yellows and blues. 
Two crevices were home to lobsters, 
crabs, a grouper, Flame Scallops and tiny 
glassfish. Overhead were several air traps; 
one of the lobsters was half in and half 
out of the water. All the while, there was 
a weird rumbling sound, which turned 
out to be bubbles moving up and out. At 
the end of the canyon was a narrow pas- 
sage to the reef, where I had to push my 
camera ahead to squeeze through. 
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attention, BVI guides consider the 
Chikuzen a special wreck because of the 
fish life it attracts. A derelict Japanese 
fishing boat, it was abandoned and 
sunk, 5.5 miles north of Great 
Camanoe Island in 1981. Lying at 80 
feet on a sand bottom, it attracts 
schools of fish and their predators. The 
stronger the current, the more fish 
there are. Schools of grunts, jacks and 
spadefish swarmed around the deck, 
while barracudas hovered overhead. 
On the bottom were big stingrays 
allowing close approaches before scut- 
tling off in an explosion of sand. 
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Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 

@ Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered 
¢ Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 
@ 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
e Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 


e Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


1-800-326-1724 


FAX: 206-463-4081 
www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 


Ramon’s Village Resort... 

sixty-one thatched roof 

air-conditioned cabanas 

hidden beneath coconut 

palms and lush tropical 

foliage. Located on the 

beautiful island of 

Ambergris Caye, Belize. A scuba divers paradise! Summer dive packages 
starting at $345.00/pp dbl. occupancy. 


Ramon's Village...a wonderfully 
intriguing vacation resort! 
Reservations & Information 
Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 
www.ramons.com 
info@ramons.com 
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Koya Mayan 
KESORT & OPH 


Pampered Adventure 


A Resort of Casual Elegance Surrounded by 
Tropical Jungle in the Heartland of the 
Ancient Maya. 


Cultural & Ecological Discovery 
in Beautiful Western Belize! 
www.royalmayan.com 


1 


Ver bp 


For more information 
contact the Belize Board of Tourism at 
1-800-624-0656 or visit us ab www.travelbelize.orsdiving 
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( Joe’s Cave provided a unique experi- 
ence in a shallow cavern with an overhead 
skylight. Underneath a sheer cliff on 
Dead Chest Island, there is a side room at 
10 feet. I rode the surge inside, holding on 
and taking two kicks forward for each 
push back. Inside the room, I was pro- 
tected from the surge, but a school of sil- 
very hatchetfish were being tossed back 
and forth in mid-water. Overhead, the 
surf was breaking. At that depth, I could 
feel it in my chest, and had to clear my 
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ears every time a wave passed above. 
Instead of shooting photos, I soaked in 
the experience in the camera of the mind, 
before riding the surge back out of the 
cavern. 
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According to photo pro Mauricio 
Handler, “Once you come out of water, 
the BVI really kicks in.... Every corner, 
every day, every bay is a different feel. 
Those who like the outdoors have a 
good time here.” 

Rent a car and drive around Tortola’s 


: ERY a at 
Ocean Diver's Resort Facility 


Small Personal Classes 
2 Course Directors on Staff 


All Classes taught by our 
Course Directors 


Ocean Training in Warm, — 
Tropical Water | 


oat Poy Bone 
rte) {al i te) 
1-877-361-1113 | 


©Your search begins. by 
| removing the water 


Call for a free catalog or to order 
our demonstration video. 


Optional PC display available. 


“Side scan sonars are one of the most effective 
HO MOMUNUGaNniiomvonreroanceece name cert 


detailed picture of what's on the bottom. The pring@ut “remov S the water” giving a clear pic- 
“ture of the bottom. SSS-100K side scan lets vou search large areas quickly, the SSS-600K finds 
| even the small soft targets, and the SSS-100/600K combines the best features of both systems. 
Each of these side scan sonars produce a 17” wide high resolution printout.” 


Depressor Wing 


Underwater 
Metal 


Detector Mini Camera 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA ¢ (800)822-4744 
© Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 








vertical ridge roads, but remember to 
keep on the left. You can’t get lost; 
there’s only one main road around the 
island. Hike along dirt paths for mag- 
nificent views and deserted beaches. 
On the north side you can surf or just 
lie on the sand and enjoy the solitude. 
Set aside a day to sail instead of dive. 
Depending on your experience level, 
you can rent a boat yourself, or have 
somebody do the skippering for you. 
The most renowned tourist site 1s 
The Baths, a vast area of protected 
beaches at the southern end of Virgin 
Gorda that’s delineated by hundreds of 
magnificent, weather-worn boulders. In 
some places, the boulders mark off tiny 
bays, ideal for snorkeling, bathing or just 
sunning on the sand. In others, a 
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labyrinth of passageways, some so nar- 
row you have to duckwalk through, lead 
to hidden pools and grottos. It’s grand, 
majestic and surreal, filled with bathers 
and snorkelers and lovers. 

The British Virgin Islands has been 
described as a delightful combination of 
civilization and raw nature. I confirmed 
that on my birthday. As I climbed back 
aboard after my third dive, along came 
the ice cream boat, named Deliverance, 
selling dark chocolate Dove Bars. After 
all, what’s a birthday without ice cream? 
That’s civilized. 


A special thanks to American Airlines, 
Continental Airlines, Bitter End Yacht 
Club, Leverick Bay Resort, Prospect Reef 
Resort, Aquaventure Scuba Services, 
Baskin in the Sun, Blue Water Divers, 
Underwater Safaris, Dive BVI and 
Kilbride’s Sunchaser Scuba. Also, thank 
you to Randy Keil, Katryn Ohlsen, Annie 
Muirhead, Courtney McKeough, Tanya 
Kuck, Mauricio Handler, Armando fentk, 
fim ~~ Scheiner, Mike Goldberg 
and Phil Brown. 





















For the Ultimate in Scuba 
Travel throughout the World... 


Let our All-Diver Staff find that Perfect Dive Vacation 
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3elize 
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londuras Our repeat customer ratio is one 

% of the highest in the industry, we 

m credit this to our staff! We are all 

ralall divers and industry professionals, 
including a marine biologist/dive 

ruk instructor and an airline expert. 
Our honest and dependable 

urks team will do as much as 

& Caicos possible to ensure that your 
scuba vacation is worry-free 

\olomons and the ultimate dive experience! 

i Luca Call us to book your next trip! 

fap 


4 141i OR FAX: 680-616-0727 
A a EMAIL: Udive@ultimatedivetravel.com 
CHECK OUR WEB SITE: WWW.Ultimatedivetravel.com 


ohn was always the smart one. After straight-As in high school, an Ivy 


League polish and an acclaimed degree in Economics, my brother took 





the next logical step. He bolted to Hawaii to become a surfer dude. Our father was, 


to put it gently, confused by my brother’s career path. I, of course, encouraged his 


non-conformist bent. Hell, | was 18 and had a free place to flop in the land of tanned 


babes, awesome diving and killer Maui wowwie. 


My big break came in 1977. John teamed up with our cousin Clay who was in 


the Navy on Oahu. They fixed up an old wooden sailboat, the Lillie Dansker, for 


a 3,000-mile journey south to Bora Bora in search of the perfect wave and 


women who had never seen goofy white men. I was invited for their final shake- 


down cruise—a leisurely 10-day cruise around Oahu, Lanai, Maui and Molokai. 


So, we loaded the deck with scuba tanks, strapped surfboards to the gunnels, 


grabbed the guitar and hoisted the sails. 











dl U 


even—O 














by Fred D. Garth 
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Adding a touch of class to our own little S.S. Minnow crew, 
were two lovely wahinis, Rhoda (John’s Hawaiian girlfriend), 
and Becky, a well-endowed, wild-haired bartender from 
Honolulu by way of San Diego. Along the way, Rhoda played 
native guide, enriching us with such cultural traditions as 
showing us how to pop slimy opehi (pronounced: Oh-Pee- 
Hee) mollusks off rocks and eat the raw muscle inside. They 
did NOT taste just like chicken—more like the offspring of 
an oyster and a garden slug. Becky was The Entertainer. She 
performed dirty bar songs while gyrating to the beat. Sure, 
her act was tasteless, but a lot more appetizing than the opehz. 

At our first anchorage in Lanai, we ran into hordes of fish: 
butterflyfish, angelfish, tangs and parrotfish of varying 
denominations. And no people. Just us and a lobster or two in 
the pot. For a couple of days we dived the west and south 
shores, finding gorgeous sites that dive shops from Maui now 
visit regularly, like the Cathedrals and Hulapoe Bay. Most trips 
to Lanai these days originate from the tourist haven of 
Lahaina, a 45-minute plus ride across Auau Channel. Lahaina 
was in our near future, too, but first we had a date with a crater. 
“i ‘ots, I’d heard legends about the Molokini crater (off Maut’s 

You don't have to go fr fieneath théssutface to discover Sapam south shore) and was about to wet my 
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Hawaii's underwater treasures. (2. pants to dive the dead oceanic 
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Skin Diver - Hawa 


GETTING THERE: Most major airlines service 


Hawaii, such as American Airlines, Continental Airlines, 











Hawaiian Airlines and United Airlines. There are a number 

of direct flights to Oahu, Maui and Hawaii (the Big Island). 
FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Excellent 
year-round. May through November has the best diving condi- 
tions, while Humpback Whales visit December through April. 
Topside Climate: Considered one of the most pleasant in 
the world. Comfortably balmy and warm year-round with northeasterly 
tradewinds. Near the coast temperatures range from 68 to 83°F. Midway Atoll expe- 

riences a more seasonal climate. Summer air temperatures are similar to the Hawaiian Islands, but winter tem- 
peratures can drop into the low 60s°F with strong winds making it seem even colder. Water Temperature: 
74 to 82°F (average of 78°F). The waters are generally calm year-round, but winter brings heavy surf and big swells on the 
north-facing beaches. Warning flags are posted to alert swimmers and surfers of beach conditions. Midway water temperatures may 
reach 80°F in August, but will drop to 65°F in January. Exchange Rate: USD is easily—too easily—accepted. Time 
Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus 6 hours (5 during daylight-saving). 

RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS Hawaii Aloha Dive Co. (808) 325-5560 * Dive Makai (808) 329-2025 www.divemakai.com * Eco- 1 Al ages 
Adventures (808) 329-7116 www.eco-adventure.com ° Hualalai Watersports (808) 325-8222 www.divesail.com ° Jack's Diving Locker (808) 329-7585 
www.jacksdivinglocker.com * KonaAggressor (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com * Kohala Divers (808) 882-7774 www.kohaladivers.com * Kona Coast 
Divers (808) 329-8802 www.konacoastdivers.com * Manta Ray Divers (808) 325-1687 www.rainbowdiver.com ° Planet Ocean Watersports (808) 935-7277 
www.hawaiidive.com * Mauna Lani Sea (808) 885-7883 www.hawaliseaadventures.com * Nautilus Dive (808) 935-6939 www.nautilusdivehilo.com * Red Sail 
Sports (800) 255-6425 www.redsail.com ° Sandwich Isle Divers (888) 743-3483 www.sandwichisledivers.com * Sea Paradise Scuba (808) 322-2500 www.sea- 

paradise.com Kauaii Blue Dolphin (808) 245-8681 www.bluedolphincharters.com * Dive Kauai (808) 822-0452 www.divekauai.com * Fathom Five (808) 742-6991 

www.fathomfive.com © Mana Divers (808) 742-9849 © Diver's Locker (888) 511-2241 www.diverslocker.com * Wet & Wonderful (808) 822-0211 Lanai Trilogy Ocean Sports (808) 

661-4743 www.sailtrilogy.com Maui B & B Scuba (808) 875-2861 www.bbscuba.com * Scuba Shack (808) 879-3483 www.scubashack.com * Hawaiian Rafting Adventures (808) 661-7333 www.hawai- 
ianrafting.com * Dive & Sea Center (808) 874-1952 www.diveandseamaui.com * Dive Maui (808) 667-2080 www.divemauiscuba.com * Ed Robinson's Diving Adventures (808) 879-3584 www.maui-scuba.com 
* Kapalua Dive Co. (808) 662-0872 www.kapaluadive.com * Lahaina Divers (808) 667-6280 www.lahainadivers.com * Maui Dive Shop (808) 879-3388 www.mauidiveshop.com * Maui Dreams (808) 874- 
5332 www.mauidreamsdiveco.com * Mike Severn’s Dive Shop (808) 879-6596 www.mikesevernsdiving.com * Provider Maui (808) 875-4004 * Hawaiian Islands (808) 622-3483 © Tropical Divers (808) 669- 
6284 www.scubamaui.com Oahu Aaron’s Dive Shop (808) 262-2333 www.hawaii/scuba.com * Aloha Dive Shop (808) 395-5992 www.alohadiveshop.com * Breeze Hawaii Diving (808) 326-4085 www.breeze- 
hawaii.com * Hawaii Sea Adventures (808) 487-7515 www.scubahsa.com * Reef Trekkers (808) 943-0588 www.reeftrekkers.com © Waikiki Diving (808) 922-2121 www.waikikidiving.com * Ocean Concepts 
(808) 677-7975 www.oceanconcepts.com * Capt. Bruce’s Scuba Charters (808) 373-3590 www.captainbruce.com * Surf-n-Sea (800) 899-SURF www.surfnsea.com * Sunshine Scuba (808) 593-8865 www.sun- 
shinescuba.com Midway Midway Phoenix (888) 643-9291 www.midwayisland.com * Destination Midway (808) 325-5000 www.fishdive.com 

RESOURCES: Hawaii Visitors’ and Convention Bureau (800) GO-HAWAI] www.gohawaii.com * AquaQuest www.aquaquest.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Hawaii www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver 
Online www.skin-diver.com 


Photo/James D: Watt. 
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& Art Festival 


‘WytAND, 


Ungerwater 


Photography 
April 27-May 4, 2002 


Sponsored by oe ee 
Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 


Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet for your special 


Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) ee 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 


Guest appearance from Wyland a as 
www-.skin-diver.com 


Art Contest (with local Schools) 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Ko 











Jack's Diving 


"Our friendly people 
make the difference’ 
800-345-4807 * 808-329-7585 


Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 
www.jacksdivinglocker.com 


nO On On On On On On 0 On On On On On On On Om On On On On 


Wietimeie tities 


Scuba 
since 1982 


Explore the Big Island’s 
most remote and pristine 
locations with some of the most experienced 
guides on the coast. We offer 1, 2, and 3 tank 
fofiv{stomm (©) M@er= lat] (s\e Me |lY,s) tomers eM [alciiau ei((elamslare| 
1a) (rere |U(e1(e)avare|\=1-Mm 10 016)(=an'=L<-l eral ale BeyAted 
programs are available for kids. Check out our 
diving and vacation packages from $681 per 
person double occupancy. 1-800-322-KONA. 


www.seaparadise.com 


0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0: 


Ed Robinson's 
Diving Adventurés 


Maui's most diverse scuba diving 
(e)elsye-}alela c0@0 ial Ke)amaaclalaicmselelesiale)am.7 
personalized service and voted in Rodale's 

Soule MBI ale mle rv4laloucmne)@maslameliis 
(eo) el=) 10 (0) alm iammalcm|ale(eM [01s (0n 10) MoM (21-16 
aUialaliave mt msrieelalalemice)(e).</a) mm ilar ee 
3-Tank Adventure, Night Dives & 
Our “New” Premiere Trip. 

Call toll-free 1-800-635-1273 

robinson@maui.net. 
www.maui-scuba.com 
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The Big Jstand (Hawaii ) 


Kona 


Without a doubt, the best known dive on the Big Island, possibly in all of Hawaii, has been the 
night dive with Mantas off the Kona Surf Hotel. As many as a dozen extra large Pacific Mantas 
would cruise under the hotel’s spotlight and feed on the plankton it attracted. As awesome as it 
was predictable, this dive was one of the few places on the planet where Mantas were 
guaranteed night after night. Unfortunately, the hotel closed down, and the light was 
snuffed out. Opportunistic dive guides started a night foray with Mantas offshore from the 
Kona airport, but it hasn't caught on as well. Talk of the Kona Surf reopening has divers 
hopeful. Helpful hint to dive operators: Get together and pay the electric bill for that light 
and re-establish one of the best night dives in the world. Kevin Costner knew big 
lights had drawing power. Turn ‘em on, and they will come. 

Up and down the Kona Coast, big critters are always a possibility. Sharks are pretty 


frequent (including hammerheads) 
as well as dolphins, whales, big 
eels and rays. Small stuff like lionfish, 
scorpionfish and octopus also fill 
the bill. 


Hilo 


The neglected stepchild of the 
Big Island, Hilo gets little recognition. 
However, if turtles turn you on, Hilo 
is the place. With more turtles than 
anywhere and some unique reef 
dives, the eastern shore deserves more 
than its Rodney Dangerfield 
rep. For the totally crazed, a special 
lava dive can be arranged to swim 
with live magma. It’s iffy, though, as 
conditions have to be perfect. 


volcano. The walls of the crater had a 
keen reputation for sponge and black 
coral growth, but that wasn’t what had 
my bladder busting. There were 
reports of many, many sharks. You 
gotta remember, this was back when we 
still feared sharks. Yeah, I know, today 
people pay big bucks to watch manly 
divemasters hand-feed sharks and treat 
them like puppy dogs. Not us. We scur- 
ried back to the boat when a baby 
Whitetip Reef Shark came close. Now, 
we divers have gone shark crazy, and 
Molokini still medicates that insanity. 
In fact, it’s grown into Maui’s hottest 
dive site, probably because it offers 


Out to LU 
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Sea turtles abound off Hawali’s.islands. 





clear, calm water and a decent chance 
to sight Humpback Whales (usually in 
winter), Pilot Whales, dolphins and a 
crowd of little critters like endemic 
White Spot Damsels. It doesn’t hurt 
that Molokini is a Marine Life Con- 
servation District, which bans taking 
any marine life whatsoever. 

From Molokini we beat upwind 
through the sailor’s challenge: the 
Molokai Channel (between Maui and 
Molokai). Massive rollers poured 
through the cut, but the Danish-built 
Lilhe Dansker pounded ahead, throw- 
ing sheets of water from bow to stern. 
It was our first decent shower in days. 


Beyond Kauai, the Hawaiian chain extends more 
than 1,000 miles westward. The islands get older and 
smaller and have vast virgin areas. Some are unin- 
habited, some are restricted, and some are so overrun 
with sharks that diving is not advised. Galapagos 
Sharks are guaranteed to be seen. Midway is also 


home to the rare, endemic Masked Angelfish, a deep- 
water dweller which comes up to as shallow as 30 feet 


Oceanic Whitetip. 


around the island. You'll find plenty of lobsters, eels, squirrelfish and the weird Morwong. 








Pelican 

Nemo Light 

“The smallest and 
brightest 8C dive light 


in the world” 
310-326-4700 
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Harvey’s yi 
Wetsuits Limited 


“From the new Cobalt Min D edition : 
Titanium to custom 50th anniver- 
wetsuits built to fit” : sary Skin Diver 


800-347-0054 7 Y backpack 
www.harveys-divesuits.com » = 


TUSA 
X-Pert Zoom 


Aeronautical 
Engineering 
in the water. 
562-498-3708 
www.tusa.com 


SeaVision FREE BACKPACK! 


and enter to win the 
From the newest 


MaxvVision and eG | a eo “7? ell 
TransVision to the Color — 
Corrective Filtering oe “sf am e& 
system. ; 
Se y.co2s e Trip for one on the Truk 
www.seavisionusa.com Aggressor Il live-aboard 
e 1 TUSA BC's 
e 1 TUSA regulator (first, second 
Le aaa stage plus octopus) 
alc . ° 1 TUSA computer console 
ise abs arcs e 1 Sea Vision mask 
888-348-2628 e 1 custom Harvey's wetsuit 


www.galapagos- e 1 Pelican NEMO light 


aggressor.com 
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Leaders in dive lens techmology 


Rules: Attach your sales receipt from the purchase of one of these specialized products: Pelican Nemo light, Sea Vision mask, Harvey's 

Cobalt Titanium wetsuit, TUSA X-Pert Zoom split fin or book a trip on featured Aggressor live-aboard to the attached business reply card 
plus $7.95 shipping and handling for the free backpack or simply fill out the card to enter the grand prize drawing, (no purchase neces- 
sary to enter the drawing). Your backpack will arrive within 8-10 weeks and you will automatically be entered into the grand prize draw- 

ing. Supplies of the backpacks are limited so act fast! 

Skin Diver Backpack: Quantities of the backpack are limited to the first 2000 entries. Any form sent without a sales receipt will not be accepted. This promotion ends June 1, 2002. All forms received 


through June 1, 2002 will be automatically entered into the grand prize drawing. Grand Prize Drawing: No purchase necessary to enter the grand prize drawing. To enter, send your name, address, 
telephone number and e-mail address on a 3” x 5” card to: Dive 44, attn: Backpack Promo, 16772 Channel Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92649 





MAUI DIVE SHOP fig 
Beyond the steady flow of the sunburnt, 


flowered-shirt crowd, Oahu has some sur- 

prisingly great diving—even right offshore 

; from the glistening bikinis of Waikiki. The 

: / Stores Island Wide wreck of the YO-257, a former Navy ship, was 
¢ Maui’s Newest Fleet ot sunk off the beach in 1989 for tourists on the 


Custom Jet-Drive Boats Atlantis submarine tour. For divers, It’s easi- 
ly accessible and has grown a nice quilting 





* Daily Dives to Molokini of colorful corals and sponges. It's also 
Crater & Lana’! STiric pumped up with butterflyfish, eels and 
ees friendly turtles. Another popular wreck, the 

; Both Molokini Night Dives 800-ton Mahi, was Hawaii's first planned 
& Back-Wall Dives artificial reef (1982) and has a school of 

* PADI 5-Star IDC Facility Eagle Rays that seem to ee moved in. It's 
7 also covered in one of Hawaii’s most prolific 

¢ Hawaii's Largest Full and stunning corals—Orange Cup Corals, or 


Service Rental Department Jubestrea. Along with a newer wreck, the 
Corsair and other various hunks of metal, 


* Your Complete Source tor Oahu wears the crown as the undisputed 

All Island Activities wreck capital of the island chain. 
© Discounts on Hotel The North Shore is the winter home of 

; ; gonzo surfers at their Sangria La, the Bonsai 
Reservations, Multiple Pipeline. When the Big Kahuna waves roll in 
Activities & Group Rates the diving is kaput, but when it smoothes 
out, the North Shore has some of the island’s 
most unspoiled dives. The same is true of the 
windward (northeast) side of Oahu. 

For pure snorkeling fun, Oahu divers can 
trek to Hanauma Bay where Elvis filmed 
Blue Hawaii. \t’s worth the trip just to walk 
the same beach where the King dug his 
tootsies in the sand. 
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We eventually made our way around 
to Maui’s north shore, ready to find 
some drinks with real ice and some 
funky nightlife. We thumbed a ride to 
Lahaina, thinking that if Loggins and 
Messina sang about it, there had to be 
at least one good bar. To our great 
pleasure, there were many. By the time 
s we were ready to stumble back to the 

w | EET po ; boat, all hope of hitch- 
website for < hiking or cab rides were 
futile. Always quick 
with a plan, Becky dis- 
tracted a_ security 
guard, and we com- 
mandeered a golf cart 
from a fancy resort. 
With six of us piled on- 
board, the electric 
engine whined in obvi- 
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y winning Maui Dive Guide 
‘a | or VIGO, 


a complete guide ¢0 - < Sat 
norkeling af 
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locations, Gon ioMcites. 
color maps to the best an ous pain, but got us 
back to the harbor by 
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corporate offices head for Molokai. 
(343 3)) 1455 South Kihei Road, re Ae fl fe a . 
Kihei, Maui, Hawaii 96754 et os Cone 
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plete with sheer 3,000-foot-high cliffs 
and frothy seas churning against the 
hard rock. As we gingerly picked our 
way along Molokai’s spectacularly dan- 
gerous shoreline, we were dumbstruck 
at how passing clouds got snagged on 
jagged peaks and the abundance of 
spouting waterfalls. 

That afternoon, John and Clay rode 
a choice break while I dived reefs 
bursting with sea critters. Fields of 
Antler Coral seemed to go on forever, 
and lobsters hid in every hole. Even 
now, when I hear people talk about vir- 
gin reefs, I flash back to Kalaupapa. 


Maui 

lronically, Maui's best diving is not on 
Maui, but on neighboring islands Lanai and 
Molokini crater. Both are well worth the trip, 
with great possibility for big animals. 
Molokini is a crescent-shaped remnant of the 
now dormant Haleakala volcano. It takes 
operators about 20 minutes from Kihei and 
45 minutes to an hour from Lahaina. Rising 
160 feet out of the sea, the crater drops into 
35 feet of water, slopes to 70, then drops off 
to about 300 feet. Known for pelagics as well 
as small critters, Molokini’s drama has per- 
haps made it Hawaii's most popular dive. Its 
shallow reefs are also a_ favorite 
snorkeling spot. 

A couple of dozen sites have also been 
established on the south shore and a few on 
the western and eastern sides. 

Although special permits are required 
and hard to come by, Humpback Whales 
pass by Maui each year, offering some of the 
world’s best encounters in super clear water. 
Lots of the great Humpback footage and 
photos you see on IV and in magazines 
come from these waters. 


Pilot Whale. 
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¢6 day rental car 


2 morning charters with lunch 


| ®] afternoon/night (Manta) charter 


: 


1.800.949.3483 


info@ecodive.com 


www.eco-adventure.com 
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ACTION, ADVENTURE, 
FUN AND GREAT VALUE! 


We boat dive every day. Join us for the excitement. 


Entertainment & Enjoyment for the whole family. 

° SASY for kids ages 5 and up; Bubblemaker for kids age 8 to 9. 

* PADI 5 Star Career Development Center. Open water referrals. 
Nitrox available. 

* Unique underwater lava topography and marine life endemic 
only to Hawaii. 

* Something for everyone, uncrowded beaches to big city night 
life in Waikiki. 

¢ Unsurpassed convenience, quality and service. 

* Hotel and dive packages $499.99 pp dbl. 
ke te 

1-800-808-DIVE (3483) * 1-808-677-7975 


www.oceanconcepts.com ¢ E-mail: diver@oceanconcepts.com 
(Bring this ad for your 20% discount on all logo products) 


1-800-828-3483 ° 1-808-822-0452 * 1-808-822-7333 


Lahaina Divers 


because your family deserves the best 





PART Le melmeihaiare mca (aes 
Molokini, Lanai, Turtle Reef 
F) oxey:1 ce melee a aret-rc\elmr-lale me Omar lal 
PADI Gold Palm 5 Star IDC. 
Training for PADI, NAUI, SSI and 


NASDS done daily. 


1-800-998-3483 


(Fax) 808-661-5195 © E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 
www. lahainadivers.com 
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DIVE KEY LARGO yx; 


Perfect Vacation Package i 


ytotidlon Sw 


Key Largo Resort 


Holiday Innfeatures 3 
2 heated pools, tiki bar, 
jacuzzi, fitness center 
and much more! 


Scuba Instruction 
for whole Family! 
Ten years old & up! 


» 
































28 years of Diving 
Pennekamp Park & 
Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary! 


"Soon to come...Dive 
the Speigel Grove" 


GOLD PALM 
RESORT 
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@) www. keylargodive.com >: 
1-800-451-3640 
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Saaring to new heights: 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 

out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 
airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 
reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 
breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 
www.bonairepros.com 
800-748-8733 e Fax 601-353-7559 


ADVENTURES 
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Kauai & Ni’ihau 

The westernmost of the “main” Hawaiian 
Islands, Kauai is known as the Garden Isle. 
Popular for its lush mountainsides, hundreds 
of waterfalls and secluded beaches, diving 
along the spectacular Na Pali cliffs on the 
north shore is outstanding (weather permit- 
ting). One of those sites is Ke’e Lagoon, a 
great snorkel and shallow dive. There’s also 
good, accessible diving on the east and south 
shores near Linhue and Koloa. 

About 20 miles west of Kauai, the island of 
Ni’ihau (the Forbidden Isle) is about as virgin 
as diving gets, but getting there is the trick. 
It may take three hours or more, and that’s 
generally only in summer when the sea Is 
“calm.” Only a couple of dozen folks live 
there, all of pure Hawaiian lineage, so this is 
Hawaii without crowds on land or underwater. 
At the northern tip of Ni’ihau is Lehua Rock, a 
submerged crater with great diving. Mr. 
Sharky likes to hang out at the rock as well as 
all around Niihau. Lucky visitors may also 
encounter the rare and endangered Monk 
Seals. Once near extinction, the Monk’s popu- 
lation seems to be coming back and sight- 
ings have become more frequent. 





We sailed out shortly thereafter, and 
back in Honolulu. I reflected on the 
most incredible two weeks of my 
young life. I’d eaten rock slugs, 
learned some cool songs for my buds 
back home and dipped my toe into 
some amazing diving. I vowed to 
return and see the rest. Over the past 
20 or so years, I’ve done just that. 
From Kona to Kauai, I’ve fallen in 
love with Hawai and its infinite 
ocean. From Oceanic Whitetips, 
Mantas, dolphins, turtles and whales 
to frogfish, Spanish Dancers, scorpi- 
onfish and eels, Hawaii is the life. And 
with each new dive trip, a surprise 
seems to unfold. It might be a night 
dive with giant Mantas near Kona or 
Whale Sharks at Southpoint or 
Humpbacks off Maui. Above and 
below water, the rewards keep stack- 
ing up and dragging me back. 

Two weeks later, John and Clay blast- 
ed south. After 39 days at sea they 
landed on Bora Bora and spent a year 
cruising Polynesia. Upon their return, 
John and Rhoda got engaged and I gave 
him my blessing on one condition: The 
wedding had to be in Hawaii. It was. 
Unfortunately, Becky did not sing, nor 
did they serve opehi at the reception. 





. Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 
. features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 
oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 


| meals and superb unlimited diving. 
PALO aR 


Toll Pree: 877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 
_ E-mail: info@palauscuba.com 
www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 LIVEABOARDS 


(cean Hunter/Fish n fins 


FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP IN PALAD 

e Personalized service ¢ Cabin boats with toilet & shower x aie 

¢ Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands ish‘n Fins ans 

e All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available Ph: (680) 488-2637 
E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com ¢ WWW.EFISHNFINS.COM ~ Fax: (680) 488-5418 
OCEAN HUMTPER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 

E-MAIL: Ocean. Hunter@palaunet.com e WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 

| © Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving ¢ Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 





Palau Pacific Resort/Splash 6) 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 
Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in palau pacific Resort 


one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 
with Splash, our on-site dive center. 


Phone: (680) 488-2600 ¢ Fax: (680) 488-1606 
E-mail ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 
www.panpac.com & divepalau.com 


5 [Px = Phone: (680) 488-2793 
/ / Fax: (680) 488-1453 
Ct ll TOW Website: www.visit-palau.com 


Visitors Authority E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


TRIPNIOUR PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam’s Tours-Air/Land 
3 - Add -{ berg $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 
biy Sate. YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 
The dive/travel expert of Palau 


1-800-348-0842 


L GUARANTEE 


1-800-GO-DIVING 
E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 
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Divev's 
Pavadise 








me We've got you covered in the north with Matangi Island Resort, Lalati Resort on 
Bega Island, and the waters in-between with the MV Princess II liveaboard! We are 
the official US Representative for Mantangi, Lalati, and the Princess II. We offer all- 

® inclusive dive packages from Los Angeles on Air Pacific or Air New Zealand 


TOKATOKA RESORT HOTEL - FIJI 


TokaToka Resort Hotel, right opposite Nadi Airport. Accommodations vary from studios to two bedroom villas. 
Overnight or day rooms available. IGreat pool, great bar, great place, great price. Already catering to a number of 
dive groups. Contact your local travel agent or the hotel direct. 


Ph: 011 679 720222 ¢ Fax: 011 679 720400 © Email: tokatokaresort@is.com.fj 


SUBSURFACE FIJI 


ISLAND DIVE VACATIONS 


will@worldofdiving.com 
Www. fijidiving.com 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS TRAVEL 


Experience the warm wonderful Fijian Islands 
Prisitine white sand beaches and fabulous coral gardens 


Non-stop from LAX Toll-free: 377 173-4846 


We take you there 


Info@SPisland Travel.com * www.SPlislandtTravel.com 


“Best Deal Guarantee” If you find a lower price we will: 
‘Ne ¢ Match the price, 2 * Give you one free dive day 
¢ And, as always, give you the best dive/travel service. 


gg Ig gg a ge ag eC Ie ae Tac ae 
The Dive/Travel Experts of the Pacific 
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VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 
Ph 800-828-9146 Fx 310-338-0708 


E-mail: res@vatulele.com 
Web: www.vatulele.com 


$1699 - Naigani Island Resort World of... 


includes R/T airfare from LAX, 1) Vi N G 


Air Fiji, 6 nights lodging, ...& Adventure Vacations 


5 days two tank diving, all meals. worldofdiving.com * 800-GO-DIVING 
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No doubt about it, I needed to see the rat race in my 
rearview mirror. 

Less than 10 hours later, I was sitting on the front 
porch of my bure, staring out over the stunningly gor- 
geous Fijian countryside and seascape without a worry 
in the world. I was at the privately owned, 240-acre 
island-in-a-rain forest resort of Matangi in the north 
of Fiji near Taveuni, for the first half of an eight-day 
a trip. No phones, faxes, FedEx or e- 

mail. No bills to pay, meet- 
ings. about | meetings, 
or traffic jams. T felt 

Blicae had outsmart- 

ed the rats. T even 
remembered ik) 
| leave a 

















resto market is down more than 10 percent in 
the last two months. Gas prices are up 20 percent. the Middle East remains a 
tinderbox. My car needs a little work and so does the fence in the 
backyard. And my mother is threatening to visit. 


eg to me, Fcouldn’t see it. But not long afterward, I found 
Sa a few on my own and my head swelled, with, pride, s < 
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note: Key zs under the mat, Mom. Make yourself at home. 
T have gone to Fiji. C-ya! 

Of course, I was there to dive, and there was no dis- 
appointment. Fiji’s northern group of islands provides 
some of the most pristine diving in the South Pacific, 
but best of all, most of the dive sites off Matangi neces- 
sitate only a 10— to 20-minute boat ride. 

Our first dive was at Golden Wall, where magnifi- 
cent trees of yellow soft corals stand out against iri- 
descent blue water. Not far away are Still Waters and 
The Elbow, where huge seafans and brilliant red wire 

_ corals dominate the seascape. The vertical drops begin 
in shallow water, and the coral heads at the top of the 
walls provide a perfect place to off-gas while admiring 
angelfish, butterflyfish, Sweetlips, groupers, Clown 
Triggers and carpets of anemones with their resident 
“Ville We also enjoyed sightings of several 
Hawksbill Turtles, a Banded 
Yellow-lipped Sea Snake and 
aa several Whitetip Reef 
eee Sharks. Not bad for the first 
aia couple days of diving. 
: Night dives turned my 
| attention toward the world 
LISP ane ee a of macro critters. From 
. 4 we opm ilbrchelm@mo)leCcmbelemoleluel ce 
Poe Bie oe aye | parrotfish to mor- 
é 7 ip . ays, crinoids and 
ie? cryptic crabs— 
the list of po- 
tential subjects 
endless. 
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was 

Seta, my dive- 
master/guide, 

= helped me find 
Blue Ribbon Eels 

and Longnose Hawk- 

fish hiding among seafans, 
ise taco tm ices tostis 
rainbow-colored 













as well as 

and spectacular nudibranchs, 
flatworms and more. 

1 wa$respecially enthralled with the variety of Leaf 

ma St orpiontistt Occurring in-a variety of colors, these 

‘fash, with a face that only a mother coulddove, hide 


among the corals: The first time Seta pointed onc out 
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On my last day at Matangi, Nigel 
Douglas, Matangi-native and the owner 
of the dive concession, took us to the 
Somosomo Strait to make a dive on the 
famed White Wall, where white soft 
corals proliferate. The wall, part of the 
Rainbow Reef system that extends 
between Taveuni and the island of 
Vanua Levu, provided a wonderful dive, 
but the real bonus of the day was spend- 
ing a couple of hours snorkeling with a 
pod of Killer Whales. The whales were 
lazily making their way down the strait 
and soon became curious about us. At 
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Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 


your insurance isn't diving-specific. 





accident coverage) 
_ [ annual or lifetime 





























| Who Has the Best Dive — 
Accident Program? 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance 
second to none in the dive industry. 


A/ 0. deductible (except on medical nondive accident covet 
_ Uf mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 














first the large males stayed between us 
and the cows with calves, but after 30 
minutes or so we were able to get great 
looks at all the whales. Time after time, 
the closest whale would roll slightly 
onto its side in order to eyeball us. 

The next day, I island-hopped to the 
south of Fiji, to a relatively new resort 
named Lalati in the heart of Bega 
(Beng-ga) Lagoon. 

Inside the 16-mile-wide lagoon, the 
best diving is on a wide array of hill- 
like coral heads and in the canyons 
between the heads. This is the big dif- 

















oy & GS: [% we accept divers from any agency 
(¥ all ages 
(4 worldwide protection 
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ference between the diving in the 
north and south of Fiji. But once 
again, the bommies (South Pacific- 
speak for coral heads) are covered with 
soft corals and seafans, which in turn, 
provide ideal places for feeding 
crinoids to perch themselves when the 
current is running. 

The setting is nothing short of spec- 
tacular, and the names of the dive 
sites—Nudibranch = City, = Chris’ 
Favorite, Carpet Cove and Simple 
Green—provide insight into the 
feature attractions, variety of wildlife 
and the ease of the diving. The coral 
heads almost reach the surface and 
quickly fall off to depths of 25 to 80 
feet where most of the diving occurs. 

If you want casinos, all-night bands, 
gambling and hustle and bustle, Fiji is 
not your place. But if you want peace 
and quiet, on a remote, yet stunning 
island paradise where you can enjoy 
some of the South Pacific’s finest div- 
ing, Fiji cannot be surpassed. 


Special thanks to South Seas 
Adventures for trip coordination, Air 
Pacific and Sun Atr for providing air trav- 
el, and Matangi Island Resort, Tropical 
Dive (Fit Scuba) and Lalati for diving 
arrangements and accommodations. 





é 
4 
-. 


; oe 


ee 


ad ‘ 
“y 


Brac Reef Beach Resort 
www.bracreef.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


Brac Caribbean Beach Village 
www.brac-caribbean.com 
800-791-7911, 345-948-2265 


Carib Sands Beach Resort 
www.caribsands.com 
345-948-1121 


Cayman Airways 
Www.caymanairways.com 
800-G-CAYMAN, 345-949-2311 


Conch Club Condos/Divers 
www.conchclub.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


Divi Dive & Photo Tiara 

at Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
www.diviresorts.com 
800-367-3484, 305-451-1130 


Island Air 
www.islandaircayman.com, 
345-949-5252 


Little Cayman Beach Resort 
www. iittlecayman.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


& 


Aggressor Fleet 
Wwww.aggressor.com 
800-348-2628, 985-385-2628 


Paradise Villas/Divers 
www. paradisevillas.com 
877-3-CAYMAN, 345-948-0001 


McCoy's Lodge 
www.mcecoyslodge.com.ky 
800-626-0496 


Southern Cross Club 
www.southerncrossclub.com 
800-899-2582, 619-563-0017 





Two Small, Secluded 
Islands For A Price 


That’s Unbelievable. 
Believe It. 


= 


Vacations 


Whether it’s spectacular world-class diving, 


Or just relaxing in a serene, remote resort — 
The Sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman offer you a variety of full-service 
options. From dive expeditions and lodging, 
to air travel and restaurants. We're committed 
to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. You can have it all - 
believe it! 


*Call the participating members for 
information on accommodations and travel. 


CAYMAN 
SITA Tonps # 


ISLANDS TOVUMISM ALLOOE 
LITTLE CAYMAN Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac + Litthe Cayman 


www.sisterisilands.com § www.caymanislands.ky 
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To Advertise in 


travel. ouide 


Discount airfare for groups and individuals. i. e Please call, 


Personalized customer service from divers aa , 323-782-2760 
~ — who are travel pros. — : 


Liveaboards and land-based resorts 
personally inspected. 


ARC/IATAN appointed, full-service agency. 
Fully bonded and insured. 
Member in good standing: DEMA, ASTA, PADI. 


Baja * Loreto « La Paz ¢ Cabo Pulmo ® Socorro Islands 14859 Lago Drive * Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 
(ST#2052636-50 
Belize ¢ Lighthouse Reef ¢ Turneffe Atoll ¢ Costa Rica 


Cocos Island « Honduras ¢ Roatan 800/659-5800 or 916/354-1942 
Utila‘ Cayos Cochinos * Guanaja * Cozumel fax 916/354-8729 
Galapagos * Panama ¢ Bocas del Toro email: info@outpostravel.com 


wiwere 


www -outpostravel_com 


ERE RR EEN ASN SN SES OS ON. 


The has joined forces with 

Grand Cayman’s finest dive operator 

The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ package includes: 

e Brand 

© Custom boats offering with luxury service 

e A FREE night dive 

e FREE afternoon boat dives Grand Cayman 

e FREE sunset sail and great discounts. 

Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 

Prices from $435pp/dbl occ. for three night stay. red sail soorts. 


2001 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 
E-mail: redsail@candw.ky 
Web: www.redsailcayman.com 


www.bilikiki.com abi open of eo 


www. infobilikiki.com t 
APY Cruises Ltd. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 ¢ Fax 250-383-6598 
il: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
airport within the US. 
luxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 
Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 
8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 
1-888-322-3883 
_ Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 
Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 





AUSTRA 


From the world’s only living organism that can be seen from space (the 

Great Barrier Reef) to otherworldly creatures, such as Leafy and Weedy 

Sea Dragons, Australia has the greatest underwater diversity of any 
destination in the dive world. The possi- 
bilites are mind-boggling. We've decided 
to break it down for you in small chunks. 
So get your travel calendar ready. We're 
about to help you fill it with all the U/W 
action you can handle. 


_ WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 

— Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

_ We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 
| walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
_ shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 

| specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 


and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 
| SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 
_ 1-800-223-6961; www.SmallHope.com 


% a 
ate 


LAGUNA BEACH RESORT 
Utila’s most exclusive. Private peninsula, secluded emerald beach 


_ fringing coral reefs, 9 waterfront bungalows, ocean front restaurant, 
' gift ship, custom dive boats, world-class diving, bone fishing, diving 


snorkeling, diving, kayaking, diving, relaxing on the palm-fringed 
beach. “The whale sharks make Utila waters their playground, wi 
don’t you!” Phone: 1-800-66-Utila, fax: 337-893-5024, email: 
awhite@utila.com, web: www.utila.com 
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See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.co 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1110 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 
Vir-Woy-lal @ele-lime)minicsigar-lece)ar-|manlelalsy al amOPnemielalehPmMary-Relm\/I-hitcicer- ne m- (qe eo) ere p 
Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: williamv@emapusa. com or call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2121. 
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ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 


Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES = (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
available. dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 


WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 
Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 


Vv 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 


Vv 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAILSPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 


Vv 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. Fax:(617)4051-9955 prodive@intemetnorth.com 
SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 
www. sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
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EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; =www.smallhope.com 


www.redsail.com 





VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 

Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports.  dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.1. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 
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BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER www. bluedive.com 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarliniodge.com 
HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, 








Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank dives 
to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom. fine dining, adv galore 
info@robertsgrove.com. __ (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 
www.magnumbelize.com. __—_ info@magnumbelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 

(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 
RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, 
marina, 2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available 
rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 

















TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 

A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 

a beautiful 12-acre private island. 
www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 

Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www. ietravel.com 
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BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages 
available for every budget! 

info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com — www.habourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & diving. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N.A.; 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com __www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 

Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 

Trimaran. 284) 494-2490; 








www.touchthesea.com. 


www.bvidiving.com 
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ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/Cayman Brac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 
2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 
dive, air, car pkgs. Fax:(541) 426-4863; _ www.almondbeach.com 





ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 

($01) 21-2121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; — www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. 





www.tflats.com 





BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beauti- 
ful sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky 





www.caribsands.com 
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CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN BREAKERS, CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. 
Pool shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available 
email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLECAYMAN = (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. __ 
DIVERSDOWN www.divers-down.net FAX/PH (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value- 
priced dive pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 














OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRANDCAYMAN = (800) 544-6576 
Cayman's #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 
aleve: www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB- LITTLECAYMAN (800)899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 

THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 
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EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwa- 
ter frontiers... Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 

















info@adventureexprescom 
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SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 
based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 


regulations. email: info@scubacan.com _www.scubacan.com 


www.adventureexpress.com 





Vv 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.0o-market.de/scubafun 

TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 





vi 
BEQA DIVERS www.beqadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIjl ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIjl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 
NAI’A CRUISES Fil (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 
Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fj 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. (954) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 





www.naia.com.fj 











Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 


Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, Hl 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Maui's most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
robinson@maui.net Visit our website: www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www. lahainadivers.com 

SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni‘ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com www.kauaiscubadiving.com 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 


dives. 424 Nahua St. Hon., HI196815 _www.waikikidiving.com 
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LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 
info@lasrocasresort.com 














www.lasrocasresort.com 








CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per 
person DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing 
avail. www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB - 4 STAR HOTEL (011) 504.455 5407 
with PADI International Resort Center. Most famous Dive 
sites within 10 minutes. 20% discount on direct bookings. 
www.roatanyachtclub.com _reservat@roatanyachtclub.com 
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DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpreess.com 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 


webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost sanity? Found; Paradise, luxury live-aboard millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 
www.manthiri.com 
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VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 25 
PADI 5, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 
counts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 info@val- 


larta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 


play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
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OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 

SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 
(521) 122-7423 








www.scubaja.com 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 


Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 


COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive © Snorkel © Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 

COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 

Mini-haciendas—1 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. Fora 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA98109. — dive@divetropical.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 
dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW '98 = (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 


Dive &eep rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 == =~=~—_—dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet 
of Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 
info@ adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. 














www.outpostravel.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY www.bomatu.com 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 
small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & SERICA. 
PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 
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AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5 diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 
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DIVE SAFARIS .(599) 5429-001; Fax: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris; www.thescubashop.net 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 
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ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. info@fantasea. 





net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; www.ocean-rover.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www. pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 
A 115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai 
hospitality. aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 

Fax: (667) 628-4033; info@diveasia.com; _www.diveasia.com 








GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp.  dive@divetropical.com —_ www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 


Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 
Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 
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SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 








DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea II) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www. dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 
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S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 








SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, E! Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise — www.seasaba.com 
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INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C-max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 

divd@adventureexpress.com _ www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEP! ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net = www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net_ —_ www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 











www.divelowkey.com 








NAVIGATING IN YOUR OPEN WATER CLASS IS RELATIVELY 
easy. Follow your instructor, and you’ll end up back at 
the boat. But, unfortunately for many divers, this is 
the extent of navigation skills learned during training. 
Knowing where you are underwater enhances safety 
and prevents surfacing multiple times to determine 
your position, which could contribute to decompres- 
sion sickness. Here are some tips on making naviga- 
tion a no-brainer. 


Keep it Simple 

Complex patterns cause confusion and error. The 
simplest way to go from point A to point B is to go out 
in a straight line and come back the same way (known 





as a reciprocal course). 


Navigation Know-How 
e Have a dive pattern in More interesting and 
mind for every dive. easier patterns to follow 
ATMA emu oS Square or rectangu- 
to pre-dive briefing. lar Patten which 
require four,  pre- 


e Pay attention to your sur- 
roundings—use natural 
references as landmarks. 

e Use an underwater timer or 
fank pressure gauge 
between transition points. 

¢ Give yourself a break— 
coming within a few feet of 
your point of origin is good. 

© The compass is always 
right. 


planned 90° turns. 

The easiest way to 
approach this kind of 
navigation is to form an 
image in your mind of 
your dive pattern. If 
you're running a box 
course, picture in your 
mind where you are in 
relation to your point of 
origin. That way, if you 
need to shorten the dive, you have a good idea of 
which direction to go to find your point of origin. 

And remember, you don’t have to end up within six 
inches of where you started. Dive patterns are esti- 
mations. For example, when navigating back to a boat, 








be aware that it may shift position while at anchor. So 
even if you come back to the exact spot where you 
began, there’s a chance the boat may have swung 100 
feet away, and that’s OK. 


Kicks, Time & Air 

You can also measure distance by using kick cycles, 
time and tank pressure readings. Measuring distance 
with kicks requires the diver to count kick cycles (or sets 
of two single-leg kicks). But remembering where you 
are in the count while trying to enjoy your dive can be 
impossible and frustrating. It’s sometimes easier to use 
an underwater timer. If you run a box where each leg is 
five minutes long, you'll end up pretty close to where 
you started. If you don’t have a timer, 
use your air as a measuring device. For 
example, make each leg 500 psi, swim 
four legs, and you'll return to the 
vicinity of the starting point. 


Natural References 

Using natural references in con- 
junction with a dive pattern will help 
ensure a safe return. It is important 
for divers to have some idea of the 
dive area prior to diving, so pay close 
attention to pre-dive briefings. 
Natural walls, reefs, sand ripples 
(which run parallel to the shore), 
seafans and algae (various types 
grown at only specific depths) are 
examples of good natural references. 


Don’t Bury Your Head in a 
Compass 


¥ 


cs Use your compass to point you in 


the right direction, take a look ahead, drop the com- 


pass and swim in that direction. Checking your com- 
pass every few minutes to make sure you’re still head- 
ing in the right direction should be good enough. 

But if you do get caught up in the reverie of the 
dive and become disoriented, remember that the com- 
pass 1s always right. You may get turned around and 
be convinced that the wrong way is really the right 
way. [rust your compass. 


Practice, Practice 

Navigation is not as tough as some 
divers have come to believe. Mastering 
dive patterns and the compass, while 
using natural references, will help you 
become an ace navigator. Remember, 
practice is the key to being able to navi- 
gate safely and effectively. 





TRAINING 
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by scott d. jones 


Clement Lee—*Sabah’s Diving Ambassador” 

HE’S BEEN CALLED “SABAH’S DIVING AMBASSADOR,” AND FEW 
could argue about Clement Lee’s leadership role and the subsequent 
growth of scuba tourism in Asia during the last 18 years. He started 
his career working with boats and outboard engines, but the lure of 
the underwater 
world changed 
his life forever. 
With partners 
Randy Davies and 
Ron Holland, Lee 
formed Borneo 
Divers and Sea 
Sports (Sabah). 
Operating under 
the philosophy of 
offering visitors 





quality instruc- 
tion and a top-notch experience, the dive operation quickly became 
a model for dive resorts around the world. Lee, one of the first 
PADI Course Directors in Malaysia, currently serves with the 
Sabah Tourism Promotion Corporation, is Vice President of the 
Malaysian Sport Diving Association, and was recently recognized 
by the Sabah government for his commitment and dedication to 
tourism. A valued leader in the dive industry, Lee continues to pro- 
mote diving in Asia. . 





Julio Galindo— 
Keeping Roatan on 
the Map 


BACK IN THE LATE 1960S AND EARLY 1970s, JULIO GALINDO WAS THE MAYOR 
of the then-relatively-unknown municipality of Roatan, Honduras. The 
remote island had no roads and no telephones, but that would soon change. 
Galindo helped an entrepreneur named Paul Adams build Anthony’s Key 
Resort. After many years managing the resort, Galindo and his family 
purchased it in 1980 and helped oversee the resort’s growth as a premier dive 
destination. Among his many accomplishments, Galindo was instrumental in 
the creation of the Roatan Institute for Marine Sciences in 1989, the instal- 
lation of a recompression chamber, dolphin training and educational 
programs and the Roatan Museum. The family-oriented business Galindo 
started continues with his children. They have taken his philosophy of 
providing consistent quality to create and maintain a top-notch dive resort, 
and continue to provide the unique atmosphere and quality diving that 
Galindo helped establish nearly 30 years ago. 


-Clement Lee/PADI. Bob Clark/Skin Diver Archives. Julio Galindo/Stephen Frink. 
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TN TERNEF DILREC TORY 


Vv DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


Vv DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www. apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 


DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 
e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 


PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 
RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 
e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


Vv GUIDES/PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 


HOMO DELPHINUS 
The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 


SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 
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Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 « 12 issues: $477 


RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS& 
SALES 
gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


V PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 
http://www.armatos.com 
e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


BERGER BROS. 
http://www. berger-bros.com 
e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 


CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 


e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 


LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 

e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www. fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 
http://www.pioneer-research.com/Ssealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http/Avww.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


Vv TFECHNICAL 
DIVE INC. 


http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


Vv TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


Vv TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 

e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 


http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 


FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 
e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 
PDIC 
http://www.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Vv TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://(www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 


AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 


BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
http:/Awww.beaconharbor.com 

e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIK] CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www.biminiundersea.com 

e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BIN! DIVERS BONAIRE 

http://www. bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 
e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 
CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 
CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 
e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 


http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 


CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 


CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 


FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 

http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 

INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 

e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND 
RESORT 

http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 

e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 


LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http:/Awww.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 


PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 
e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 


REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 
RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@btl.net 


SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http:/Awww.scubaclubcozumel.com 


SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 
e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 


SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 
e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 





SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smalihope.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://Awww.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


Vv TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 

http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 

CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 


DIVE TOURS . 
http://www.divetours.org | if a Ss ; lia Ss 
e-mail: info@divetours.org 4) 


LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


[ } 7 
REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here's how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 





© Photo By: Rick Sammon 








Become a PADI Instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


_ / Palm Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 


770-939-348 TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 


Free Job Placement! 


y Ld 3 
World’s Largest Diving Dealer 
Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order centg 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendg 


SkinDiver marketplace 


Online,instore or Mail-Order 
Order Our Free Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
1-800-999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 
save 10% using our Coupon below 


Ask for your Retail Locations: 
FREE a c:t>MOs] (0) a Or-ic-trere| n, GA..... peer) 
OFFER 1-800-999-3483 i 
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Co Code:SD0601 ida City, FL........... 
Available: ? Visit our Web Site: 


Online, In Store or by Phone www.divers-supply.com 


orid’s Largest Diving Dealer 
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Skin Diver 


ONLINE 
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Read an informative overview of the Cayman Islands. 

Click on detailed map sections for a tour of Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman dive sites. 

Discover the best snorkeling sites. 

Get instant information from the Cayman Islands’ dive operators. 
Find out what’s happening topside — events, news and weather. 


GILICIAYICW HUqUs 


Find out where to stay, play and dine. 
Read Skin Diver magazine’s latest articles on the Cayman Islands. 


About 480 miles south of Miami 
and just south of Cuba in the 
Western Caribbean, three underwater 
mountains rise up from the deep blue 
Cayman Trench, just peeking their 
tops out of the warm, clear water to 
create the tiny islands of Grand 
Cayman, Little Cayman and Cayman 
Brac. These tiny islands have 
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YOUR #1 VIDEO 
Ebdaidaiutcke RESOURCE 


“AMPHIBICO 
Allows the LCD 
screen to be 


opened 
underwater 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 


- — a a ee = 


Seeing is believing. 
The picture to the left was shot with 


ila PAI 


Aquacolor® filters. You can see these 
colors with Aquacolor®. The first and only 
dive mask fo reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent coral 
realm. Added value: ultraviolet 
protection and fogless forever! 
Money-back satisfaction guarantee. 


For Sony PC-110 a 1 the Sony DeR PC110 
works with flipout screen Low Package Price with Camera 


Ais , 
_ ” SONY DCRVX 2000 
SONY DSRPD150 


See the entire Aquacolor® story online 


' i ss a ¥ : IN 
5 dies at www.aquacolor.com. 


Order online today 
or call 1-800-382-0158 


Aquacolor® Bimonocular®: 

001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter 
over right eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
www.aquacolor.com. PV Purge Valve for all models 


Low Packoge Price For 
dibs and Camera 





.. Low Pack Special Package 
yon _ Tiles a) Price With 


Housing and ~ ot 
Camera. DCRJR 
? Call Today! Ca 130 
* We Stock Everything 


1-800-520-5012 Cages ane 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. Less.com : Skin Diver 


Glendale, NY 11385 ; Sask dive right in 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 LD) ed oa (afl a @r- ky om DJ] Ky ag leleive) a 
closed Sat & Sun DEN 
http://www.armatos.com \ : 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 











TREAS 


Own a 
Piece of 
History! 


Pendant 
#9046 
$69.95 


Beautiful treasure jewelry cast from 
the Pure Silver Bars of the 
1622 Spanish Galleon 
Nuestra Senora De Atocha! 
Silver with 14KT Gold Overlay. Shown actual 
size. Certificate of Authenticity Included. 
Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee. 


ORDER TODAY 
1-800-621-2440 


Resort Graphics, Inc. 


447 Carson Ave., Atlantic City NJ 08401 
Phone 609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 
e-mail: treasurejewelry @aol.com 
VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC CREDIT CARDS 
Add $6.00 S&H. 14 Day (US) Delivery. 

2-4 Day (US) Rush $10.00 
Regular Canadian Delivery $10.00 - Other Countries $45.00. 
NJ Res Add 6% sales tax. Orders paid by check held 10 days. 
CALL FOR FREE TREASURE CATALOG 
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Dynamite Skins! « Uniquely HOT! 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com ® E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 
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Magazines Just $4.99 each 


Plus Shipping Charges 


FOR BACK ISSUES ONLY: 


(800) 429 0106 


Y 50 FASTEST FROM THE PURE S 


(863) 683 8807 


P.O. Box 1668 
Lakeland. FL 33802-1668 


Formerly DC Reader Service 


K BRAGS! 


Ask us about 
other titles 
available. 








August 2001: Diving The RING OF FIRE = incredible 
Volcanic islands of the Paciic - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and 
er N’s Creatures Of The Sand; Diving 
Ake A Pro - Advanced Photo 


July 2001: PHOTO ANNUAL - collectors edition 2001 


June 2001: The Complete Guide to Buying Your 
FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST AWAY - in the Untamed 
Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE WALL SIDE - 
Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; THE 
OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the 
Florida Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific 
Dive Guide!. 


May 2001: BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - 
Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, Manatees, Dolphins, Manta 
Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED BY THE VIRGINS - 
The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat Photo, Sleep 
Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 


April 2001: Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!: 
Temples Above and Below - The Treasures of Belize and the Red 
Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 
Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page 
Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001: THAT SINKING FEELING - New 
WRECKS TO EXPLORE - Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden 
& Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo 
Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling Techniques. 


February 2001: Romantic Getaways - Tahiti, St, 
Lucia, Hawaii, Belize FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start 
shooting! video gear primer; discovering the glory of galapagos; 
inside the art and mind of wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the 
cayman islands. 


January 2001: 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue 
collector’s edition - 2001; PLUS: Complete Reproduction 
of Skin Diver’s First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On The Pulse Of 
Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital; Nick 
Icorn on the history of Dive Gear; Famous Alumni; Bonnie J. 
Cardone on the evolution of Dive Travel; The "Last Pinup" - Meeting 
Bettie Page. 


December 2000: Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New 
Voice For The Cayman Islands; around the world with steve - A 
Three-Year Diving Odyssey; holiday gear guide - Cool Dive Stuff: 
diving the war torn pacific; Tek: Stop Decompression Boredom; 
Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; Side-Gilled Sea Slug; 
Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice Diving 101. 


November 2000: wish you were HERE - adventures 
beyond the blue edge - papua new guinea, brazil’s fernando de 
noronha; FREE! Pacific Diver magazine inside!; jean-michel 
cousteau - into the unknown; awaiting discovery - eastern 
micronesia; go with the flow - tips on drift diving; Spring Fever - 
Central Florida Dive Guide; Australia’s Great Barrier Reef Adventure; 
Meeting The Men In Gray - shark adventure in the Bahamas. 


Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4.99 each 


PLUS SHIPPING CHARGES: 
US...$2 each, or 3+ mags...$1 each 
Canada...$3 each 
Foreign - Call for price 


For Back Issues Only: 
Hours: 


(800)429-0106 Mon.-Fri. 
(863)683-8807 * 2 
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Formerly OC Reader Service 


PO BOX 1668 
Lakeland, FL 33802-1668 
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Dive Center, Lre. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
10 DIVES FOR 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet» Uncrowded ‘Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


>. 
(-8OO-F66-DIVE 
P.0.B. 2363 © Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 
Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 


Safety Is No Accident! 


You need 


* Auto filling redundant air system, 
deco bottle or rebreather bailout 
‘Connects to existing 
safe 2nd & power inflator 
* Low profile » Nitrox ready 
* High performance ist stage regulator 
* Choice of sizes - 6 to 30 cu. ft. 


Beginners to Instructors 


Peace of Mind from $395 usp 
Be prepared. You need Ktra. 
1-877-AQUAVIT (278-2848) 
281-364-8323 « Fax 281-364-1258 
email: aquavit@aquavitinc.com 
www.aquavitinc.com 
© Aquavit Inc. 1999 


Tired of y your ‘strobe 2 arms ; not 
staying where you put them? 


The only arms with an o-ring 
in the ball for ease of use. 
The LEADER in lightweight trays & 
flexible arms for still cameras & 
videos. Makers of the “PIVOT”. 
Adapters for strobes & video lights. 
Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 
Visit our website: www.ulcs.com 


F4 


20mm f2.8 dome —_— -180 Macro Zoom 


Nexus www.UsaNexus.com For your dealers 


OLYMPUS ° Digital 


460 * 490 * 2020 ° 2030 » 3030 ° 3040 ° 4040 
Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, 
Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable | 
Digital Album for all media. 


USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


yn ©! J ; Sales 
, ot N) \ Photo Trips 
; : Repairs 
- 4 Be Housiy Packag ges 
Accessories 


. WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 


Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 


—_ 599-9-562-9774 © Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobaL net 1 ivi 


| re dive right in 
_ PHO 


Underwater Photo-Tech USA 


ae www.uwphoto.com 
pinks c 603-432-1997 « Fax 603-432-4702 
LMWH & WOTHON) , hs E-mail: sales@uwphoto.com 


Join "Greg The Divemaster" 
4 — for the absolute latest 
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@ all in to participate in 
Beatdice discussions about dive sites, 
aer'S0 new gear, liveaboards, 

radio shark diving, and more. 
stations Plus you'll hear interviews 


with diving legends and have 


throughout 
US and ~ the opportunity to win lots of 
worldwide cool dive related prizes! 
over the ® It's brought to 
Internet! le } you by: 


awe The Worlds First Radio show 


0 wa Listen live every Saturday 
: a we Devoted to Diving from 3-5pm EST or to 


eh ; 
COM worldwide over the Internet. 
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GIEAAYIEW suqUiNs 


There’s more than one way to catch a fish | 


SEA& SEA LIGHT 8 MOTION ~— GATES BAJA SEA & SEA 
NX100 PRO TETRA HOUSING oy . 


Designed for the Nikon F100 | Accommodates the Olympus Especially designed for Sony — Great point & shoot 

SLR camera. Operational up C-2020, C-2040, C-3000, PC110 or PC 100 camera, shown with the 
to 250 feet. Housings also C-3030 and C-3040 Camcorders. Available with YS-40A strobe. Accessory 

available for Nikon F5, Nikon Zoom digital cameras. LCD screen open or closed. lenses available. 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. 


LIGHT & MOTION 
MAKO PG-110 


AMPHIBICO 
VH2000 


REEFMAS 


AMPHIBICO 
DIVE BUDDY 


- 2 ® 


Designed for Sony 3 Chip 
VX2000 Camera. 
Electronic controls. 
Lighting & monitor 
available. 


Point & Shoot simplicity. 
Operational up to 160 feet. 
Strobe & accessory lenses 

available. 


Available for most Sony 
Hi-8, Digital 8 & 


Especially designed for 

Sony PC100 or PC110 

Camcorders. Mini DV Camcorders. 
Operational to 330 feet. Electronic 
Electromagnetic controls. controls. 


We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 
AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 





how to dive dry- 
it’s easier than you think! 


Skin Diver 
READER SERVICES 
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MOVING? 


Please give us 6-8 weeks notice. 
Fill in the form below or attach the 
mailing label from a current issue: 


[_] Please change my address from: 
OLD ADDRESS 


Name 

Street Address 

City 

State Zip 
FILL IN NEW ADDRESS BELOW: 


Name 


Street Address 
City 


State Zip 


NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
OR RENEWAL? 


(] New Subscription 
[_] Renewal Subscription 


Please send me 1 year of 
Skin Diver for just $11.97. 


[] Please bill me later. 
LJ Check enclosed. 


Name 


Street Address 


Zip  5FA19 


DX] 


UNLISTING SERVICE? 


Skin Diver sometimes makes available 
to other publications and carefully 
screened companies the names of its 
subscribers. If you do not wish to receive 
these selected mailings, please check the 
box below and fill out your name and 
address in the form above. 


L] Please do not make my name available 
to others. (Either attach your mailing label 
Or write in your name and address above.) 


Mail entire form to: 
Skin Diver 


P.O. Box 51473 
Boulder, CO 80322-1473 








‘The buck-toothed bully of 
the underwater world. 
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“DON’T TALK ABOUT YOUR GREAT WHITES OR KILLER 
Whales,” I would declare when divers discussed dangerous 
marine life. “Those bad boys don’t come near coral reefs, and 
regular reef sharks are rarely a problem unless spearfishing is 
involved. Barracudas? No more of 
a threat than tarpon; they just 
happen to have a nasty set of teeth. 


\ A iA , 0.) q 
Stonefish, sea snakes, Blue-ringed ‘!@° 
Octopus—deadly poisonous, yes, ‘had little choice 
* © OCALA TELOEA OU JIL 
but who’s ever heard of a recre- 
ational diver being seriously hurt mv ¢ 


od 


by one.” 

And, believe me, I knew. In 30 years of diving I had never 
been attacked by anything more vicious than a territorial 
damselfish. Exploring a reef was as safe as a walk in the park. 
That is, until the day I crossed paths with a Titan 
Triggerfish (Balistoides viridescens). 

It wasn’t as if I hadn’t been forewarned. Titans, the largest 
member of the triggerfish family, growing up to 30 inches, are 
notorious for their bad attitudes. And the account of the 
Tulamben reef where we were diving, by a friend who had 
arrived in Bali the previous week, came with a single caveat: 
Beware the Titan ‘Triggers. Just the day before he had been 
rudely chased and his fin nipped by that very fish. To empha- 
size his concern, he added a graphic description of the match- 
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BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH 
WITH PAUL HUMANN 
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ing scars left by a Titan on the ankle of one of his acquain- 
tances. I took his words to heart, and for the next 32 dives 
steered clear of Titans. But while ascending the sand slope 
on my 33rd dive, my last at Tulamben, I witlessly entered 
the personal space of 
a Titan Triggerfish to 
_¢ Snap a photo. 
y te Even before I could trip 
the shutter, the Titan was 
on me and headed straight 
for my face. I had little 
choice but to bash the 
oncoming fish with my camera housing, yet the glancing blows 
failed to slow the savage assault on my wildly contorted 
backpedaling body. I battled for long seconds pushing and par- 
rying, cussing and kicking, and all the while anticipating the 
certain pain of Titan teeth. But it 
was all over as quickly as it had 
begun. The Titan had become 
bored with my freakish synchro- 
nized swimming. I couldn’t believe 
it; I was unscathed and all was calm 
once again. 

This ol dog had just learned 
something new. 
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WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 





SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 2001 127 














If you have frequent 
headaches during 
or after diving, you 
should have a medical 
examination to find the 
cause, and develop a plan for treatment. 





UNTIL NOW, THERE HAS NOT BEEN A 
thorough review of headaches from 
diving, but a recent publication 
(“Headache in Divers;” William 
Cheshire, M.D. and Michael Ott, 
M.D.; published in Headache; vol- 
ume 41; pg 235; 2001) examines the 
issue. The authors point to many 
causes, most are benign, some are 
related to the diving environment 
and can indicate a serious diving in- 
jury, and some are related to chronic 
problems aggravated by diving. 


Barotrauma 

All of the common squeeze injuries 
cause pain that could be interpreted as 
a headache. Mask squeeze is usually 
obvious because of the redness of the 
face in the area of the mask and the 
hemorrhage in the eyes. Injuries are 
usually mild. 

Sinus squeeze is a common cause of 
headaches during diving. A blocked 
sinus orifice will cause engorgement 

of the lining tissue of the sinuses and 
immediate pain on descent. The pain 
may bein the forehead or over the 


Decompression 
Sickness 

This is the injury 
that occurs from 
excess gas 1n tissues 
and inadequate de- 
compression. Al- 
though headache is 
not considered a 
usual symptom of 
DCS, in some cas- 
es, enough bubbles 
are present to cause 
brain involvement 
and headache can 
become a symp- 
tom. The missed 
decompression 1s 
usually obvious and 
other symptoms of 
DCS are also pre- 
sent. In the situation where bubbles 
can cross from the veins to the arter- 
ies through a defect in the heart wall 
(an atrial septal defect or a patent 
foramen ovale), bubbles can reach the 
brain and cause symptoms quite sim- 
ilar to arterial gas embolism. 


The Throbbin’ Noggin 


cheekbone. There are other sinuses 
which cause pain in the back or the 
center of the head, and these should be 
considered as well. 

Headache is a common accompa- 
niment of arterial gas embolism to 
the brain. This occurs with lung 
barotrauma, and the headache is of- 
ten accompanied by other symptoms. 
These can include visual impair- 
ment, paralysis, weakness and loss of 
consciousness. If you have a 
headache after a rapid or uncon- 
trolled ascent, you should watch for 
these symptoms. 
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Physical Factors 

Strain of the neck muscles from 
tension or anxiety, problems with 
arthritis of the neck with nerve irrita- 
tion aggravated by the extension of 
the neck needed to look forward while 
swimming underwater, clenching the 
jaw enough to produce pain in the 
Temporomandibular joint can all 
cause a headache from diving. 


CO, and CO 

Carbon dioxide 1s a common cause 
of headache in free flowing diving 
helmets. The flow of air through the 
helmet is set to keep the 
CO, level low. If air flow is 
inadequate, the CO) level 
will rise. In open circuit 
scuba, CO, headaches are 
caused by intentionally 
breathing too slow. Not 
breathing enough to elimi- 
nate the CO, created in the 
body, will cause a CO, 
headache. This is more 


A diver’s head is subject to more than a few stresses, the least 
of which is calculating dive tables. if it hurts, get it checked. 





likely to occur with oxygen-enriched 
gas mixtures, where slow breathing 1s 
not inhibited by lack of oxygen, but 
will cause a rise of CO, in the blood. 
Also, a CO, headache 1s often the first 
sign of improper use of a rebreather. 
Carbon Monoxide toxicity in- 


BY FRED Bove, M.D., PH.D. 


volves the presence of CO in the 
blood, which blocks oxygen delivery 
to the brain, dilates the blood vessels 
to the brain and causes a headache. 


Medical Causes of Headaches 
In my practice, the most common 
cause of a headache is high blood 
pressure. The exercise associated 
with diving will often cause an inor- 
dinate rise in blood pressure anda 
headache. Evaluation of a recurring 
headache should always include re- 
peated measures of blood pressure. 
Migraine headaches are another 
common form. Many migraine 
headaches are accompanied by visual 
changes, weakness or numbness of an 
arm or vomiting. These symptoms, 
of course, would prohibit diving. 
However, most people with mi- 


graines are aware of the onset of the 
headache. 


For more information on diving 
medicine, visit mww.scubamed.com. 








BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 
















Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little Cosine 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 

roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 


$s # 
Will Sport Divers Be Banned from 
American Wrecks? 
It’s a question that was on the minds of many wreck divers in May 1983, when 
then Congressman Charles Bennett (Democrat, FL) intro- 
duced House Bill 69. The bill proposed the transfer of ship- 
wrecks to state jurisdiction as well as a $10,000 fine for “any 
person who excavates, salvages, appropriates, or injures any 
shipwreck.” Ellsworth Boyd devoted an entire Wreck Facts 
column to the bill, saying it was “wordy and confusing,” and that his loyal readers 
should know “what big brother is up to, it rests in your hands to defeat this traves- 
ty before it reaches the House....” A call to arms! 
Letters poured into the House and the bill was eventually defeated. 





Not Big Enough to Bite Back Politics 


From Chesapeake Bay, MD, Skin Diver reported in January 
“1975 of the amazing recovery of sharks’ teeth by three 
wm Baltimorean fossil hunters. But these 

weren’t just ordinary fossil finds. The 
teeth were from 25 million years ago, and 
they had belonged to sharks that once | 

or) crew to be “over 80 feet [in length].” Her 
aegis But unfortunately, the time the three men had to uncover a distant past was 
growing short. The Baltimore Gas and Electric Company was consuming thou- 
sands of acres of the Calvert Cliffs area quickly and without mercy. “Ground was 
broken for a $150 million natural gas terminal....” Bay residents fought hard, 
but would lose to the undeniable influx of industry. 





¢ 

Moray, the Killer Eel 

Before there was Jaws, there was: moray eel—maneater. In January 1959, Heinz Ulrich 
warned fellow divers of this “vicious” creature. “Their attack is lightning fast and 1s 
usually fatal to its victim,” reported Ulrich. Experiments conducted on morays have 
proven the incredible strength of their jaws—*...a piece of steel will be put in a captured 
moray’s mouth.... The fish will completely break its 
teeth on the steel and will sometimes hit it so hard that 
it will drive its own teeth completely through its mouth.” Ouch. 

Thank goodness for modern science. Once described as “totally indiscrim- 
inate as to whether they attack a warm-blooded body or a fish,” today it 1s 
understood that the moray is not such a threat. ‘Turns out it has extremely 





pEEEERIES RES poor eyesight. Their alleged aggressive behavior can most likely be 
a. eS? Be aa ) . e . 
aS gee on Seas blamed on their weak peepers and poor diver etiquette. 
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THE DIVING CONDITIONS WEREN’T THE GREATEST, BUT THEY WERE NOT ATYPICAL FOR OUR AREA: ROUGH, 


choppy seas. I live in Virginia Beach, VA, and we mostly do deep wreck diving off the coast in the open ocean. 





I’d been a divemaster for about one year and was almost 
a certified instructor. This was my 138th dive and a type 
of dive I’d done dozens of times—a deep open ocean 
wreck tie-in. I was the divemaster for the day, and was to 
jump in first, alone, follow the anchor line down and 
secure it to the wreck so that the other divers could 
descend safely and easily. No sweat. I'd done it dozens of 
times. I was so used to this that I was beginning to let my 


guard down because it’d become routine. This is some- 





thing no diver should ever do. 


Anchors Aweigh 


I geared up and went to the front of the boat to jump 
in at the wreck site. As I was waiting for the anchor to 
be dropped, I noticed it was a Danforth, not a type I had 
ever seen used for tie-ins. It is generally used for 
anchoring boats in mud, not for wrecks, as they are too 
heavy for a diver to handle in the water. 

I didn’t ask why this anchor was being used, I just went 
ahead and followed it down. It happened to land alongside 
the high, mid-section of the wreck, without snagging 

anything. I tried to maneuver it to 
a spot higher on the wreck, but 
couldn’t. It was then that I should 
have aborted the dive and had 
another anchor thrown, but I was 
determined to complete my mis- 
sion. Finally, I realized this was 
fruitless and went back to the boat 
with 1,000 psi. At this point, no 
real harm had been done. We 
could have brought up the anchor 
and changed it, but we didn’t. I 
told the mate and captain the situation and told them [’'d 
try one more time. I recall thinking that I didn’t want the 
divers to miss out on a dive. 

I went back down and almost got the job done this 
time. I got down to 300 psi, bound and determined to 
complete the mission. I was so focused on getting the 
tie-in done that I didn’t care how low my air supply was. 
When I got to just over 100 psi, I remember thinking, J 





am not going to die today. I finally started back up and at 
80 feet I recall seeing that I had about 80 psi left. I also 
remember thinking [ wasn’t moving fast enough. I 
moved more quickly and finally got to the surface and 
miraculously was still breathing from my regulator. 

I popped up right beside the boat and had trouble 
staying on the surface. Finally, I screamed, “Help!” and 
the mate, who happened to be an instructor, jumped in 
and got me on the boat. I plopped on the deck and lay 
there for a long time with people helping me get gear off 
and giving me oxygen. I was not in very good condition. 
I was exhausted, had a headache, couldn’t concentrate 
and had trouble breathing. These are all signs of CO, 
excess. [ am a CQ) retainer and this condition can be 
caused by overexertion. I remember someone said it 
looked like I took a CO, hit. 

Someone checked my air, and it registered nothing on 
the gauge, but I was breathing all the way to the surface. 
I did use 32 percent nitrox, which is probably what kept 
me from passing out. How I managed to not embolize is 
beyond me. I sucked an entire oxygen bottle empty and 
was “out of it,” but conscious, all the way back to shore. 
The dive was aborted, as other divers had trouble tying 
in, too. The divers missed out on their dive anyway, and 
I almost got seriously hurt. I didn’t feel better until the 
next day. In retrospect, I truly believe that having sur- 
vived this made me a better and safer diver, since I put 
these lessons I learned into actual practice. 

—BY RANDY EVERETTE 
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advanded diver. When | 
it’s time’ to dri off youwcan 
choose from fine shop- 
ping and dining options, 
unique sightseeing attrac- 
tions and-diverse cultural 
experiences. 


You haven't 
visited Florida 
until you’ve seen 
it down below 


Instruction-Dive & Snorkeling Trips 
—Hotel Packages—Sales/Service 


Lighthouse Dive Lighthouse Dive 
Hillsboro Inlet Sands Harbor 
5 Star PADI Training Center PADI Gold Palm Resort 
954.782.1100 954.788.0208 


www. lighthousedive.com 
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AT Tt EAN'S EDGE 


THE ONLY THING WE 
OVERLOOK IS THE OCEAN 


Ireland’s Inn Beach Resort 
2220 N. Atlantic Blvd. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 
954-565-6661 © 800-347-7776 
www.irelands.com @ irelandinn@aol.com 


© 50 feet from fantastic reefs 

© Most rooms oceanfront 

© Restaurant, Lounge and 
Beachfront Patio Bar & Grill 

© 10 minutes from Airport, 
shopping and downtown 


© SD 0110 





© 350 feet of white sandy beach 
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Sunstar Aquatic Services invites you Sy 
to explore the diverse and beautiful —. 
underwater environment aboard the 
comfortable 15 passenger Diversity. 
Diving daily from Pompano to Boynton 

Beach. Wrecks, 

reefs, night dives. 

Instruction 

available. 

561-368-9952 


Southeast Oceanic Services 


Our boats offer the best in Ft. Lauderdale 
diving: comfortable, fast, safe. Nitrox available. 
Instruction at all certification levels. 


www.divefortlauderdale.com 


954-922-8134 


Greater Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood, Pompano Beach, Deerfield, Lauderdale-By The ok 
For Dive,Packages Call 





or Visit our Web Site at www.sunny.org or Serataiveh tude lle, 


GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE, 





immerse yourself. 
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Vortex 

One of Florida's westernmost caves, Vortex is popular with swimmers, 
Open water divers and cavers. At 50 feet deep and 200 feet across (at the 
surface), it’s a popular certification site. A buoyed line runs to the bottom of 
the sink where a cavern rambles 300 feet back to a depth of 110 feet and a 
locked steel grate. Cavern divers can venture up to the gate, while certified 
cave divers can get a key that allows access through the gate. However, open 
water divers are advised to stay within the main part of the spring or just in the 
beginning stages of the cavern. Fish life includes largemouth bass, carp and 
Japanese goldfish. Vortex is open to the public and offers a campground, some 

dorm-type lodging and a full-service dive shop. 


Take Exit 15 from I-10, go about 5 miles, and turn right at the sign. 1517 Vortex Spring 
Lane; (850) 836-4979; (800) 342-0640; www.vortexspring.com 


Cypress Springs 
With a flow of 90 million gallons per day, Cypress maintains its excellent 
clarity almost year-round. It's 150 feet across at the surface, 30 feet deep and 
a fun, easy dive. The onsite dive operation started in 1985, and since then, a 
new lodge has been built using the natural cypress wood taken from the 
swamp marsh. The facility houses a classroom, dive shop and snack bar. 
Recreation vehicles and campers are welcome and have access to barbecues 
and bathhouses. Owners Harold and Linda Vickers live on the property with 
their three kids and work to maintain the natural beauty of the area. In 
addition to keeping the spring free of weeds such as rapid-growing hydrilla, 
they also maintain a three-mile canoe run and have built a berm around the 
spring to keep tannic runoff from the swamp from entering the spring 

during heavy rains. 


Cypress Spring 
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Take S-79 from I-10 south for 8 miles. Turn left at the sign on 


Cypress Springs Road, which winds for about a mile to the Cypress 
Springs office. (850) 535-2960; www.cypressspringsfla.com 


Devil’s Den 





Extremely popular with tubers, swimmers, divers and 
cavers, the Ginnie Springs system includes seven crystal-clear 
springs along the brown (tannic) Santa Fe River. The 35-million Blue Grotto 
gallon flow comes into the main basin, which is 100 feet across Hal Watt’s 


40-Fathom 
Grotto 






Ginnie Springs 







Experience... Crystal River 


South Florida 
Diving Headquarters 







and 15 feet deep, and connects to the river 
via a 150-foot run. Ginnie Cavern, at the 
bottom of the basin, is considered safe 
enough for divers of all levels to explore, 
even with lights, which is generally taboo 
for divers without cave certifications. But 
light from the cavern's gaping entrance and 
a large guideline help divers find their way 
out. A heavy-duty welded grate keeps 
divers from entering the cave system. Also 
included in the Ginnie system are Devil's 
Ear, Devil's Eye and Little Devil, which pump 
“ out 80 million gallons everyday. Dive lights 
INTERACT WITH... a are prohibited except for certified cavers. 
STINGRAYS ¢ SHARKS a Ginnie has a full-service dive shop, camp- 
MORAYS « JEWFISH Bhan sera aa with Neh ee a 
, mini market/deli/souvenir shop and even a 

ON THE SAME DIVE rental cottage for small groups. 





Try our NEW on-line reservation system! 
View our schedules & availability, sites & 
boats. Guarantee your reservation right from 
your pc. Receive e-mail confirmation 
immediately. Relax and leave the rest to us! 







Go south from High Springs on U.S. 41, turn 
west on S-340 for about 6.5 miles to a grad- 
Join Us Aboard ed road running to your right. Go just over a 

“Aqua View” mile to the entrance of Ginnie Springs 

Our 45’ grounds. Travel straight on the sand road 
Glassbottom 
Dive Cat 

Don’t Leave Home Without It! 
The Complete Florida 
Springs Map and 
Guide gives full 
descriptions, direc- 
tions and facility lists |# wa 
for 91 (yes, 91!) 
springs. 
To purchase: 
www. floridasprings. 
net or ph: (423) 
505-3270 or fx: 
(423) 266-1700. 


“Originator of F loridas tst Shark and Stinaray Dive” 


1-800-771-DIVE 


www.southfloridadiving.com 
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until you arrive at the Ginnie Springs office. 
7300 Ginnie Springs Rd.; (904) 454-2202: 
(800) 874-8571; www.ginniesprings.com 


Don't judge this book by its cover. Blue 
Grotto looks kinda small at the surface, 
but opens up into Florida's largest cavern 
accessible by non-cave certified divers. 
The folks here have ingeniously boosted 
the flow from 4 to 22 million gallons a 
day by using auxiliary pumps to drive in 
the air-clear spring water. Divers can fol- 
low descent lines to three platforms used 
primarily for certification dives. Beyond 
those, the cavern begins and your world 
gets real big, real fast. At the opening, 
the cavern measures 80 feet across by 30 
feet high, then grows to 150 by 40 feet 
inside. The cavern can easily be maneu- 
vered with guidelines that take you down 
the slope to the bottom at 100 feet and 
back up again. A popular attraction Is a 
compressor-fed diving bell on the cav- 
ern’s ceiling at 30 feet. Divers can poke 
their heads inside, take their regs out and 
see what it sounds like to talk while 
inside a trash can. That's true fun. The 
Grotto has a full-service dive shop, hot 
showers and picnic facilities. 


Go about 2 miles north from Williston on U.S. 
27A. Turn left onto the dirt road, and go a 
half mile to the entrance on the right. 3852 
NE 172nd court; (352) 528-5770 


Unlike the typical picturesque Florida 
springs with inviting blue surface pools, 
Devil's Den ts a sinkhole hidden in an 
underground cavern. The center of the 
roof collapsed eons ago, creating a truck- 
sized circular hole in the rock thunder- 
dome. Sixty feet below the opening, at 
the spring-fed pool, the walls flare out, 
like an upside-down Ice cream cone. The 
surface of the spring !s about 120 feet in 
diameter. But at 60 feet (the max depth), 
it's 200 feet across. There are numerous 
swim-throughs, caverns and multiple 
skinny cave openings, most of which are 
covered by steel bars. 

Entrance into the cavern is through a 
man-made tunnel cut into the rocks, lead- 
ing to a long staircase. The steps end at 
the dive platform on top of a debris pile 
(from the collapsed roof) in the center of 
the pool. Divers circumnavigate the 
central rock pile, while dodging monster 
black catfish that thrive in the spring. 
Devil's Den is open to the public, has a 
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#1 int TEC to REC Diving 


MaxVision | 


ers Ol 
Ultra Plus 


MaxVision | 
Uitra & 


, vy 


, age 


MaxVision 


Lakes, Rivers, Quarries 
Mi featin=vem mlelere Bipisinie, 
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From technical divifig 
to recreatior |,difing, 
SeaVision® has the 
mask and fens for you. 


Correction for Astigmatism 
Custom Ground Lenses 
Single Vision / BiFocal 

Gauge Reader © 

100% UV Protection 

48 Hour Delivery Available 
Kom scelaleliare Mel mmCileriare| 


TransVision -ea/ =" 
ise oe 
Available on the | 
SeaVvision ZOG0 
& Uitra masks 


SeaVision 
Z000 


Ultra Plus 





4399 35th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33714 
Toll Free: 800.732.6275 
FAX: 800.659.0284 











Features not available 
on any U/W camera 


for under 5200... 


e Pre-dive leakage indicator 
[GOALI system] that removes the 
worry of flooding forever 

e External on/off switch 

e Ergonomic design with 
optimized shutter release 

* Accepts strobe assemblies 

e Accepts add-on lenses 

e Removable land camera to record 
all your topside memories 

e Digital display frame count & 
battery status indicator 

e Over-sized viewfinder for easy use. 


One-year 


Unlimited Warranty 





Dramatic style with point 
ahd shoot simplicity - all to make 
your life underwater easier 
and more fun. 





1 (800 "90 $463 


www.bonicadive.com/snapper/ 
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It’s not easy being the best. 


We should know, we’ve been 
doing it for over 25 Years! 


“The most chosen 
PADI Career 
Development Center 


in the U.S.A.” 


--PADI Headquarters 


PRO DIVE. 
HNO RON Aa ON ALL 


Established 1975 


Learn More About A Career In Diving! 
www.prodiveusa.com 


OFT) IU Ema coll mag-t-) 
1-800-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
for your FREE Career Training Catalog and Video 
UK Toll Free: 0800-068-9034 


Phone: + 1-954-776-3483 Fax: + 1-954-761-8624 
Email: info@prodiveusa.com 


515 Seabreeze Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 USA 
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UnclerAWVAater 
Signaling Dewice 


° Models to fit all BC’s 
connects between your 
power inflator and LP Hose : 
* Distinctive Low Pitched Buzz Ideations \ Dive » Alert 


P.O. Box 99575, Seattle, WA 98199, USA 
Phone 800-275-4332 Fax 206-285-6897 


“had I not been carrying my Dive Alert” 


persistent charges of a dozen agitated sharks 
forced me to surface from a decompression dive 
7 _ prematurely. It was a bad situation, but it would h 
been unthinkably worse had | not been carrying my 
Dive-Alert." 


Richard L. Pyle 
Ichthyologist 


oe 


- Diver to Diver 


divaalert.com 








US and foreig 


Ideations Design, Inc. 800-275-4332 - Fax 206-285-6897 - Models to fit all BC's 
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Vortex Spring. 


full-service dive shop, snack bar, camping 
and lodging. 


Go about 1.5 miles north of Williston on U.S. 
27A, and turn right on the paved road indl- 
cated by Devil's Den sign. Continue for a mile 
and turn left at the entrance sign. 5390 N.E. 
180th Ave.; (352) 528-3344; www.devils 
den.com 


Hal Watt’s 
40-Fathom Grotto 

In Ocala, this is one deep hole, amigo. It 
reaches 240 feet, or 40 fathoms, as the 
clever name describes (the 73-Meter Grotto 
just doesn't have the same panache). The 
grotto Is not open to the general diving pub- 
lic, but is used primarily for teaching techni- 
cal diving or for guided divers looking for a 
good time in a deep, clear chasm. Guided 
dives are popular, and any instructor or dive- 
master can qualify as a guide. In addition to 
a bunch of hardware like motorcycles, air- 
planes and cabin cruisers to explore, there 
are thousands of 30 to 50 million-year-old 
sand dollar and sea biscuit fossils imbedded 
in the limestone walls. Four platforms at 7, 
15, 30 and 60 feet are set up for instruction. 
This place attracts a lot of divers advancing 
their certification level. Courses offered 
include deep air, nitrox, technical nitrox, 
trimix, full-face mask, rebreathers, drysuits, 
cavern, cave, gas blending, advanced back- 
gammon and others. Facilities at the grotto 
include hot water showers, restrooms, pic- 
nic tables, grills, classrooms, air, nitrox and 
mixed gases. 





Photo/Kim Stanberry. 


Travel north from Ocala on I-75 to Exit 71. Go epee 
west on S-326 for 7 miles to NW 115th St, | 7 recom & 
and turn right. Follow the dirt road for a quar- ; 
ter mile. The grotto is just off to the right 


Se ereueeern ‘Gack Outing! UB M DIVEsRERORY 








porting: a 





| ) ae ain Sa Ww 

IN Tre Chane DW ers = = 
Crystal River i oe FP — 
If you're into Manatees, then Crystal | ¥ =) 0:80 Box?! 157 aon 
River on Florida’s west coast is the place 7 Te ee Ce Sag ra 


a 


for you. People come from all over to / a —— + 
gawk at the world’s largest congregation | | Slama ERIK = w 
of gray blubbery mammals. The best .. 
months are November through March, K ‘ wi Li i= WT 
when cold weather corrals ‘em into the | } meses 


perpetually “warm,” 72°F — springs. | “ea Jce | “3 
Recently, to everyone's surprise, a group | § ~~ f HBA \ 

of 30 or so Manatees hung out all sum- | © . ] : i) == 
mer. But for guaranteed slow-motion b. sniiitibai 

action, go during winter, when temps can 


dip into the 30s°F or lower. During these ; 
cold snaps, hundreds of Manatees can Meeting the Challenges 


crowd into Crystal River. Grooving with Wi] e) Today's Dive World 
the Manatees Is best by snorkel, but for 
diving, Kings Spring is the only one with 
any depth—28 feet deep with a cavern 


that pushes 50. Viz on the river stays MOVE Wee THE FUTURE 


between 100 to 150 feet, until the weeds 


and silt get kicked up by silly land mam- WITH PDIC INTL! 


mals posing as snorkelers. 


In the town of Crystal River along U.S. 19, Quality eee 
eeme-at Personal... aad 
mas ont nn | co Honby But 
mame § Worldwide ML 


Dive & Tour (352) 795-1333; Plantation 
Inn & Golf Resort (352) 795-7211 VW 
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e instruction for over 30 years 
e Facilities located worldwide 
e Instructor Trainer, Instructor, 
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yanlele) iam) diaMmialcalge)amel.<)absia) mathe ol-(e@e) pal: 
popular features on many of today’s wetsuits 
AVCSL GLUT a pat-). <=) e-m o)gelaalolcom aati mele) omiraliace |: 
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AR atsmvs-}(O(sm iam allan uel-mele)(e)m@e)muatculali-ale 
but material and the way it’s constructed 


fore le)K: tite i atex 4 ih thelr construction istitehed 

ola tals inside and outside). The suits of all othe! 
ale] alelicleia0|c=1aw-I¢cme] LU (orem [elem dalla you\/a me) an days 
outside only. Kobalt seams won't fail, or weake 
from temperature extremes (like in a hot car) 
The interior seams also have a much cleaner look 
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aciciticate * es by sliding ¢ our suit’ 
interior across a desktop. Most other linings stick 


growth 


e . . 
HENIC Suit! 
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Kobalt suits are available in 7/5mm, 5/3mm, 


. ‘i ‘ 5 ‘ ( \ 3-§ E ad Ti ra | 1 FO ys fay Y 
SAOlsnlanmarvon ola l-le.<-m-lalem [el alam-laremielaalecielii 7 = a Titan! Ol ils yste mM, 
models. For more comfort and dexterity we offer Ge». ‘> Kobalt Pro- Flex neoprene iS “designed to in 


blended thickness suits in 7/5mm and 5/3mm. “Why closer to your own skin, and is far more 
il=>d]o)(maat-lame@olalcial die) ar-] malcte)eliclar=s 

The result is the industry’s warmest, best buil 
and most comfortable wetsuit, ever. 
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THINK OF IT AS A 4,000-LB GUARDIAN ANGEL. 
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JEER GRAND CHEROKEE Maybe it’s the fact that it’s equipped with multistage driver and front-passenger air bags; 
supplemental side-curtain air bags! four-wheel anti-lock brakes, steel side-impact door beams, and our legendary Quadra- 
Drive™ four-wheel drive system. Or that it has over 60 years of proven off-road experience behind it. But whatever it is, 
when you're driving Jeep Grand Cherokee, you get the distinct feeling that you’re in safe hands. For more information 


about all of Grand Cherokee’s advanced safety and security features, contact us at 1-800-925-JEEP or www.jeep.com. 


Jeep 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 





*Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. tOptional. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 
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ustom Dive Boats, Inc. 


When planning your next 
dive adventure choose a resort 
that demands the best.... 
~ Safe, Reliable, Comfortable, 
Custom Dive Boats. 
Simply the best dive boat in the world. 


i | To learn more about Custom Dive Boats and receive 
} an entire list of the dive resorts that operate these fine vessels go to 


- 


: | : www.customdive.com or call 386-985-0045 - 











